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by Bernie Crowe

•

With the approval of the farmer who leases the Perris
property, we have placed orange cones at the corners of
the area we wish to keep clear to fly on. As of October
10th, there has been no more dumping on that area so the
truckers seem to be honoring the agreement we have
with the farmer.

•

We have continued the dialog with the junior partner of
the farmers and have established good relations with
him. I have offered to include them on our AMA
liability policy, but so far, they have expressed no interest in doing this. He has indicated an
interest in coming to the field one weekend with his children to watch us fly. I extended a warm
invitation to do so. I’ll keep you all posted on this one.

•

I have initiated an effort to form a Perris Free Flight Alliance of all clubs that use the Perris field.
The response from all the clubs – Orbiteers, Southern California Aero Team (SCAT), Oasis FAC
Squadron, and the Scale Staffel – has been positive, and an initial meeting is planned for early
November. Again, I’ll let you know as we progress.

•

We had our first rain since May a couple of weeks ago, and it was significant. Despite concerns
that this might turn the entrance road into something resembling quicksand, the condition of the
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road remains good. In fact, the rain has really damped down the powder-like dust that had
plagued us, though the catch basin is now full of water again, at least for the present.
•

The last time we were on the field a Perris Animal Control officer approached us. Apparently
there have been repeated reports of a medium-sized, brown dog on the field and in the area, and
the animal appears to be sick or injured. If you see an animal like this do not approach it, but call
Officer Nelson at Perris Animal Control, 951-657-3734.

SCAMPS November/December Club Meeting and Christmas Party
The SCAMPS 2018-year end gala is happening at the home of Hal and Jane Cover on Saturday,
December 8th, starting at 3 PM. The cost is $15 per person, payable to Jane no later than Saturday,
December 1st if you plan to attend, and we hope you do. Olive Garden will be providing the food;
refreshments will be provided and if you would like to bring something please coordinate with Jane
on that matter. Any updates and a map will be provided in the December newsletter-for now mark
your calendar and plan to join your flying friends to see the year out.

