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Editorial

SAM1066 Extraordinary General Meeting
An E.G.M meeting will be held on Zoom on Wednesday 21st October 2026 at 7.30pm.
The purpose of this meeting is to present the following resolution for ratification.

It is proposed that the two societies, SAM 35 and SAM 1066,
amalgamate to form a renamed society called SAM UK,

to come into being on 1st January 2027.
If you wish to join the meeting please advise our secretary:

Ray Elliott - tel. 02089977745, - email: ray.elliott8@btinternet.com

We are approaching the end of SAM1066. Mike Parker and the late John Thompson deserve
our thanks in abundance for resurrecting the Society when it all but foundered when our
founder David Baker passed away.  Thanks guys.

Wipe away the tears, what have we got in this issue:

 A Jaguar Refurbishment and conversion by Colin Shepherd.
 1957 Pylonius has some observations on pilots and aeromodellers, also the Gee-Bee

racers’
 I pull out an old Clarion 2004 piece of mine and how I got into Indoor Flying.
 Nick Peppiatt concludes his Guillows ‘Swallow’ build and makes some observations on

their Dime Kits.
 Wikipedia provides details of ‘RUTAN’ the first aircraft to circumnavigate the earth

without landing or refuelling.
 !951 Here and There from the Model Aircraft reports on the National Model

Engineering Exhibition and also on the A2 Nordic glider championships including a
description of the unique design of the winning model.

 Roger Newman offers his usual miscellany of thoughts and observations. He starts off
with a bit about his intention to attend one of Martin Pikes indoor meets in Bangor and
provides plans for two versions of ‘The Elf’ rubber model, perhaps suitable for indoor if
built  with that in mind.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors from 1955 : talks of the ‘Sea Dart’ jet water plane; the
expansion of M.A.P books; the Model Engineering Exhibition; modelling in the RAF; and
other subjects.

 Nick Peppiatt reports, with pictures, on the ‘Cloud Tramp’ mass launch on Epsom
racecourse.

 John Taylor, in response to the last issue, tells of a Jumbo Rubber model he has.
 Rolf Christophersen shows progress of his Nordic glider build.
 We then have bits & bobs for sale,  a turnout of stuff from Martin Dilly and an engine

sale of the late Jim Paton’s stock.
 A short report on the Crookham Gala by Alan Brocklehuurst.
 Engine Analysis is the Atwood Wasp .049.
 Our secretary, in his notes for the month offers thoughts on the possibility of a new

competition model class for small flying sites.
 We wrap up with Roger’s plans for the month and the usual forthcoming events adds.

Editor
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Jaguar Refurbishment - Colin Shepherd

(Editor: More than a few years back Colin Shepherd gave me his ‘Jaguar’ when he gave up
Wakefield competitive rubber flying. I have used it on many occasions and have won the ‘Jaguar
Trophy a few times. The trophy, reputedly made by Jaguar apprentices, resides in pride of
place on our welsh dresser. Recently Colin asked if he could have the model back as he knew I
was no longer fit to compete, he wanted to refurbish it to electric R/C. It has now been
returned home and Colin has commenced work on it.)

The model before the Editor gave it a hard time in competitions

Work done so far:

Tissue stripped & underbelly removed Making a laminated shape for the new underbelly.
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Fuselage framework completed and ready for covering

Most of the reinforcement repairs done, motor and speed controller fitted
next job is to install servos and control rods.

Colin Shepherd
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Extract from Model Aircraft October 1957
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Clarion Past: 2004 - John Andrews
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John Andrews
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Indoors Isn’t for Everyone - Nick Peppiatt

Guillow’s Dimers

Guillow’s F-3 Fokker D-7 kit box.

Guillow’s F-3 Fokker D-7 plan.

There appear to be a large number of models in the Guillow’s ‘F’ series. A number of plans for
these are available for these on Outerzone - www.outerzone.co.uk and further examples can
also be found in the plans gallery on the latest iteration of Hip Pocket Aeronautics Hip Pocket
Aeronautics Plans Gallery , which is now looked after by George Kandylakis. The picture of an
original Guillow’s kit box was found in an article about Paul K. Guillow (P.K.G.) and his company
on the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association website Rubberband man - AOPA . Fortunately,
the associated plan is available in the HPA plans gallery. The Fokker D-7 with the kit number
F-3 is clearly an early example of the Guillow’s range. The plan file name has a ‘1934’ in it, which
seems to be an appropriate date.
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In comparison, the plan for the later Swallow, kit F82, is clearly marked ‘COPYRIGHT 1939
P.K.G.’ The earlier kits featured thick sectioned wings, which must have been double covered,
but the instructions mention covering the tail surfaces on one side only. There are also the
notes: - ‘Shrink tissue tight by spraying the model lightly with water except for the tail
surfaces. Water is used instead of dope on light models as dope makes the models too heavy’.

