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by Bernie Crowe

Happy New Year to all! I want to thank Hal Cover, Lance
Powers, Clint Brooks and Paul Guiso for their part in helping
run the Club this past year, and look forward to making 2019
another great year for our 55-year-old institution. We also
look forward to continuing our good relationship with the
farmers who lease the parcel of land and allow us a place to
enjoy our sport.
In this issue you will find the first draft of the Contest
Schedule for the 2019, and will note a couple of new events
show up later in the year. More to come about these in the coming issues. We also have a tentative
meeting schedule; Hal is still looking for volunteers to host some of the meetings, so if you care to
host give him a call. And don’t forget to give us your suggestions for discussion topics at the
monthly meetings.
This year we are also looking for articles and news items for the newsletter. This is your publication,
so be sure to let Clint or me know if you have an idea for a construction article, a building tip or info
on sources of components or materials. All is welcome.
Most of you know by now that one of the best contests of the year, the Isaacson Winter Classic, is in
the planning stages. Norm Furutani, who selflessly ran this contest for many years, is stepping down
to give himself chance to enjoy the flying. Well-known modeler Glenn “Doc” Schneider has stepped
up to the plate to be the new CD, and will welcome help running the various events. Call Glenn
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(gtodds@sbcglobal.net) or Roger Morrell (r_morrell@yahoo.com) if you can be part of the support
team. For those of you who have never been to the “Ike”, it is run in conjunction with other major
international contests at Lost Hills in mid-February each year, and is attended by hundreds of
overseas fliers from around the World. A great chance to meet your fellow fliers from abroad and see
some of the highest quality Free Flight competition!

SCAMPS 2019 Club Meeting Schedule
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Day
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Host
SCAMPS Monthly Donut Schedule
2019 Donut Coordinator: Don Chapton (951) 536-3122

Open
Hal Cover
Open
Ken Kaiser
Open
Scott Cover
Clint Brooks
Joe Jones
Fernando Ramos
Open
Open
Christmas Party

Volunteers are responsibile to coordinate with other club
members if they cannot fulfill their assigned commitment

Mo
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

Day
2
9
16
23
30

Donut Bearer
Clint Brooks
Don Chapton
Jeff Carman
Hal Cover
Bernie Crowe

As of this newsletter release no January Club Meeting is Planned
Please note the open hosting months in the schedule above. Your support to host is encouraged-no need to
put on a large lunch spread unless you want to. Plan a demonstration or discussion activity as an
alternative to having a luncheon.

SCAMPS NEWS

by Clint Brooks

The 2019 SCAMPS free flight season is dawning with a sense of
renewed energy and purpose in the active membership. The
Christmas party hosted by Hal and Jane Cover was very well
attended with lots of conversation and good cheer amongst everyone.
You could feel the enthusiasm for the club and all our activities and
projects. The last club contest donut round discussion in December
was again very thoughtful and gave a sense that there is still a lot of
vigor in the club and participation in the sport.
One of the things we are struggling with at the moment is the need
for more club contest directors. We are thin in that regard, with no
backup for traditional contests we host at Perris and Lost Hills. This
was illustrated in dramatic fashion at the Fall Annual with San
Valeers when Daniel Heinrich had to abandon the CD host position due to a sudden health issue and
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there was nobody from the SCAMPS available. We are all capable of becoming CD’s-we need to
develop some additional members into this role and come up with an operating standard so any of us
doing it follow the same process. Lance Powers and myself threw our hat into the CD development
ring at the December club contest meeting (well, maybe Lance was railroaded a bit by me..) How
about a few more out of the active group? The Club contests were always the training ground for CD
role development-we need to work on this in 2019. Most of the tools are there guys-let’s start getting
serious about it.
As you know, I spent a lot of time in 2018 working up a version of the Ramrod 250 for the eNostalgia
category. Things have progressed well in that regard, and I’m attempting to get the kit version ready
for release sometime in February. Lee Hines has been regaling me with the history of the Ramrod
during this time, and provided all his building and trimming notes along with an article he wrote for
publication sometime in 2003. Phil Ronney has also provided me some input on Ramrod history
regarding the 150 version use in Nostalgia gas contests. So once again, here is some background on
the Ramrod design-some of you may be familiar already, others perhaps this is your first exposureenjoy!

