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Issue:  41, April 2015

The Geezer
Official Journal of the WA Model Aero Club (inc) and 

SAM 270 Western Australia

From the President.

Hard to believe another month has passed, there has been very little action down at the field with no 
events run since the Burford and Standard Duration. There are a few events scheduled for this month 

starting with the state FF scramble and hand launched glider events being held at the Mitchell field in Oak-
ford, the same place as last year. These two events are always a lot of fun and a great introduction to FF 
flying, with the scramble event you just have to keep it in the air as long and as many times as you can in 
the 1 hour allotted time frame. The hurl glider will also be run in conjunction with catapult launch and dis-
cuss launch gliders and all three will compete against each other.

 I spent some time at the field on Sunday afternoon dragging some steel mesh with a heavy steel pipe on it 
to try to level the area we use and I’m pleased to report that it worked pretty well, all the wheel ruts and hol-
lows are now gone. We just need some rain to assist the grass to cover the sand areas and we are back in 
business. Thanks to Graeme Cook for the donation of the four pieces of mesh. I purchased the necessary  
steel cable and fittings to enable us to tow it behind the four wheel drive and after about four laps the area 
is pretty flat. Thanks also to Gary and Angela for coming down to assist me.

There has been a request that the glider event scheduled for this month be postponed as two of our flyers 
are not able to attend on the day. I will look at the calendar and try to reschedule this for a better date so 
all can participate. This is still a trial event so we want to give it the best shot of becoming a state event in 
the future.

Dicko

A “Bomber” descends through one 
shade of grey, a photo from last 
year’s events.
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WAMAC Minutes of  general meet-
ing held on : 13th March 2015

Held at: 20 Granville Way, Willetton

Meeting started at: 8pm with the president 
Ian Dixon in the chair.

Members present: I.Dixon, P.Baartz, 
M.Butcher, B.Slyns-Daniels, G.McLure, 
A.Bentley, R.Rowson, G.Cooke

Apologies: R.Bovell, K.Hooper, T.Latto, 
A.Trott

Visitors:

Correspondence inwards: DT 192 and oth-
er newsletters

Correspondence outwards: Geezer to 
mailing list
.
Treasurer’s report: Balance at bank: 
$16,020.94   21 members including 1 junior, 
9 associates Moved report be received 
P.Baartz, seconded I.Dixon and carried.

Minutes of previous meeting:  were con-
firmed as circulated to members. Moved 
M.Butcher, seconded R.Rowson and car-
ried.

Business arising: 

General Business: Dates for Dandaragan 
weekend confirmed by Kevin Hooper, he 
has booked venues for the events to be 
held.  Dates are 15th and 16th August.

Discussion regarding maintenance of fly-
ing field, resolved that Graeme Cooke and 
Ian Dixon would organize between them 
for the necessary equipment.

Competition results: 

SAM270 Standard Duration:  1. T.Latto  
2.R.McDonald, 3. I.Dixon  4. P.Baartz

SAM270 Burford Duration:  1. I.Dixon, 2. 
R.McDonald, 3. K.Hooper, 4. R.Silbereisen
   
Meeting Closed at: 8.33pm

Solved !
The perfect hand launch.

Found in my copy of  the 1943 publication - “The De-
sign and Construction of Flying Model Aircraft” this 

illustration depicts a novel method of hand launching 
a large model. Somehow it may meet with more than 
air resistance today. (Ed.)
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Dorothy Buckley Trophy
Update

The Dorothy Buckley trophy is present-
ed each year by Aeromodellers W.A to 

the top point-scorer in State Championship 
events held during that calendar year.
The score is calculated from all disciplines 
and classes within the spectrum of AWA 
state events.

1947 was the first year that the trophy was 
presented and won in that year as well as 
the following two years by R.E.Fisher, since 
2006 members of WAMAC have been 
prominent winners of the trophy, in particu-
lar Ian Dixon and Rod McDonald.

There is an air of mystery surrounding Dor-
othy Buckley herself and as to why she or-
ganised a trophy for aeromodelling. There 
was a rumour which may or may not be 
baseless that Dorothy had a son who was 
involved in aeromodelling and joined the 
RAAF during the war years, sadly not to re-
turn home from duty.

In 1947 when the trophy was first present-
ed the main disciplines were Free-flight and 
a few control line events as this discipline 
was in it’s infancy.

The attached article was written by Alex 
Cunningham, who along with such fellow 
modellers as Len Armour, Theo Merrifield 
and Dick Gibbs entered the first competition 
for the Dorothy Buckley trophy.

The article on the right of this page was 
published in ‘Windsock’ around twenty 
years ago.