As can be seen the instructions are included on the Fokker D-7 plan, but they are an attempt
to be universal, as a number of other kit F numbers are mentioned, up to F-34. I have been
unable to identify the subjects of many of these numbers. These early models, where the plans
can be found, have some bamboo flying surface outlines, a wire hook for the rear motor
anchorage and detailed instructions printed on the plan.

The kit contents listed on the box include: -
Printed balsa sheet, balsa strips (supplied as a spray, according to the instructions), balsa nose
block, sawed balsa prop., wood nose plug, Japanese tissue, full size plans, complete instructions,
rubber motor, tube of cement, two wire hooks and wood wheels.
There is no mention of the bamboo!  But, this must be a good indication of what was supplied
with the later Swallow kit, where, I assume, a set of universal printed instructions were
supplied separately from the plan.
In between the earlier kits and the COPYRIGHT 1939 P.K.G. models where the notes on the
plan are clear, ‘COVER WINGS AND ELEVATOR ON TOP SIDE ONLY – RUDDER ON LEFT
SIDE ONLY’, and use a cross pin through balsa uprights for the rear motor anchorage, are
models with no bamboo outlines, but still with thick double covered wings and a wire hook
anchorage. An example is the 16” wingspan Cessna (Airmaster) No. F50.

Guillow’s F50 Cessna.

There is also a plan on Outerzone for a 12” wingspan Cessna, No G9, which looks like a three-
quarter sized version of the plan above with the same structure.
Unlike the spurious registration given on the Swallow plan, NC15821 is a genuine Cessna C-34
Airmaster registration.
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The Guillow’s Dime Scale Swallow: - Completion

Guillow’s Swallow with wings attached, card dihedral gauge and rear struts. & 16” Swallow ready for test flying.

Attaching the wing panels proved easier than I had feared. I coated the mating surfaces on
the inner wing rib and the fuselage top with thinned Ambroid. The panels were then aligned
separately to the fuselage using the nylon pegs and some more Ambroid applied at the gap
before it was closed. Whilst the cement was drying the dihedral was set using a card gauge.
The front wing struts, tissue covered 1/16” square balsa, were then fitted, again attached
using Ambroid. As the cement is a shrinking variety any small gaps at the wing fuselage joints
were closed neatly.

The stabiliser was retained with a couple of spots of cement at the leading edge/fuselage
junction, to allow for decalage adjustment, if necessary. The fin was mounted with a small
length of 15 Amp fuse wire and a couple of spots of adhesive at the stern post, again to aid
adjustment. A couple of degrees of right side thrust and downthrust were adjusted into the
KP Aero nose bush. And so off to the Trinity Indoor meeting on the 18th July for some trial
flights. I started with a loop of 0.062” wide rubber, but the power was clearly insufficient.
With a loop of 0.075” and 600 turns the model was starting to climb in a nice right hand circuit
well within the confines of the hall. I took full advantage of the angled base I had built into
the fin, and packed up the stabiliser by 1/16”. The set up that I arrived at after a little
trimming was: -

CG at 24mm back from the leading edge (34%)
Starboard wing flat, port wing 1/16” washout (this was built in)
Fin with slight right offset, front of fin offset 0.5mm to centre line
Weight without rubber 7.7g, including 0.25g nose weight
Power rubber loop of 0.075” Super Sport, 1.28 g in weight
Apologies for the mixed units, but that’s how I work!

With 1260 turns I achieved a very satisfying hand launched flight over just over 50s.
So, despite its small tail volume, this is a basically sound model design. P.K.G. clearly knew
what he was doing. The lightweight construction certainly helps.

Comet Skyrocket
In the August 2026 edition of NC Roger Newman presented the rubber powered Comet
Skyrocket plan. I spotted a CO2 motor installation on the drawing and realised it could not be
pre-war as stated. On checking the plan on Outerzone the date is given as 1947, which would
coincide with the introduction of the OK CO2 motor. However, the plan does not show how or
where to install the CO2 capsule and holder. I also discovered the design was by one Vito M
Garofalo, who was a Comet designer for many years and later established the Tern range of
kits. A biography of Vito can be found in the AMA historical archive at Vino M. Garofalo .

