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                  The Geezer  
Official Journal of the WA Model Aero Club (inc) and  

SAM 270 Western Australia 
 

 

Issue 7: July, 2011 

 Editors Rant.. 
 
For some reason I am unable to fathom, the great man in 
the sky does not seem to like Standard Duration (something 
He has in common with our Eastern States Bretheren). I 
use in evidence exhibit A – the postponing, yet again, of our 
SAM270 Standard Duration event to July 17 after our 
postponed June 12 date was blown out again. With any luck 
the wind will stop howling long enough in July for us to get 4 
rounds and a flyoff in. I am nothing if not an optimist/ 
 
It’s a long way to the top.. 

While on the subject of events, the calendar is very full over 
the March to November period due to SAM270, AWA and a 
few free flight events. We haven’t had many weekends 
where there isn’t some kind of comp going on and it adds 
up to a long and large commitment in time – both flying and 
building. I’m not complaining, just pointing out that we must 
be careful we don’t burn out from over participation. 
Perhaps we should bend some thought toward grouping/ 
flying two or three SAM270 events over a weekend like they 
do in other parts of the country?Just a thought.. 
 
New Year, New Blood 

The AGM was a great success and I would like to introduce 
you to your new Committee for 2011/2012: 
 
President: Ian Dixon 
Secretary/Treasurer: Paul Baartz 
Vice President/Geezer editor: Troy Latto 
Contest Secretary: Rob Bovell 
 
In Good news for tight arses: AWA and Club Fees will 
remain the same for the 2011/2012 financial year so you 
have no excuse for not rejoining. Get your fees to Paul or 
Ian by June 30 (or soon thereafter) to maintain your 
insurance coverage. No pay – no play!! 
 
My cup runneth over 

This month we have a plethora of varied content for your 
delectation, including a new electric old timer  column – 
“Watt For” – written by Peter “Kenny” Everett. Peter will be 
writing semi regularly and include news and information on 
the electric old timer scene. Dicko has let slip a few secrets 
from the cave for the deconstruction pages – his step by 
step photo essay on constructing hub caps from aluminium 
cans is as good as you will see in any overpriced ARF 
catalog sold at a newsagency. We have a new “Archive”” 
section comprising a potted history of WAMAC , a swag of 
comp reports and The Geezers favourite SAM 1788 
member, Peter “Condo” Smith, has sent a brain teaser for 
you to wrap your geriatric heads around. Enjoy! 
 
Troy “Zeek” Latto 
SAM2704 
Editor-that’s-large 

 

SAM 270 Open Duration – Sunday 5
th
 June 2011 – Oakford 

 
The SAM 270 Open Duration Event for 2011 was flown at Oakford 
on a cool Sunday morning. Clear skies were the order of the day, 
however a fickle and gusty breeze was blowing from the east south 
east. A total of 12 pilots turned out to fly, which is by far the largest 
entry for a SAM 270 event this year. On a day when most 
competitors managed at least one maximum flight of 7 minutes, just 
as many ended flights ended with an out landing. 
 

 
Flight Line at Open Duration.. 

 
Open Duration has been likened by many to vertical drag racing 
and having now seen the competition first hand I understand why. 
All entrants chose to run four stroke engines and only 6 Lanzo 
Bombers were entered. 
 
Ian Dixon was the only flyer who managed to post three 
maximums, which precluded the need to conduct a fly-off to 
determine first place. 
 
Paul Baartz again showed why he is considered by many to be the 
'Dalai Lama' of SAM 270, with him completing 3 flights before 
heading home and securing second place. 
 
Troy Latto put up 2 maximums and one other solid flight, which 
gave him 3

rd
 place. 

 
Ian Dixon, Troy Latto and “The Iron Claw” – winners of SAM270 
Open Duration.. 
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Rob Rowson launched into his 4
th
 flight and with 2 maximums looked 

as if he could seriously challenge Dicko and force a fly off. However 
a seriously burnt out servo put paid to this flight, which ended up 
being his second out landing. Being such a close contest this saw 
Rob drop from a potential top three finish to equal 7

th
 place. 

 
Kevin Hooper had an early out landing through the tree that seems to 
attract so many aircraft during competitions. Some minor field repairs 
and Kevin was able to complete his flights. 

 
What could they all be looking at??? 

 
Les Isitt landed in the top of the same tree. Maybe it's a balsa 
magnet, as we were treated to a demagnetising ceremony involving 
ropes and other odd paraphernalia conducted by Les and Kevin. This 
appeared to work as the tree finally yielded and released its hold on 
Les's model only to have it crack up during the final part of the 
descent. 
 

 
The hitherto unknown tree speciae – “Eucalyptus Isittus crashaplana” 
 
I managed to damage my model during a poorly judged take off, 
which resulted in broken longerons and this meant I had to retire 
after only 1 flight. 
 