SCAMPS NEWS

by Clint Brooks

Once again I have to lead off this month’s edition with the sad
news of the passing of John Donelson during the night of
October 13th. After years of trying to recover on a variety of
health issues his pain finally ended and he’s gone to a better
place. We will miss his warm smile and wonderful personality.
My memory of him will always be the happy free flight modeler
and retired aerospace engineer who used to come to the Costa
Mesa dog park and fly FAC scale with the small group there. He
was a great guy to fly with and a true friend to all who knew him.
Our condolences to his wife Katie and family on their loss.
The SCAMPS Fall Annual was cancelled at the last minute due
to problems CD Daniel Heinrich was having with his health that
made it impossible for him to attend. I have not heard all the details but we sure wish Daniel a
speedy resolution to the issue causing the problem and a speedy recovery. We sure are grateful you
put up the effort to CD the contest and made all the provisions needed to execute it.
Well, 2018 is wrapping up fast for contests. The Southwest FAI Challenge in Boulder City goes off
on November 3rd & 4th with CD Mike Richardson hosting. In addition to the FAI activity there are
AMA events as well, so if you want to get in one last hurrah before the end of the year this is a good
one to attend. Location is on the El Dorado dry lake park just south of Boulder City.
The SCAMPS monthly contests have been very well attended throughout 2018. Maybe that’s
because I’m able to attend most of them now and probably never realized how many people fly at
Perris during the midweek. The last contest had a row of cars along the entire West edge of the field
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and a second row of cars had actually started as things got into full swing. It’s very nice to see this
many out enjoying the sport-retirement does have it’s advantages!
Since we are having a good roll with the club, I need to remind everyone about getting 2019 dues
paid if you haven’t already. Check your membership card for the expiration date-if you have any
questions Lance Powers is the contact; phone number and email noted at the top of the newsletter.
Also, a big thank you to John Powers for hosting the October club meeting at his house (art
gallery/museum) in Tustin. I had never been and was quite impressed with the depth of interest John
has in fine art as well as a multitude of modeling and related subjects. Apparently an accomplished
artist in his own right, I am thirsty to know more about his history now.
Here is Lee Hines with my 1/2A
eNostalgia version of the Ramrod
250. This is a repeat of history in a
sense-Lee was the first flyer to
construct a 1/2A Ramrod after
designer Ron St. Jean flew his
original. He had observed Ron flying
the Ramrod in a contest sometime in
1954 and the model had outstanding
performance compared to the other
models being flown at the time, and
Lee was very adamant about building
one. Ron had no drawings to build
from of course, and Lee pestered him
for a period of time after until he
finally consented and drew up a
construction plan for Lee.
Lee built several of the 1/2A versions and won the next three contests he entered with it. This started
a rage for the Ramrod and soon Lee’s plan was
getting circulated among the SoCal locals
flying at Sepulveda Basin back in the mid 50’s.
Lee went on to build .15 and .29 powered
scale-ups of the basic design provided by Jean
and did quite well in the gas power contests
until his glider bug took over and he dropped
power in favor of glider events until electric
power and E-36 came along. Hopefully he will
once again enjoy the Ramrod in the electric
format along with the E-36 models he is
currently flying. Go Leeper!
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On this design I developed a motor mount for
the brushless motor that puts the prop in the
same location as the Cox Thermal Hopper .049
installed on the aluminum birdcage mount that
was commonly used in the day and identified
by Ron St. Jean on the drawing I used to
develop the model. This provides the nose
moment required to get the model to balance at
the 80% chord location without adding ballast.
Indeed, when I assembled the finished model
and installed the lipo, the balance point was
right on the mark. My previous eNos Ramrod
with the motor mounted on the firewall
required the wing and pylon to shift aft about
2.25 inches from the design location to get it right. I was uncertain about having a torque box
assembly hanging on the front end looking at the drawing, but it looks ‘right’ on the finished model.
The Cox engine weighs in the neighborhood of 60 grams, and the birdcage mount was not
featherweight either so I assumed around 70 grams for the gas engine installation which must have
influenced the original design. This model ended up 7.5 ounces ready to fly. I’m using my standard
E-36 electronics and Cobra E36 brushless motor to power things. I’ve decided to use the fixed blade
prop adapter and running an APC 7 x 6 prop which really hauled the previous Ramrod-VTO launches
were no problem, and I expect similar results on this one.
Construction follows Ron’s design intent as shown on the drawing he made for John Pond’s Plan
Service. This shows sliced rib wing construction and bent strip ribs in the horizontal stabilizer. My
only concessions for electric were to add cutouts in the formers for electric wiring pass through and
connections, a servo mount and also a frame to install an electronic timer as well as a battery bay and
hatch in the bottom of the fuselage. I’ve also taken minor liberties with sliced rib construction on the
wing. Since the upper ribs are laser
cut, I was able to design the front
edges of the rib to install nicely
against the leading edge and eliminate
the 1/16 strip on the original design
that provided the land for the constant
section sliced ribs the builder would
make. In my mind this was a building
aid only, not structural on the original
design. I don’t think any of the
Ramrod 250 production kits utilized
the sliced rib construction as this
would have been miserable to produce
using the die cutting process. As a
result, all of these models employed
full sheet ribs in the wing construction.
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To make Ramrod aficionados happy, I included the symmetrical airfoil entry on the stab that
everyone claims is critical for the Ramrod transition to glide. This was never shown on any of the
Ramrod plans and is part of the tribal knowledge for the design. I didn’t know about it on my first
Ramrod and I had no serious issues flying it. It will be interesting to see how different this model
will be with it added.
Hopefully flight tests will be initiated by the time you read this. Test hand glides were ‘off the board’
perfect so that’s a good start.