Nick Peppiatt
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Rutan Voyager - Wikipedia

The Rutan Model 76 Voyager is an aircraft designed
by Burt Rutan that became the first to fly around the
world without stopping or refueling. It was piloted
by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager. The flight took off
from Edwards Air Force Base's 15,000 foot (4,600 m)
runway in the Mojave Desert on December 14, 1986,
and ended 9 days, 3 minutes and 44 seconds later on
December 23, setting a flight endurance record. The
aircraft flew westbound 26,366 statute miles
(42,432 km; the FAI accredited distance is
40,212 km) at an average altitude of 11,000 feet
(3,350 m).

Design and development
The aircraft was imagined by Burt Rutan and his
brother Dick Rutan in 1980. Burt sketched his
concept for the aircraft for Dick and Jeana
Yeager during a lunch in 1981. The idea was sketched
out on the back of a napkin. Voyager was built
in Mojave, California over a period of five years,
mainly by volunteers working under both the Rutan
Aircraft Factory and an organization named Voyager
Aircraft. Burt Rutan served as the lead designer for
the project, and the chief aerodynamicist was John
Roncz.
The airframe made of fiberglass, carbon fiber,
and Kevlar weighed 939 pounds (426 kg) when
empty. With the engines included, the unladen weight
of the plane was 2,250 pounds (1,020 kg). When it
was fully loaded with fuel for its historic flight it
weighed 9,694.5 pounds (4,397.4 kg). The aircraft
had an estimated lift-to-drag ratio (L/D) of
27. The canard and wing airfoils were custom-designed, and the aircraft was analyzed using computational
fluid dynamics. Vortex generators were added to the canard to reduce sensitivity to surface contamination by
rain.

Voyager on display in the National Air and Space Museum, Washington DC
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Voyager had front and rear propellers, powered by separate engines. It was originally flown on June 22, 1984,
powered by Lycoming O-235 engines with fixed-pitch propellers. In November 1985, the aircraft was rolled
out, fitted with world-flight engines, an air-cooled Teledyne Continental O-240 in the forward location and a
liquid-cooled Teledyne Continental IOL-200 in the aft location. Both were firstly fitted with wooden, variable-
pitch electrically actuated MT-Propellers. The plan was for the rear engine to be operated throughout the flight.
The front engine was intended to provide additional power for takeoff and the initial part of the flight until fuel
consumption significantly reduced the aircraft weight and lift-induced drag.
On July 15, 1986, Dick Rutan and Yeager completed a test flight off the coast of California, in which they flew
for 111 hours and 44 minutes, traveling 11,857 statute miles (19,082 km) in twenty circuits between San Luis
Obispo and Stewarts Point, breaking the previous record held since 28 May 1931 by a Bellanca CH-300 fitted
with a Packard DR-980 diesel engine, piloted by Walter Edwin Lees and Frederic Brossy which had set a
record by staying aloft for 84 hours and 32 minutes without being refueled. The first attempt at the Voyager
test flight was ended by the failure of a propeller pitch-change motor that resulted in an emergency landing
at Vandenberg Air Force Base. On a test flight on September 29, 1986, the airplane had to make an emergency
landing due to a propeller blade departing the aircraft. As a result, the decision was made to switch to
aluminium Hartzell hydraulically actuated propellers. In a crash program, Hartzell made custom propellers for
the aircraft, which were first flown on November 15, 1986.

World flight
Voyager's world flight takeoff took place on the longest runway at Edwards AFB at 8:01 am local time on
December 14, 1986, with 3,500 of the world's press in attendance. As the plane accelerated, the tips of the
wings, which were heavily loaded with fuel, were damaged as they unexpectedly flew down and scraped
against the runway, ultimately causing pieces (winglets) to break off at both ends (the pilot had wanted to gain
enough speed for the inner wings, rather than the fragile outer wings, to lift the plane; in 67 test flights, the
plane had never been loaded to capacity). The aircraft accelerated very slowly and needed approximately
14,200 feet (2.7 mi; 4.3 km) of the runway to gain enough speed to lift from the ground, the wings arching up
dramatically just before take-off. The two damaged winglets remained attached to the wings by only a thin
layer of carbon fiber and were removed by flying the Voyager in a slip, which introduced side-loading, tearing
the winglets off completely. Some of the carbon fiber skin was pulled off in the process, exposing the blue
foam core. Burt Rutan following with pilot Mike Melvill determined that Voyager was still within its
performance specifications despite the damage and decided to allow the flight to continue. During the flight,
the two pilots had to deal with extremely cramped quarters. To reduce stress, the two had originally intended
to fly the plane in three-hour shifts, but flight handling characteristics while the plane was heavy prevented
routine changeovers, and they became very fatigued. Dick Rutan reportedly stayed at the controls without
relief for almost the first three days of the flight.