The Little-Known Ramrod Story
From my perspective…

by Lee Hines

This is the story of the first known drawing of one of the greatest free flight designs of all time, Ron
St. Jean’s famous Ramrod.
I have told this story to many of our free flight friends, but never wrote it out until now.
Recently I called Ron, who recalled and verified this tale, when asked about Ramrod background.
To set the historical perspective, I
moved to California in 1953 from
Omaha, NE. A raw neophyte, I was
trying my hand at free flight building
and flying with some 1/2A kits, gliders
and rubber jobs. I entered some
contests with limited success, but kept
trying to get help from many-especially
Sal Taibi, Hal Cover, F.L. Swaney,
Dick Petersen and others.
The 1954 San Valeers Annual was held
on November 6 & 7 at El Mirage Dry
Lake. It was a big contest and as I took
it all in, I saw the most unusual and
exciting airplane of my short life. It had
a big Kiwi-shaped stab, 5-panel wing with TIP PLATES (!), a K&B .35 with 10 degrees of
DOWNTHRUST (!), VTO pegs and was covered in purple silk with ‘RAMROD’ in big letters on the
wing!
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The flier started the engine, VTO’d it from those pegs and as I watched it rocket up in awe, I said “I
want one of those and I want it NOW!” I quickly went up to the man to introduce myself and ask for
plans, etc. That was how I met Ron, who had come from Wyoming a few years prior to work for
Lockheed. He said he had designed and built this model some months before (which I believe was
the first Ramrod ever), but no drawing existed yet, just rough notes and bench markings!
I begged him for a drawing, since the 1955 NATS were seven months away and I wanted to build a
Ramrod fleet. He said OK, he would make the drawing and we exchanged phone numbers and
addresses and went back to flying. In the course of events at the SV Annual I won the Senior
Sweepstakes prize, which I traded for a Torp to power my future Ramrod. Ron unfortunately lost his
750 Ramrod that night during night flying when the light went out on the model.
Well, I went home and cleared off my workbench, anxious to start my first Ramrod, which I knew
would be the plane of my dreams! December passed, then January and I called Ron to inquire about
status. He said he was very busy at Lockheed and I think, forgot about the Ramrod drawing but he
would do it and send it soon.
February came and went, I am getting as impatient as any 16-year-old could, so I called Ron again,
pleading for the drawing. He is a very nice man, getting bombarded by a request for a drawing while
having little extra time to do so, which I, a callow youth, of course cannot fathom why it is not done
yet!?
Things must have been very busy for him at this time, because April went and May came with still no
drawing! I AM PANICKED! And he could tell when I called, probably by my squeaking high
pitched voice begging him!
Well, about the time of my birthday in early June, there came an envelope from Ron. Boy was I
relieved. In it was an 8.5 x 11 brown line copy for the Ramrod 750, which I still have to this day. I
immediately drew full size plans and built one by July 6th with only five degrees of down thrust
(‘That should be enough’ thought I) which meant I had to ROG it initially. The extra five degree was
added later on, so then I too could VTO launch it.
Still, it trimmed out easily, after my cautious first flights with the prop on backwards. Then I turned
the prop around…. which produced barrel rolls to the left! Not crashing allowed me to get it right in
seven more flights and I was in heaven, as it was by far the best performer I ever had. In fact, that
test day Merrill Combs, a fellow club member, saw it fly and was impressed as well. He asked to
borrow the plans and the next week he had his flying too.
So, we went to the ’55 Los Alamitos NATS with the first and second Ramrods anyone had made,
aside from Ron St. Jean himself. I cannot recall what Ron or Merrill did at the NATS, but I was
fortunate to take second place in Class B and fifth in Class C Senior, with my 750 Ramrod, the first
built from the first ever Ramrod drawing.
After returning home I drew plans scaled from that first Ramrod drawing, building various sizes with
equal success to my 750. In fact, several of our group found that the 250 size from MAN plans gave
them trouble which I never had on my versions. On investigation, as I recall, the stab and tail
moment were bigger on the MAN version, not to scale from the 750, as were my models. So, my
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suggestion is to those who want to build a Ramrod, in the future use the 750 drawing as your basis
design and construction. It should give you more flying ability and pleasure-mine sure did!
Lee R. Hines 12 Sept, 2003.