Results 
1. Ian Dixon  Stardust Special Magnum 61 FS 1260 
2. Paul Baartz 85% Bomber Saito 62 FS 1250 
3. Troy Latto 85% Bomber OS 52 FS  1248 
4. Ray Sherburn Playboy Senior Magnum 61 FS 1240 
5. Alan Trott  85% Bomber Magnum 61 FS 1211 
6. Greg McLure 70% Bomber   OS 30 FS 1040 
7. Rob Rowson 85% Bomber    Saito 65 FS   840 
7. Rod McDonald Snuffy/Kerswap Magnum 61 FS   840 
9. Richard Sutherland Buccaneer ASP 61 FS   627 
10. Kevin HooperPlayboy Cabin ASP 61 FS   389 
11. Rob BovellPlayboy Cabin OS 52 FS    329 
12. Les Isitt 85% Bomber Magnum 61 FS   264 
 
Finally, I want to thank all the competitors for the excellent turnout, 
and a big thank you must also go out to those who came along to act 
as timekeepers and generally help out. 
 
Rob Bovell. 

 

SAM 270 '38 Antique - 19
th
 June 2011 – 

Wanneroo 
 
The SAM 270 circus headed out to Wanneroo to contest the '38 
Antique event, where we were made very welcome by the 
Wanneroo Aeromodellers. The facilities can only be described 
as excellent and allowing SAM 270 exclusive use of their flying 
field for this contest was greatly appreciated. 
 
The '38 Antique event is based on Antique aircraft designed 
during or before 1938 and using engines manufactured prior to 
1950. A fairly complex set of rules based on aircraft weight, 
engine capacity and manufacturer are used to formulate engine 
run times for each competitor. 

 
Hoops and his Miss America  

 
The day was cold with a light breeze blowing straight down the 
main runway. We did experience all four seasons during the day 
and the magnificent facilities that were made available to us 
were put to good use. Early test flights proved promising so we 
kicked off the event with considerable interest shown by the 
members of the host club. 
 
Rod McDonald arrived nearly an hour late, something about 
poor street signage and a confused SatNav. However the keen 
competitor he is saw him set up and flying in no time. 
 
The vagaries of the spark ignition engine plagued Kevin Hooper, 
with his Miss America experiencing a lack of spark, put down to 
possible battery problems. 
 
Ian Dixon brought out the infamous B.G. Special aka The 
Flounder, sporting a CS Engines Replica ED Hunter 346 diesel 
engine, but given the conditions he decided to stick with his tried 
and tested Powerhouse. 
 

 
Dicko gets his “house” in order.. 

 
Rob Rowson played a cool hand by making use of a local 
volunteer acting as his timekeeper. This allowed him to quickly 
string together three ten minute maximums, before the 
conditions deteriorated. Also a 4 minute engine run must have 
really helped. 
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As Rob Rowson was the only one to achieve three maximum flights 
no fly-off was needed. 
 
Results 

1.   Rob Rowson Miss America \ ED Hunter 346 1800 
2.   Ian Dixon  Powerhouse \ Anderson Spitfire 1492 
3.   Paul BaartzRC1 \ OR 60 Small Port  1434 
4.   Rod McDonaldPixie \ ED MK III                    840 
5.   Kevin HooperMiss America \ OK Super 60   257 

 

 
Rob “Rowdy” Rowson – The best Antique Pilot in Wanneroo.. 

 
The hospitality shown by the Wanneroo Aeromodellers was truly 
excellent and the pot belly stove in the covered area was a warm 
welcome as the weather closed in later in the day. I am now looking 
forward to the State '38 Antique Event scheduled to be held again at 
Wanneroo in late September. 
 

 
Wanneroo’s facilities are ideally suited to SAM activities. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the kind folks who came along to act as 
timekeepers and generally help out. 
 
Rob Bovell. 

 
Paul Baartz gets to fly with a little help from his friends.. 

 

WATT FOR 

 
Hi OT people! Let me introduce myself: My name is 
Peter Everitt. I started building model aircraft in 1949. 
Since then I have built every thing from microfilm, 
C/L, F/F power,F/F Glider to Radio. I got in to 
electrics about 6 yrs ago just for a change and 
haven’t looked back! 
 
I have known Ian Dixon since he was knee high to a 
grasshopper. I knew he flew old timers and as I love 
putting sticks together I aquired some plans from him 
and got busy (see below- ed). I think I will be staying 
with old timers from now on - maybe it is because I 
am one! 
 
No place like Ohm... 
 
Electric OT categories currently being flown in other 
parts of the country/world are Duration, Texaco, 
Hight Limit, and 1/2A Texaco. Just like i.c powered 
O/T aircraft have fuel and engine run limitations, 
electric powered aircraft have the same in that the 
fuel is amps and is limted by weight and wing area in 
the different categories. 
 