Damaged left wingtip
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The plane also continuously reminded the pilots of its pitch instability and fragility. They had to maneuver
around bad weather numerous times, most perilously around the 600-mile-wide (1,000 km) Typhoon
Marge. Libya denied access to the country's airspace in response to Operation El Dorado Canyon earlier that
year. There were contentious radio conversations between the Rutan brothers as Dick flew around weather
and, at one time, turned around and began doubling back. As they neared California to land, a fuel pump failed
and had to be replaced with its twin pumping fuel from the other side of the aircraft.

In front of 55,000 spectators and a large press contingent, including 23 live feeds breaking into scheduled
broadcasting across Europe and North America, the plane safely came back to earth, touching down at
8:06 a.m. at the same airfield 9 days after take-off. Rutan made three low passes over the landing field before
putting Voyager down. The average speed for the flight was 116 miles per hour (187 km/h). There were 106
pounds (48 kg) of fuel remaining in the tanks, only about 1.5% of the fuel they had at take-off.

Sanctioned by the FAI and the AOPA, the flight was the first successful aerial nonstop, non-refueled
circumnavigation of the Earth that included two passes over the Equator (as opposed to shorter ostensible
"circumnavigations" circling the North or South Pole). This feat has since been accomplished only one other
time, by Steve Fossett in the Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer (also designed by Rutan). For the feat, Yeager, the
Rutans, and crew chief/builder Bruce Evans received the 1986 Collier Trophy.

Replica of the rear Teledyne Continental Motors engine of the Rutan Voyager

Specifications
Crew: two
Length: 29 ft 2 in (8.89 m)
Wingspan: 110 ft 8 in (33.73 m)
Height: 10 ft 3 in (3.12 m)
Wing area: 363 sq ft (33.7 m2)
Airfoil: Roncz 1046 (root), Roncz 1080 (tip), 1082/1082T (canard)[22]

Empty weight: 2,250 lb (1,021 kg)
Gross weight: 9,694.5 lb (4,397 kg)
Powerplant: 1 × Teledyne Continental O-240 4-cylinder horizontally-opposed engine,

130 hp (97 kW) (front engine)
Powerplant: 1 × Teledyne Continental IOL-200 4-cylinder horizontally-opposed engine,

110 hp (82 kW) (rear engine)
Propellers: 2-bladed
Performance
Maximum speed: 122 mph (196 km/h, 106 kn)
Range: 24,986 mi (40,212 km, 21,712 nmi)
Endurance: 216 hours

Wikipedia
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Here and There - Model Aircraft Oct. 1951
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Model Aircraft Oct.1951
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Occasional Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

October 2026

Autumn approaches & the nights begin to draw in. Thoughts turn to a bit of indoor flying, where
at least there are no long retrievals albeit in my case. I have a fairly lengthy journey to reach
the nearest free flight indoor centre at Bangor, ably administered by our own Martin Pike who
is endeavouring to stimulate a local “one model” activity. Martin has kindly “bulk purchased” a
few kits of the old Keil Kraft Elf now manufactured by the Vintage Model Company, with one
destined for me, to be collected at the next meeting in early Oct. It's a while since 1/16th balsa
was hacked about so it will be interesting to see how enthusiasm can (may?) overcome a
combination of poor eyesight, fingers that can't grip & old age! In the meantime, a search
revealed an alternative Elf designed by one Albert Hatfield & produced by Elite Models. The
original 20” span plan has been scaled down to approx 16” - same as KK Elf & perhaps a
comparison of performance will emerge? Here they are:

The latter designed by Bill Dean of Slicker fame.
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I wonder how many of us bother to read the online BMFA News? It contains a monthly 2 or 3
page article by Mike Woodhouse keeping free flight alive, always worth a browse. The most
recent edition also had an obit by Mike on Neville Willis, who designed a few models for Keil
Kraft in their later days. I guess we all know the Caprice as being a really well performing
glider, mine still exists tucked snugly away in a model box waiting to see the light of day –
maybe never? Other models he designed for Keil Kraft included Gaucho power comp, Snipe
sports power for small motors, Robin 23” sport rubber & Conquest 30” span towline glider. All
had a similar construction technique for the fuselage of sheet sides, probably deemed easier
to produce for kits & quicker for construction purposes? Plans for these are all available on
Outerzone. A few pics to jog memories (Courtesy Outerzone).