Addendum to the Ramrod Story

by Clint Brooks

Information taken from a logbook kept by Lee throughout the time he built and flew the Ramrod
design.
From the period of July 1955 through February 1957 Lee designed and flew versions of the Ramrod
750, 600, 425, 350 and 250. All of these iterations appeared to come shortly after finishing the 1955
NATS and no doubt fueled by his intense enthusiasm for the success of his first 750 Ramrod.
He kept records on what appears all the contest and practice flights he made with each of these
models, noting trim changes, problems and solutions he had during these sessions. It’s too much to
capture for this document but suffice to say I doubt there is anything like this in the world for how to
raise and fly a Ramrod model if someone wants to dig into the minutia of ‘how it went’ back in the
day.
Lee kept track of his average flight times as he put in flights on each Ramrod he made. Here is what
he recorded for various versions:
“Average Flight Time for Ramrod 750 B-C FF”
After 25 official flights:

4:44.5 minutes / 284.5 seconds

After 30 official flights:

4:48.8 minutes / 288.8 seconds

After 46 official flights:

5:14.4 minutes / 314.4 seconds

After 97 official flights:

4:56.7 minutes / 296.7 seconds

“Average Flight Time for Ramrod 600 A-B FF”
After 27 official flights:

4:09.4 minutes / 249.4 seconds

After 31 official flights:

4:38.4 minutes / 278.4 seconds

After 38 official flights:

4:32.2 minutes / 272.8 seconds

After 41 official flights:

4:29.3 minutes / 269.3 seconds

After 47 official flights:

4:29.4 minutes / 269.4 seconds

No average time record on the 425 Ramrod-model eventually destroyed by D/T under power in
late 1957.
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No average time record for the 350 version Ramrod. Model started life powered by a POGO .085
engine then upgraded to a new Torp .09 Greenhead after the Pogo proved inadequate for power.
Model eventually lost during the 1957 NATS at Willow Grove PA.
“Average Flight Time for Ramrod 250” (three built and flown) Cox Thermal Hopper .049 power
Average (overall) official flight time:
5:17.1 minutes / 317.1 seconds
(I believe this is for model No. 1)
Model No. 1 eventually lost OOS in Feb
1956.
Model No. 2 flew in the 1956 Dallas
NATS and eventually had a final hard
crash and end of record keeping in
February 1957.
Model No. 3 has no contest records and
ended up in a tall tree and lost during one
of the many practice sessions performed
with it, in February 1957. This ends the
Original Ramrod 750 design parameters supplied to Lee Hines record on the Ramrod for Lee and it
must have been around this time his interests shifted to glider events and even more historic efforts in
that branch of aeromodeling.
As noted previously, Phil Ronney is an ardent fan of the Ramrod design, and was very interested in
getting the little-known Ramrod 150 legalized for Nostalgia Gas using lesser powered 1/2A engines
such as the Wasp .049 and others. Phil provided the correspondence between Ron St; Jean and
himself about getting the model legalized for contest work and also some of the thoughts that went
into the model setup. I’ve taken some of the more pertinent items and included them to help weave
the story about the Ramrod 150 coming to life a contest legal design. These images are in
chronological order so it appears Phil was very busy during those few months getting the model
tested and legalized. I saw Phil flying the 150 in December at Perris-a neat little model.