Tthere are OD amperage for the batteries so you can 
pick the nearest amperage you can use. You can 
also add weight to make use of a usable battery.In 
most categories you have timed motor run and fuel 
limits, in the Texaco events you can run your battery 
out so you can run on so many what we call burns, 
which means you can turn your motor on and off as 
many times as you want -  but don’t forget you are 
also trying to conserve energy(amps).To see all the 
rules for Elect OT go to the AEFA web site  
http://www.aefa.dreamhosters.com/. 
 
I hope I have whet your appetite. Old timers are old 
timers regardless of what powers them. If you have 
any questions you want answering, my email is 
peter.everitt@iinet.net.au. I will answer by reply email 
and in “The Geezer.” 
 
Fly quiet, 
Peter. 
 
You can also direct any queries to The Geezer – 
latto@iprimus.com.au and I will forward them on to Peter. 
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Archives.. 
 
Thanks to our spiritual leader Paul “Dalai-Llama” Baartz, we 
are able to enjoy a potted history of our club. I wil stretch this 
over a couple of issues so make sure you get your next 
Geezer so you won’t get all confused if you miss a bit.. 

 
W.A. MODEL AERO CLUB 

 
The first meeting of the club was held in the offices of 
the Australian Broadcasting Coy 940 Hay St, Perth on 
the 4th April 1930. Here it was proposed by Mr B. W. 
Kirke (Basil Kirke of A.B.C. fame)and seconded by Mr 
J. B. Paterson (Paterson Press) that the "'Model Aero 
Club of W.A." be formed.  Major Norman Brearley 
famous for his activities with W.A. Airways was 
nominated for president but had to decline for business 
reasons.  Capt. S. Brearley then accepted the position. 
The initial vice-presidents were I. T. Birtwhistle (editor 
of the Western Mail), Sir T. Coombs, B. W. Kirke and 
Squadron Leader Reece-Rice.  The first honorary 
secretary was Captain W.R. Baldwin-Wiseman. 
 
The club was extremely well organised with many 
members throughout the state. It also had the benefit of 
a regular weekly radio broadcast and a weekly 
construction column in The Western Mail. 

 
It was the main driving force behind the formation of 
the W. A. Gliding Club which on being formed was 
regarded as a natural extension of the work of the 
M.A.C.of W.A.. Many members interchanged their 
activities, especially at the old Subiaco aerodrome 
where both glider and model activity took place at the 
same time. 

 
Although many members saw active service the club 
remained buoyant throughout the war years (W.W.2). 
On one particular Sunday the 21st September 1941 , 
the following single flight times were recorded at Fraser 
Park, Perth:  

 
Sailplane: 15 minutes 28 seconds ,    
Rubber Duration:  25 minutes 31 seconds. 
 
The formation in 1949 of the W.A. Association led 
ultimately to the death of the club, an unfortunate 
dispute over it's name saw the withdrawal of the club 
from the new Association.  Many of the old members , 
wishing to participate in Association activities , formed 
a new club and named it "The Mercurians M.A.C.". This 
was in 1949.  The original Model Aero Club of WA 
survived until the 22nd August 1951 , it's last recorded 
meeting. 

 
In June 1962 a group of Model Aero enthusiasts , 
mainly from the North Eastern suburbs met and formed 
a Model Club which they named "The Cee Gees", this 
name was soon changed to "The Midland-Guildford 
Model Aero Club".  At the time the only other active 
model clubs known of in W.A. were "the Gassers" 
which name was later changed to W.A.R.M.S. , "The 
Mercurians" and the Air Training Corps Model Club 
which in later years evolved into ’13.5 Squadron’. 
To be continued.. 
 

Contest Calendar for 2011 
 
 
Date             Event Type        Location        Start time 
March 27         1/2A Texaco     SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
May 22             Burford             SAM       Cardup             9.30am 
May 29           Texaco              SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
June 5           Open Duration   SAM       Cardup             9.30am 
June19th        38Antique         SAM         Wanneroo     9.30am          
July 3rd          Std Duration    AWA      Cardup            9.30am 
July 17th            Std Duration     SAM        Cardup            9.30am 
July 31st         Burford        AWA      Cardup            9.30am 
Aug14th      Open Duration    AWA      Cardup             9.30am 
Aug 28th      Tomboy Rally      SAM       Cardup            9.30am 
Sept 25

th
        38 Antique       AWA       Wanneroo      9.30am 

Oct 9
th  

     Texaco               AWA       Cardup            9.30am 
Oct 23

rd        
1/2A Texaco        AWA       Cardup            9.30am 

Nov 6
th
        Nostalgia Trial Cardup         9.30am 

Nov 20
th
  electric O/T event Trial Cardup         9.30am 

 