SCAMPS Club contest October 10, 2018

by Bernie Crowe

The good news on this day was that there has been no further dumping within the area we staked out
as “our” flying area, with the farmer’s blessing. Looks like the boundaries are holding. It was a little
breezier than predicted, and we decided to declare Cat III conditions in view of the surrounding piles
of mulch. Turns out that was probably a poor decision as conditions improved and were near idyllic
by donut time.
We were flying OT Small rubber, Perris Special, OT Sports Glow, F1S (E36), and E20. At first the
breeze was brisk and towards the freeway, which led to the Cat III declaration. However, by 08:00
the conditions had changed to virtually still yet buoyant air. As is usual, OT Small rubber proved to
be by far the most popular event with eight entrants. Some of the first-round flights were spectacular:
times included 2:55 (George Walter), 4:37 (Joe Jones) and 5:29!! (Paul Guiso), and in Joe’s case his
plane stayed above our heads for the whole flight! So much for setting two-minute maxes! David
Wade flew his newly-finished Gollywock superbly to max out and win, with George, Paul and Joe
second third and fourth. My ‘Wock got a touch of postholeitis and went into a vertical dive after
climbing and transitioning perfectly. The result was terminal.
We changed the gas events at the last minute by popular demand, and yet there was only one entry in
Perris Special. Ron Thomas maxed out and won handily. In OT Sport Glow too, there was only one
entry – Phil Ronney. Phil’s plane went awry on launch and contacted terra firma at 7 seconds, also
terminally. But as he had no competition Phil won the event anyway.
I had great hopes for E20, which I have been trying to promote for a couple of years, because I knew
we had a new contestant in David Wade with his OD e-Lips, plus Randy Wrisley’s McCann-ard
which won last time. I made sure to charge four E20 batteries the night before, but then omitted to
bring the planes, so I was a non–player. Randy and David flew toe-to-toe and in the end, Randy
prevailed by 18 seconds on the three-flight total. Build one of these; they are fun!
There were at least four F1S flyers on the field, but Fernando and Carl Redlin spent the day trimming
and not competing. That left myself and Clint Brooks to duke it out, which is never much of a
contest; I’m not at Clint’s level. Clint maxed out, but on my first flight the plane got good altitude,
seemed to transition OK, but then pointed its nose at the ground and dived in. Only RDT saved it,
and since subsequent flights did the same thing I was again a non-contender. That plus leaving my
E20s home made it one of the most miserable flying days I’ve had for a while!
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SCAMPS Electric E20 - Perris 10-10-18
NAME

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

McCannard

77

61

62

200

1

David Wade

eLipse

49

76

57

182

2

Bernie Crowe

Mini-E

dnf

Randy Wrisley

FO 1

FO 2

SCORE

PLACE

SCAMPS F1S(E36) - Perris 10-10-18
NAME

Clint Brooks

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

Joulebox

120

120

120

dnf

26

dnf

Bernie Crowe Fugette

ROUND 5

FO1

FO 2 SCORE PLACE

360

1

26

2

SCAMPS OT Small Rubber Club Contest - Perris 10-10-18
NAME

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3 FLYOFF 1 FLYOFF 2

SCORE

PLACE

1

Gary Vogt

Lanzo HW

97

55

152

6

2

Paul Guiso

Wren

120

117

237

5

3

Bernie Crowe

N. Gollywock

101

50

151

7

4

Fernando Ramos

Sparky

120

dnf

120

8

5

Paul Guiso

Gollywock

120

80

80

280

3

6

George Walter

Wren

120

81

120

321

2

7

David Wade

Gollywock

120

120

120

360

1

8

Joe Jones

Gollywock

120

77

55

252

4

dnf

SCAMPS OT Sport Glow Club Contest - Perris 10-10-18
NAME
1

Phil Ronney

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

Champ

7

dnf

ROUND 3

FLYOFF 1

FLYOFF 2

SCORE

PLACE

7

1

SCORE

PLACE

SCAMPS Perris Special Club Contest - Perris 10-10-18
NAME
1

Ron Thomas

MODEL

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

Perris Special

120

120

7

ROUND 3 FLYOFF 1 FLYOFF 2

120

360

1

2018 Free Flight Contest Schedules -Perris/Taibi Site Unless Otherwise Noted
SCAMPS Monthly Club & Sanctioned Contest Schedule 2018 V2.0
Mo

Day

Jan
Jan
Feb
Mar
Mar
Apr
Apr
May
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Oct
Nov
Dec

