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Fairchild PT-19 Military Trainer

October 29, 2012
At this point in the model’s construction, a decision had to be made as to whether to glue the wing on, complete the fillets around the wing’s leading
edge, and extend the front bottom stringers back to wing’s main spar or to cover the wing with yellow tissue and fuselage with blue tissue
separately and then glue them together. Since I was having problems coming to the answer on my own, I decided to ask several accomplished scale
rubber powered modelers as how they would go about this. Over 90% of the experienced modelers asked recommended covering the wing and
fuselage separately before gluing them together along with providing several other stipulations, which I will not go into here. So that is the
approach I will take.

The fuselage will be covered first, but some finishing detail work and final sanding has to be done. In the picture below, you can see that there is no
“standoff” covering ledge along the top longeron. This means that side tissue covering will attach itself irregularly down the vertical members and
at some point bridge up the stringer, a very unsightly covering effect.

In order to eliminate this problem, pieces of 1/32” X 3/32” balsa were stripped off of 1/32” sheet using Dan McLeod balsa stripper and carefully
glued to the top longeron down its entire length. The strip was then carved and sanded into a matching taper to provide the necessary 1/32”
standoff as shown below. The was done to both the top and bottom longerons on both sides of the fuselage. Now the tissue will cover smoothly
down the sides and not attach itself to the vertical members.

Fill balsa was glued in between the stringers on the tail post as shown below.
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The fill balsa was then sanded down flush as shown below.

This picture shows the vertical tail as framed up back in Report No. 9.
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I got a note from Duke Horn at the time that said the rudder did not look right. He said the bottom of the rudder is not scale and should be more
rounded. So I modified the rudder frame to be more rounded as shown below.

This picture shows the vertical tail integrated with the finished fuselage, which is now almost ready to cover.

For a scale comparison, this picture shows the PT-19 in flight. Notice how closely the modified the rudder frame now matches the real aircraft’s
rudder. In fact the entire fuselage is a pretty good scale match to the real aircraft don’t you think……………………………………Tandy

Tandy C. Walker
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