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Web Site: Tandy’s Model Aircraft

Waco SRE
September 7, 2014
This picture shows the elevator folded over on top of the stab. Notice that the covering over the stab
and elevator hinge slot have been sliced open and the 8 hinge halves inserted. To realign all of the hinges
with each other again, the elevator was positioned behind the stab and the continuous piano hinge wire

was run through the hinge halves pinning the two surfaces together. The elevator was moved up and down
several times to insure the axis of the hinge line was straight. Then the hinge wire was removed.

This discussion was copied from an earlier Comet Sailplane project report
To permanently bond the hinge halves in their individual slots, I have use drops of thin CA to wick down
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in between the hinge tongue and the balsa slot in several places as shown below, which takes a pretty
steady hand and lots of time. Much care has to be taken because if the CA ever wicks into the hinge
loops you are deep trouble. For years I have blunted the tip of a straight pin with a file. A drop of CA is
applied to the blunted end of the straight pin and used to apply the CA to the hinge. This takes a lot of
practice and you waste a lot of thin CA trying to get the drop to stay on the end straight pin, but it can
be done, given enough time and patience.

********* CLEVER TIP FOR APPLYING CA *********
My friend James Lollar from Ada, Oklahoma, clued me in on how to accomplish this task almost
effortlessly. For years he has used a sowing needle with the tip of the eye cut off as shown
below. When he puts a drop of thin CA on the needle, the drop will always catch and stay in the fork due
to surface tension. Then he can easily touch the fork to the desired spot on the hinge and the CA goes
right into where he wants.

Early this afternoon I bonded all 13 hinge halves in place on the stab, elevator, fin, and rudder and
hinged them together by installing the two hinge wires...................Tandy
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