7

This
appears to
be an article
Phil wrote
for the San
Valeers
newsletter
some time
before Ron
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St. Jean passed away. Phil had written a similar article for the SCAMPS newsletter a few years ago
and I did not include it in this one. Phil has a PDF copy of the Ramrod 150 that he will send if you
contacted at pronney1@roadrunner.com I also have a copy if you can’t get hold of Phil. Email me at
the address noted at the top of the newsletter. You can send the file to Kinko’s or bring it in on a
flash drive and plot out a full-size copy on their large size printer.
I might have to scale my 250 eNos version to see what happens…….

SCAMPS Club contest Wednesday December 12, 2018

by Bernie Crowe

After the heavy rains the week before, the entrance to the field was predictably muddy and rutted. A
couple of days of dry and windy weather had made it passable, but only just. The catch basin was, of
course, full of water. The day itself however turned out to be nice flying weather, warm and sunny.
Our scheduled events were OT Small Rubber, ABC Nostalgia Gas, and Nostalgia Electric. Our
traditional Gollywock Mass Launch was to be the highlight of the day at 8:30. Turnout was light, in
part due to the rains perhaps, but probably also due to the upcoming holiday season.
I immediately put up my stooge, the part of the day I hate the most; it becomes harder to do with each
passing year. But I got it done and soon was ready to wind for the Gollywock Mass Launch.
Up to this point, things were going well, but that was about to change. Displaying the agility and
balance appropriate for an octogenarian, I hooked my left toe under the stooge tether, lost it, and fell
slowly to my left. With great presence of mind, I put out my left hand onto my folding chair to break
my fall. The chair did what it was designed to do, it folded. Continuing my elegant path onward
towards the ground, I took the stooge with me before planting my face in the mud. The stooge
handled the fall quite well, but predictably the Gollywock did not. On the way down my arm went
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between the chair’s folding table and its support strut, tearing off my watch strap and gouging my
arm. To complete the ignominy, the table flipped over and landed on my head. No Gollywock, no
mass launch, and no OT Small Rubber. In a single stroke I had made myself ineligible for 66% of the
events I had entered, but I had scored three 9s and a 10!
At 8:30 the entries for Gollywock Mass Launch lined up with fully wound models, but Fernando
aborted due to problems with his plane. Joe Jones, David Wade and Lance Powers put their planes
into the air and it was immediately obvious that David’s launch was not what he wanted, as the plane
went left and stalled crazily about the sky and was down in 41 seconds. Joe’s plane too was not
flying its usual pattern though he made 118 to place second. Lance was on form and his Gollywock
disappeared over the mulch mounds for an eventual 149 and the win.
Unfortunately, Lance’s plane landed in the area where the mulch had been spread out and his model
got pretty wet on the underside, precluding him from the OT Small Rubber event. In OT Small
Rubber the field was down to two – Dave Wade and Fernando Ramos. Fernando’s old Sparky scored
an 80 on his first flight, while David’s Gollywock maxed at over three minutes. Fernando decided it
wasn’t worth risking his plane and did not fly again. David went on to put up an impressive total of
415 seconds for the win.
Nostalgia Gas took a hit too, as Ray Peel was unable to fly due to recent hand surgery. Ron Thomas
put up his Texan 630 for an easy max and likewise decided to fly no more. In Electric Nostalgia we
had a whopping field of two – myself and Clint Brooks. Clint flew his Ramrod 250 but dropped his
first-round flight for a 98, before maxing the next two. I finally had my Creep flying as it should, and
was able to get three maxes for the win. In keeping with the tenor of the day, my last flight DTd into
the water, and stayed there for about 10 minutes before Clint was able to rescue it for me. Inevitably,
the electronics got fried. I lost the ESC and the servo, and possibly the timer, so with that and the
broken Gollywock, it was an expensive day out for me. Roll on next year!
SCAMPS Gollywock "Mass" Launch Club Contest - Perris 12-12-18
NAME