Note: The Nostalgia and electric O/T events marked 
in BLUE are TRIAL events for 2011 run by SAM270. 
Events marked in RED are AWA State events run by 
WAMAC. All other events are club events run by 
SAM270 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

2011 SAM270 “Paul Baartz Shield” 
Progressive Scores 

 

Current as of June 30, 2011 
 
SAM27017                       I Dixon   16 
SAM27024                       R Sutherland   9 
SAM2703                         R Rowson   7 
SAM2701                         Paul Baartz   6 
SAM2704                         T Latto   6 
SAM27021                       K Hooper   6 
SAM2706                         R Mc Donald   5 
SAM27013                       A Trott   4 
SAM27023                       G McLure   3 
SAM27019                        R Bovell   2 
SAM27012                       G Dickens    1 
SAM27022                        L Isitt   1 
SAM27026                        R Sherburn                                   1 
SAM2702                          P Spencer   - 
SAM2705                          D Hope   - 
SAM2707                          D Bentley   - 
SAM2708                          D Gibbs   - 
SAM2709                          G Sayers   - 
SAM27010                        G Eyre’s   - 
SAM27011                        R Hoogenkamp  - 
SAM27014                        H VanLeeuwen  - 
SAM27015                        G Cook   - 
SAM27016                        J Voak   - 
SAM27018                        R Rumble   - 
SAM27020                        C Behr   - 
___________________________________________________ 
 

“Paul Baartz Shield” criterium 
SAM270 is presenting all club events for the 2011 
flying season. Participation is open to all AWA 
affiliated pilots but trophies and points will only be 
awarded to SAM270 members. SAM270 
membership is automatically awarded to new and re-
joining WAMAC members and numbers will be 
allocated on a sequential basis. Once you are 
allocated a SAM number, its yours for life and it will 
not be re-allocated. An entry fee for each event will 
be charged to cover costs of trophies and engraving. 
Points are allocated thusly: First place 4 points; 
Second place 3 points; Third place 2 points; One 
point is awarded for flying in the event. 
_______________________________________________ 
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 The Deconstruction page.. 
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Office Wallahs.. 
 

President : Ian Dixon  
 
Email: ian@perthartglass.com.au 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Paul Baartz  
 
Email: paulbaartz@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President/Geezer Editor: Troy Latto 
 
Email: latto@iprimus.com.au 
 
Contest Co-ordinator : Rob Bovell 
 
Email: rhbovell@bigpond.com 
______________________________________________ 

 
Club Meetings 

 

Meetings will be held on the second Friday of every 
month at Paul Baartz’s place - 20 Granville Way, 
Willetton. Meetings kickoff at 8pm sharp, The waffle 
kicks off about 10 mins later. Bring yourself and a 
sense of humour. Tea and coffee will be provided. 
Stronger Beveridge’s are at your own expense and 
will be gratefully consumed when you’re not looking. 
 
______________________________________________ 

Club PlanZ Library 
 

The club has a growing library of old timer and 
nostalgia plans for your delectation. The catalogue is 
available from Ian Dixon. The simple rule of the plans 
library is: If you borrow it, copy it and bring back the 
original! If you have a plan that you would like to 
donate to the library, see Ian and he will snatch it 
from your trembling hand!  
_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Swishing.. 

A woman goes to the Doctor, worried about her 
husbands temper and threatening manner.  
The Doctor asks: "What's the problem? 
The woman says: "Doctor, I don't know what to do. 
Every time my husband comes home drunk, he 
threatens to slap me around." 
The Doctor says: "I have a real good cure for that. 
When your husband comes home drunk, just take a 
glass of water and start swishing it in your mouth. 
Just swish and swish but don't swallow it until he 
goes to bed and is asleep." 
  
Two weeks later the woman comes back to the 
doctor looking fresh and reborn. 
  
The woman says: "Doctor that was a brilliant idea! 
Every time my husband came home drunk, I swished 
with water. I swished and swished, and he didn't 
touch me! How does the water do that?" 
The Doctor says: "The water does bugger all...it's 
keeping your mouth shut that does the trick...." 

Tell Me condo,condo,condo.. 
 
The Geezers favourite SAM1788 member, Peter 
“Condo” Smith, has sent in this little brain teaser to 
test your cob-webbed minds.Its a series of photo’s of 
his new Burford model- but that’s all I’m going to say. 
First email containing the correct answer to the The 
Geezer office identifying the aircraft wins a sheet of 
SAM270 waterslide decals. 
 

 
Fuselage, Inner wing panels and stabilizer.. 
 

 
As above but with elevator. Note CF cross bracing.. 
 

 
Wing ribs. At 150mm it has a decent chord.. 
 
 
 