Caprice Conquest

Gaucho Robin

Snipe
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Onwards from last month’s snippet regarding Harold Towner, an enquiry was made of the RAF
Museum to see if any of his models still existed in storage. A reply was duly received indicating
3 models, a kit & a book were indeed held in storage with no plans to exhibit any. The models
are a Grumman J2F Duck, an Antonov AN-2 & a DH Mosquito, the kit is an Astral Boulton Paul
Defiant, the book is “Scale Model Aircraft that Fly”. Of these items, the book can still be
readily obtained via the web for modest cost. A request has been submitted on how to loan the
other items such that they can be loaned by the BMFA & exhibited at Buckminster. There is
precedence for such loans as the RAF Museum Cosford has loaned full size aircraft – for
example a magnificently restored photo reconnaissance Spitfire (PR XIX PM651) to Hooton
Park Hangers.  Await this space, albeit at first sight the loan process looks to be hideously
bureaucratic!. These are pics sent by the Museum.

Antonov AN-2 Grumman J2F Duck

DH Mosquito Astral kit

Further digging produced a clip from a past Model Engineering News edited so ably by the late
Ron Chernich. “Astral had entered the model kit market back in 1939 as the "Atlanta Aero
Model Company of Leeds". They changed the name to the "Astral Model Aero Company" in
August, 1941 and managed to weather the dark days of World War II, producing scale, rubber
powered stick and tissue kits. Despite a post-conflict resurgence which saw them obtain the
"sole [UK] rights" to Leon Schulman's "Banshee" pylon design, they faded away in 1949.

Their war time kits included wondrously complex subjects like the four engined Stirling,
Halifax and B17G “Flying Fortress”, twin engine designs like the Bristol Beaufighter and
Blenheim, plus other multi and single engine aircraft. With balsa and rubber unavailable after
1941 due to their classification as strategic supplies, Astral kits included a voucher which could
be exchanged for rubber, and employed a furry hardwood balsa substitute which was almost
totally impervious to knife or razor blade. This gave their kits a reputation as being next to
unbuildable, so the cynical might see this as the reason for the rubber voucher scheme—they
knew few kits would ever reached the stage where the rubber was required! Regardless, the
actual designs, most by the renowned Harold J Towner, and Howard Boys, were and remain
first class designs, very accurate with respect to scale, and fit of parts.”
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As a befitting tribute to a couple of really talented modellers in H J Towner & Howard Boys,
here is the opening text of “Scale Model Aircraft that Fly” written in 1941 – the words still
mostly holds true today albeit to a far smaller audience than in 1941 & to a country that is a
far cry from those days.
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Rooting around through the plans library for this months’ choice, I came across a little power
model designed for the AMCO 87 called Triumph 33 from Aeromodels Ltd of Liverpool & as I
couldn't recall anything about the Company who kitted the plan, another bit of digging produced
the following (to me) interesting information from the Brighton Toy & Model Museum.

Aeromodels Ltd. produced a range of model aeroplane kits in the 1930s. The company
advertised in Meccano Magazine from February 1932 to November 1937. Graces Guide also list
them as having had a stand at the 1947 British Industries Fair.

1932 advertising text:
Model No.1 GIPSY MOTH

At Last! You can construct a scale model accurate in every detail!
Hours of interest and instruction are yours when you make this beautiful model of
the Gypsy Moth. You build it from detailed plans of the machine, and every part is
true to scale. In constructing it you will gain invaluable knowledge of the actual
principles and problems of aeroplane construction.
AEROMODELS Are absolutely unique constructional sets, complete with everything
needed for building perfect models – there ar eno extras to buy. all the parts are
correctly coloured and the finished model has a most realistic appearance – so real
that only an expert can tell a photograph of the model from one of the real machine.
The elaborately detailed plans – scale copies of the originals – make the actual
construction a fascinating job, yet a simple one.
Model Series No.1., the world-famous Gipsy Moth is now ready.