(Thanks to Paul Baartz for providing these 
two articles.)

The Dorothy Buckley Trophy

Pegasus the winged horse, begotten of Poseidon and 
sprung from the body of Medusa when Perseus struck 

off her head. With a stroke of his hoof he broke open the 
spring of Hippocrene on Mt Helicon, and mounted on him 
Beelerophon slew the Chimera; thereafter he ascended to 
heaven, and became a constellation in the sky.

Of course we knew all of this from our Greek studies did 
we not? It would be easy to say that the above was the de-
sign idea for the Dorothy Buckley Trophy and those wish-
ing to believe this are invited to continue to do so. Little 
is known by me of Mrs Buckley and her wish to have the 
trophy made. I can but narrate the following.

Stewart Dawson (London) Ltd was considered to be one of 
Perth’s leading jewellery stores. It was located on the cor-
ner of Hay and Barrack Street (west side) and was bound-
ed on one side by Royal Arcade and on the other by a milk 
bar whilst underneath was the Alhambra Bars. My situation 
as a 16 year old lad was to try to learn the retail jewellery 
trade and at the same time run errands, sweep floors, and 
clean windows
.
One day the boss, an owner-partner, informed me that a 
lady wished to have a trophy made to be presented to the 
winner of a model aeroplane competition and as I “made 
those sort of things”, would I try and think of a design! 
Struth, here I was a 16 year old who did not know silt from 
clay about anything being asked to come up with an idea 
for a trophy worth a fortune in those days. I told him that I 
had an “Aeromodeller” at home with Pegasus the winged 
horse on the cover and this might be of some use. He 
looked blank and I was told to jump on the shop bike and 
go and get it and give it to Des Cavanagh. Des was a man-
ufacturing jeweller who had a workshop upstairs in Royal 
Arcade and was an old bloke of at least 25 years! Des first-
ly made Pegasus up in pink wax before casting it in silver. 
A half wing was made up in brass and then chromed, and a 
wooden mounting like a wing tip tank was fitted onto which 
the horse was attached.
On completion the trophy looked absolutely magnificent. 
I was told that Mrs Buckley was more than pleased with 
what we had come up with. Today, the Dorothy Buckley 
Trophy is looking rather worn but, 50 years on, so am I.
Theo Merrifield told me he was there when the first compe-
tition was flown, and he’s old too you know! Lennie Armour 
and I both flew that day, but of course that’s another story.
Alex J Cunningham
(Ex WA 2)
Sad footnote:  both Len Armour and Theo Merrifield are 
now deceased
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The two models on the left were recently con-
structed by Graeme Cooke

F/F “Binatang 30” with RedFin Millish 0.75 upfront, 
built from Dave Brown short kit and scrap box over 
last 2 weekends.

Recycled Orange Box glider, Graeme had the 
wings sitting in his shed for over 25 years before 
recovering the wings, procuring a plan and build-
ing the new fuselage and tailplane late last year.

Another two under construction are the models 
below. A “Buzzard Bombshell” is nearly complete. 
The “Challenger” aka “Tiger” is a 1941 design and 
is slowly taking shape.

Both models by Michael Butcher.

“De-construction” Page - what we are building.



5  Geezer April 2015
 

Office Wallahs
President: Ian Dixon     

Email: ian@perthartglass.com.au

Secretary/Treasurer: Paul Baartz           
Email: paulbaartz@hotmail.com

Vice President/AWA delegate: Troy Latto
Email: latto@iprimus.com.au

Geezer Editor: Michael Butcher
Email: lormic@optusnet.com.au

Contest Co-ordinator: Rob Bovell
Email: bert6058@yahoo.com.au

Paul Baartz Shield 2015

SAM number Name Club Points

2706 R McDonald 6
27017 I Dixon 6
2704 T Latto 5
27021 K Hooper 3
2703 R Rowson 2
2701 P Baartz 1
27028 R Silbereisen 1
2702 P Spencer 0
27010 G Eyres 0
27011 R Hoogenkamp 0
27012 G Dickens 0
27013 A Trott 0
27014 H Van Leeuwen 0
27015 G Cook 0
27016 J Voak 0
27019 R Bovell 0
27020 C Behr 0
27022 R Sherburn 0
27023 G McLure 0
27024 R Sutherland 0
27025 L Isitt 0
27026 B Slyns-Daniels 0
27027 M Butcher 0
27029 C Edwards 0
27031 G Car 0
27033 B Edwards 0
27036 E Mitchell 0

The SAM270 Facebook page is up and 
running. Just click the logo above and hit 
“Like” when the page comes up so you 
can see all the action around the club