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

FLYOFF 1

FLYOFF 2

SCORE

PLACE

1

Lance Powers

Gollywock

149

1

2

Joe Jones

Gollywock

118

2

3

Bernie Crowe

Gollywock F.O.P.*

4

David Wade

Gollywock

*fell on plane

41

3

SCAMPS OT Small Rubber Club Contest - Perris 12-12-18
NAME

MODEL

ROUND 1

1

Fernando Ramos

Sparky

80

2

David Wade

Gollywock

180

ROUND 2

115

10

ROUND 3 FLYOFF 1 FLYOFF 2

120

SCORE

PLACE

80

2

415

1

SCAMPS ABC Nostalgia Gas Club Contest - Perris 12-12-18
NAME

Ron Thomas

1

MODEL

ROUND 1

Texan 630

120

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

FLYOFF 1

FLYOFF 2

SCORE

PLACE

120

1

SCAMPS Electric Nostalgia Perris 12-12-18
NAME

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

FO 1

FO 2

SCORE

PLACE

Clint Brooks

Ramrod 250

98

180

180

458

2

Bernie Crowe

Creep

180

180

180

540

1

2019 Free Flight Contest Schedules -Perris/Taibi Site Unless Otherwise Noted
SCAMPS Monthly Club & Sanctioned Contest Schedule 2019
Mo

Day

Jan
Jan
Feb
Mar
Mar
Apr
Apr
May
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Oct
Nov
Dec

9
20
20
10
13
10
20-21
15
19
12
17
14
12
16
19-20
13
11

V2.0

Electric

CD

AMA Gas & E Combined

F1S (E-36)

OT Small Rubber (comb)
SCAMPS 13th Annual Taibi Contest-Perris
OT Large Rubber (comb)
P30 + Small Open Rubber (Andrade)
SCAMPS/SCIF Texaco-Lost Hills

Nostalgia all Combined

E Nostalgia

TBD

AMA Gas & E Combined

B. Crowe
J. Jones
x
K. Sherman?
x
C. Brooks
D. Heinrich
x
H. Cover
x
C. Brooks
x
x
x
D. Heinrich
C. Brooks
x

Rubber

Power

P30
Haggart/Bowden-Perris

Golden Age Small & Large
Perris Special, OTSG Sm/Lg

AMA Electric
F1S + E20
E Nostalgia

Lotto/Twin Pusher-Perris

Gollywock Mass Launch + OT Small Rubber (comb)
Coupe (F1G) + Bungee-launch glider
OT Large Rubber (comb)
P30 + Moffett
OT Small Rubber (comb)

Golden Age Small & Large
Perris Special, OTSG Sm/Lg
AMA Gas & E Combined
Golden Age Small & Large
Perris Special, OTSG Sm/Lg

AMA Electric
F1S + E20
E Nostalgia
AMA Electric
F1S + E-20

SCAMPS/SCIF+San Valeers Nos-Lost Hills

P-30 + Small Open Rubber
OT Large Rubber (comb)

AMA Gas & E Combined
Nostalgia all Combined

E Nostalgia

AMA Electric

The 2019 SCAMPS contest schedule is still in work for dates and new events, plus CD volunteers.
Contact Clint Brooks or Bernie Crowe if you would like to discuss a CD role or have event
suggestions. New events will be covered in upcoming newsletters to offer insight into them and
allow you to prepare a model if you would like to participate. Other club schedules will be included
next month.
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Note to guests interested in observing or flying free flight models at Perris:
The usual time to catch us in the act is in the morning. Most Saturday mornings are when people
come out to test fly or tune up their models and skills, and just have a good time. You can observe a
handful of top FAI rubber and glider flyers along with with others flying a range of model typesmostly endurance rubber powered and electric or gas powered. Scale free flight models are flown
when the Scale Staffel has their FAC contests also noted above. These are typically conducted over
two day periods to get in all the event categories normally flown. Flying usually starts 7-ish and ends
late morning depending on winds. There is a larger group that flies on Wednesday as well if you
would rather make a mid-week trip. Come join us-see the map above for an idea on directions-it’s on
the east side of the 215 freeway, off San Jacinto Ave.-there is a dirt road entrance on the right.
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