Model No.2.
The well-known Comper-Swift, which recently broke the England-Australia record, is
now in preparation, and sets of other celebrated aircraft will follow at intervals.

Hobbies Weekly, , February 1932

Here is one of their pre-war
adverts – at this time, they were
certainly not in Liverpool!

Has anyone ever come across or
even built any models from this
long gone Company?

If you can shed any light on the
Company or its models, please let
us know.

Roger Newman
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller October 1955
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Aeromodeller October 1955
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Tramps on the Downs - Nick Peppiatt

31st Grant MIMLOCT, Epsom Downs, August 2026

One location where the annual Grant Memorial International Mass Launch of Cloud Tramps
event took place at 5pm on Saturday 1st August  was on Epsom Downs, inside the confines of
the race course. This was organised by the Epsom Downs Model Aircraft Club. The idea is that
Cloud Tramp mass launches take place at the same time throughout the world. The weather
forecast for Epsom Downs was good with light winds, however when I arrived a kite was being
flown and the wind speed was around 15mph. Fortunately, there was a lull around 5pm.
Michael Hall took some fine photos of the event, two of which are included here. More can be
found on the EDMAC website Epsom Downs Model Aircraft Club | RC Flying in Surrey.

The participants line up by the EDMAC sign
More information on the Grant MIMLOCT can be found on the Endless Lift website endless Lift,

the wonder of simple aviation

5pm - Up Up and Away

Nick Peppiatt
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Jumbo Rubber Model Flies On - John Taylor

In the Sept NC Roger Newman mentioned the interest in Jumbo Rubber Scale by myself
and Roy Tiller here in the Bournemouth club. Our interest was aroused by the sight of a
beautiful SE 5 flying so realistically slow at one of David Bakers MW meetings. The builder was
I think Lionel Haines. The model was built for a competition for scale models, rubber powered
and 50 in minimum wingspan.

I drew up a plan for a 54in span Pilatus Porter. It had a long nose and seemed most
suited to be rubber powered. Roy Tiller chose to build a Cessna from a plan from an American
kit. The models had large unscale props which were unsightly but once airborn they were not
noticeable. Both of our models flew well. After my model was disqualified for being too modern
[post 1950] I needed to build a .new model.

David Baker suggested the VIRI. The full size plane was a Finnish design built in 1936
and powered by 45 hp 3 cyl radial engine giving a top speed of 88 mph. The plane was only 26
ft span. The one and only plane built was destroyed in a non-fatal crash. My model was 52in
span and weighed just 9 oz and flew on 12 strands of 1/4" rubber weighing 2 oz. It was covered
in lightweight Modelspan dyed in Nescafe Gold Blend. I have seen a video of it flying at MW.
Somewhere on You Tube I think.

In the meantime Roy Tiller started to build a Comper Swift, this was single seat high
wing racing machine just 24ft span powered by a 75 hp radial engine. The early versions in the
1930’s cost around £750 ready to fly. The last three planes to be built were powered by a de
Havilland Gipsy Major 4 cyl in line engine. This motor could fly the plane at up to 88mph.
Airplane G-ACBY crashed near Northampton during a race in 1933 killing the pilot.

Now ,back to Roy’s model. After our flying at MW was stopped, Roy’s Comper Swift had
lain unfinished in his workshop for some time until he had a clear out and offered it to me. I
took the project on to convert it to electric powered radio assist. Just Rudder, Elevator and
Motor speed control. I laminated an extra spar to the main spar and added extra spars top and
bottom removed the LE and fixed a thicker section hard balsa LE. The longerons were
reinforced inside the fuselage and a rudder and elevator cut in to the tailplane. The original
structure so carefully and skilfully built by Roy
to be light and strong was now ready to be
fitted with all the new gear. The model was
covered in polyspan clear doped and sprayed
from a spray can. The Model flies well and
gives pleasure to those who have seen it.
Another model saved to add to my collection.

John Taylor
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Nordic Build - Rolf Christophersen KD0EGD

Continued from September issue page 29
Hi John,
I drew my own airfoil after reading the Zaic glider book and the wing, 50”, is in progress.