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sam270/1405109643093936
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sam270/1405109643093936
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Date Event Location Start CD
March 1st Combined Open Meckering 9.00am

March 8th Standard Duration Oakford 9.00pm

Burford Duration Oakford 11.00am

March 15th WAFFS Free Flight Cup Meckering 9.00 am

March 22nd Maelstrom Mass Launch

Ebenezer Mass Launch TBA 9.00am

March 29th Open Rubber State Championships Meckering 9.00 am

SLOP State Championships

April 12th HLG/CLG State Championships

Power Scramble State TBA 9.00 am

Championships

April 19th Nostalgia Oakford 9.00 am

Vintage Glider Oakford 11.00am

April 26th 1/2A Texaco Oakford 9.00 am

May 3rd   P30 State Champs / F1G Cup Meckering 9.00 am

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup

May 24th OT Duration Oakford 9.00 am

2cc Duration Trial event Oakford 11.00am

30th May– 1st June F1A, F1B and F1C State Meckering 9.00 am

Championships (TT)

June 7th 1/2A Electric Oakford 9.00 am

OT Texaco Oakford 11.00am

June 14th ’38 Antique Oakford 9.00 am

28th June Escargot Trophy Meckering 9.00 am

WAMAC Cup

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup

5th July Open Power State Championships Meckering 9.00 am

F1B Crowley Cup

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup

July 12th Nostalgia (State) Oakford 9.00 am

19th July Fuller, Nostalgia and F1Q Meckering 9.00 am

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup

July 26th Burford (State) Oakford 9.00 am

August 15th – 16th FIA Team trials F1A, Meckering 9.00 am

F1B and F1C(TT)

Combined Open / Free Flight Cup

August 22nd -23rd Possible weekend away Dandaragan

September 13th OT Duration (State) Oakford 9.00am

September 20th OT Standard Duration (State)  Oakford 9.00am

October 4th 1/2A Electric (State) Oakford 9.00am

October 25th Texaco (State) Oakford 9.00am

November 8rd 1/2A Texaco (State) Oakford 9.00am

November 22th ’38 Antique (State) Oakford 9.00am

November 29th      Tomboy Rally Oakford 9.00am

Contest Calendar for 2015
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Klarich Custom Kits has been a family owned and operated business for over fifteen 
yearsserving clients around the world. We produce partial model air plane kits. 
Includingbut not limited toAntique old timer and Nostalgia free-flight. Hand crafting all 
thecurved parts, we have put together a partial kit for free-flight and adaptive radio-
controlled 

2301 Sonata Drive 
Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670 

Phone: (916) 635-4588 
KlarichKits@gmail.com 

 
Great products, excellent service, competitive pricing! 

 

 

         Model Draughting Services 
Providers of quality laser cut Antique, Vintage, 
Nostalgia, Sport, Scale, Control Line and Free Flight 
kits, plans and accessories. 

Dave Brown 
2 Cary Ave 
Wallerwang, 2845, NSW 
Ph: 02 6355 7298  

                           Email: daveb@ix.net.au 

 

 Want an Aussie made Ignition system?  
Who you gonna call? 

 
               Peter Scott!! 

 
Ignition coil assemblies with transistor - 

ready to go only $70!! 
 

. Contact qualmag@optusnet.com.au 
   Or Phone: (02) 9624 1262 

 

 Larry Davidson 
66 Casa Mia Circle 

Moneta, VA. 24121-5307 
(540)721-4563 

Supplier of specialist model equipment for 
antique and spark ignition motors 

     Email: samchamp@jetbroadband.com 

 

  Texas Timers   
 
Suppliers of clockwork and electronic timers and accessories for 

free flight aircraft 
 

Hank Nystrom 

Phone: (423) 282-6423 

Email: sales@texastimers.com 

www.texastimers.com 

 

 Owen Engines 
 

Authorized agent for PAW, MP JET, and Schlosser 
diesel engines and spare parts. GB reproduction 

diesels and spare parts are our speciality. 
 

Contact David Owen for a catalog at 
owendc@tpg.com.au 

 

 

 Aerotech Electronics 
 

Electronic ignition timers for sparkies! 
Receiver activated shutoffs eliminate 

mechanical switches and make your spark 
ignition installation a breeze! 

 
Email Marvin Stern:  IGN-sw@optimum.net 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
We make thousands of excellent parts for collectors and model engine enthusiasts 
all over the world. If you are in need of an authentic, well-made reproduction part 
for any model engine, you have found the BEST and LARGEST source for 
professionally produced antique model engine parts anywhere. 
 
Email: info@woodysengines.com or Phone (269) 665-9693 