It has a carbon fiber strip across the center section and is now capped on the forward leading
edge area with a strip of balsa.
I am going to use light weight heat-shrink cover when the construction is complete. I have a
hot shoe and a heat gun to finish the covering. Having good tools makes the hobby more
enjoyable for me.

Rolf Christophersen KD0EGD

Bits & Bobs & Engines for Sale

Martin  Dilly:

Biotrack BT-1  professional animal/model aircraft tracking equipment

One Biotrack BT-1 tracking receiver with leather cover, folding Yagi aerial and nylon carrying
case + earphones (one earphone clip to headband is missing). Three tag transmitters, weighing
1.5gm, currently using a CR2032 coin cell in a coin cell holder for use in a glider, but usually
powered by a much lighter CR425 fishing float battery. Operates in the 173.2 MHz band with
a range of around 30km in the air. The tags are specifically tuned to this receiver. All checked
and working. Instructions and extensive data included.
The BT-1 originally cost £525 and the tags were around £60 each. I am no longer fit enough
to compete in free-flight contests, hence the sale. Offers around £300 for the whole kit.
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A Tatone tank mount, unused, for a TeeDee .049. £6.

An unused Chinese knock-off of the Seelig F1C An unused Chinese P1C timer, in box.
timer, in box. Four functions plus DT. £12 Two functions plus DT. £9

.

Engine Timer, based on KSB mechanism, but with squeeze-off plus two functions,
say v.i.t. and AR.   Used on the original Vindaloo 1/2 in Aeromodeller. £7

DT Timers. The bottom three, two KSB and one Graupner (KSB re-badged)
appear unused and are £10 each. Four others have the auto-start mod for glider use and are £8 each.
Three others, used and working, are £7.
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Six unused Cox 6x3 props with packet, £10.

A pair of MS airwheels with box, inflator and instructions, £8.

CO2 chargers, two Telco and one unknown, possibly Modela, plus a tank and bits
including filler nozzle. £10.

All plus postage.
Contact Martin Dilly on 02087775533 or martindilly20@gmail.com
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Bits & Bobs & Engines for sale continued:

Andrew Longhurst:

The well-known Oxford MFC member Jim Paton died recently.
I have been tasked with disposing of his engines. After club members have had their pick I
still have about 28 left. The proceeds of any sales will go to the Tagora League for Children
which is a charity Jim and his wife set up whilst working in Tanzania just after they were
married.
No reasonable offer (plus postage) will be refused.
Anyone interested can contact me on the email or telephone number below. Please help.

Ref Name Capacity
cc Condition Box

Y/N
1 Millish 0.30 Redfin 0.30 Good Running condition Y

2 VA Mini Mills .4cc 0.40 New in box Y

3 Clan Diesel 0.48 In good running condition Y

4 Mills 1.3 mini replica by
Dave Banks 0.50 Contra piston loose but would run with comp screw lock N

5 Mills 1.3 mini replica by
Dave Banks 0.50 Good Working Order Y

6 DC Bantam Glow 0.50 New in box but needs freeing up. Low power but the crankshaft may fit
a Dart Y

7 ED Bee minature 0.50 New in Box Y

8 MP Jet with Mills style induction 0.60 Excellent Condition - Only 2 lug holes but more powerful than a Mills N

9 MP Jet with Mills style induction 0..60 Excellent Condition - bulkhead mount system N

10 Mills .75 Gold Head replica 0.75 Heavy replica beautifully built but no maker. Very good condition N

11 Mills .75 Replica (grey crancase) 0.75 Good running condition looks great in gold and grey but fins attacked
with pliers N

12 Original Mills .75 0.75 Which one is left? Y

13 CS Boddo Mills .75 0.75 New in box Y

14 CS Boddo Mills .75 0.75 In good running condition Y

15 Late Model Cox 049
rear intake/mount 0.80 New recent production Reed valve Cox engine with split bifurcated

exhausts N

16 Cox babe bee
rear intake/mount/tank 0.80 Immaculate with spinner N

17 Cox TEE DEE 049 glow 0.80 New in rather battered box Y

18 Cox Thimble Drome TeeDee 049 0.80 New in box Y

19 ED Bee Mk1 1.00 Very clean engine with tank N

20 ED Bee Mk2 1.00 Very clean engine with tank N

21 ED Bee Mk2 1.00 Good running order but no tank or needle valve N

22 Mills 1.3 full size replica 1.30 Heavy replica but beautifully built. Good condition but no tank or maker N

23 AM 15 Mk2 1.50 Outside scratches but ready to go and feels v,good - no tank Y

24 Cox TEE DEE .09 glow 1.50 Good running condition but scuffed outer N

25 ED Racer 2.50 Good Working Order - one exhaust stack neatly removed for silencer
strap. Spinner and prop driver graunched but working N

26 New Forster 29 glow 4.75 New in Box Y

27 Ohlsson & Rice 29 Sparkie
(rear intake) 5.00 Pre war from USA needs TLC N

28 Ohlsson & Rice 29 Sparkie
(front intake) 5.00 Post war from USA in good condition N

contact: - andrewlonghurst@yahoo.com - tel: 07948 706402



31

Crookham Gala - Alan Brocklehurst

Hi John,

Here's a few words and a couple of photo's for the New Clarion – as usual, I was busy flying,
so I didn't have time to take many! I imagine you will get a report and results from Chris
and/or Ray.

First, a photo of the line of cars as I walked back from one of my flights. My model (C-04)
was 'placed' in the foreground as my phone camera has a wide angle lens and I needed a subject.
(Editor, I cropped it out, sorry)
Anyway, as you can see, there were
about 12 cars present.
It was good to get out and fly FF
again at the Crookham Gala on
Sunday, despite the wind taking the
models quite a way over Salisbury
Plain.
(I hope Chris Redrup got his model
back eventually!).
It was a pleasantly warm and dry day
and the NW/NNW wind took the
models along, or sometimes across
the valley.
I flew my F1G in the Combined Mini
event and assisted B&W club mate
Colin Sharman, who did well in Maxi
with his Inchworm.
Luckily, I launched into helpful air
for my first flight, although it never
really got high, but just made the
max. Then, as the scores showed,
conditions became a little tricky in
the middle of the day! That's my
excuse anyway!
For my last flight I launched from the SW corner of the 'trimming field' where the air seemed
much more predictable and easily made the max.
Roy Vaughn did well with his F1G after one of his flights landed in the trees, but was recovered
and I managed to get this photo as he launched for his 3rd max.
That's all for now,

Alan Brocklehurst
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Engine Analysis: Atwood Wasp .049 - Aeromodeller October 1951
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Secretary’s notes for October 2026 - Ray Elliott

Anyone for Electric Mini-Vintage Rubber?!
If the proposed amalgamation of SAM35 and SAM1066 goes ahead as planned it is likely that
there will be more free flight contests held at Buckminster.
In view of this, with Buckminster being a relatively small site, consideration is being given to
focusing on running contests for the 2 minute and smaller classes.
I would therefore like to explore whether a small electric free-flight class for vintage designs
would be practical, fair and attractive to competitors.
Taking this premise I have been thinking about the possibility of having an electric class for
vintage designs. To this end I have in mind a class based on Mini-Vintage Rubber with electric
motors replacing the rubber.
I would suggest aiming for an electric power set up that has the same energy as a rubber motor.
A 20g rubber motor has about 200 joules of energy. This value of energy could be achieved
with an electric motor producing 10 watts with a 20 second run, or 10 watts with a 40 second
run. A typical MV rubber model has a motor run probably more than a minute.
On the other hand, perhaps, it would be more logical to use the E30 rules with the following
changes;

 No minimum weight
 No maximum wingspan of 30iins -change to 34ins
 No maximum fuselage length

One advantage of an electric model over a rubber model is that the motor run can be readily
changed to suit the weather conditions.
I note that SAM in the US have a class for Electric Rubber Vintage but this is only for Radio
Control. I haven’t carried out extensive research as to whether any other
clubs/organizations/countries have such classes.
I would appreciate any comments on the above.

Ray Elliott

It’s been like this ever since they opened Buckminster
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Rubber: Stability Lady – early design by one Bill Dean published in Aeromodeller

Glider: Helios - another fairly early one from Model Aircraft mag
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Power: Triumph 33 – another fairly early one from Model Aircraft mag

Roger Newman
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Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 19th Saturday Crookham Gala
or September 20th. Sunday
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites

SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.net
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Belair Kit’s - www.belairdigital.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.mfnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rcbookcase.com
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
Magazine Downloads - www.rcbookcase.com
Flying Aces Club - www.flyingacesclub.com
Oxford Model Flying Club - www.oxfordmfc.bmfa.club
DC Maxecutors MAC - www.dcmaxecuter.org

control/left click to go to sites
or paste the address into your browser

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