17
20
7
11
14
11
22-23
9
6
13
11
15
12
10
20-21
14
12

Mo
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
May
June
July
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Day
29
18
18
15
19-20
27
24
N/A
N/A
16
14
11
9

Mo
Mar
Jun
Oct

Day
28
11
10

Power

Electric

CD

1/2A, ABC, D/supD AMA Gas

F1S (E-36)

OT Small Rubber (comb)
SCAMPS 13th Annual Taibi Contest-Perris
P-30 / Greve-Thompson combined mass launch
OT Large Rubber (comb)
SCAMPS/SCIF Texaco-Lost Hills

1/2A, ABC Nos Gas

E Nostalgia

4oz Wake / 8oz Wake + Mulvihill

1/2A, ABC, D/supD AMA Gas

B. Crowe
M. Myers
H. Mathies
J. Jones
J. Jones
R. Peel
D. Heinrich
J. Carman
H. Cover
H. Cover
L. Powers
cancelled
R. Thomas
P. Ronney
D. Heinrich
G. Drake
B. Crowe

Rubber
P30 / Jimmy Allen
Haggart/Bowden-Perris

All 1/2A AMA + Nos Gas
AMA Electric
Perris Special, OT Sport Glow
F1Q + F1S
E Nostalgia

Lotto/Twin Pusher-Perris

All Hi-thrust AMA + Nos
F1S + E-20
Perris Special, OT Sport Glow AMA Electric
1/2A, ABC, D/supD AMA Gas
E Nostalgia
1/2A, ABC, D/supD AMA Gas
E Nostalgia
All 1/2A AMA + Nos Gas
F1S + E-21

OT Small Rubber (comb)

P-30/Comml Rubber
OT Large Rubber (comb)
OT Large Rubber (comb)
OT Small Rubber (comb)
SCAMPS/SCIF+San Valeers Nos-Lost Hills

P-30 / Jimmy Allen
Perris Special
Gollywock Mass Launch + OT Small Rubber (comb) 1/2A, ABC Nos Gas

AMA Electric

E Nostalgia

San Diego Orbiteers Monthly Club & Sanctioned Contest Schedule 2018
Rubber
Power
HLG/CLG
P-30
(no rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
OT/Nostalgia rubber (no rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
Coupe
(3/25 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
P-30 Memorial (4/29 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
SDO/FGMC FF Bonanza-Lost Hills
Coupe make-up for 3/18 contest
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
OT/Nostalgia rubber (no rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
No Contest Planned
No Contest Planned
Coupe
(9/23 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
P-30
(10/28 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
OT/Nostalgia (11/25 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any
Coupe
(12/16 rain date)
Any-Gas or Electric
Any

OASIS Squadron FAC-20 Outdoor Schedule 2018
Events
Location
Greve/Thomp Combined,Jim.Allen,All Sky Chief
Perris
Blur Race,BiPl Mass L., OTRF
Perris
WWII Combat, FAC Rub. Scale, 1/2 Wakefield
Perris

CD
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny

Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny
Mike Pykelny

CD
Roger Willis
Roger Willis
Roger Willis

San Diego Scale Staffel Outdoor Schedule 2018
Mo
Feb
Jun
Nov

Day
24-25 Flying Aces Club
9-10 Flying Aces Club
17-18 Flying Aces Club

Perris
Perris
Perris
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CD
George Mansfield
George Mansfield
TBD

N

Note to guests interested in observing or flying free flight models at Perris:
The usual time to catch us in the act is in the morning. Most Saturday mornings are when people
come out to test fly or tune up their models and skills, and just have a good time. You can observe a
handful of top FAI rubber and glider flyers along with with others flying a range of model typesmostly endurance rubber powered and electric or gas powered. Scale free flight models are flown
when the Scale Staffel has their FAC contests also noted above. These are typically conducted over
two day periods to get in all the event categories normally flown. Flying usually starts 7-ish and ends
late morning depending on winds. There is a larger group that flies on Wednesday as well if you
would rather make a mid-week trip. Come join us-see the map above for an idea on directions-it’s on
the east side of the 215 freeway, off San Jacinto Ave.-there is a dirt road entrance on the right.
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Taibi Powerhouse kit for sale
"Champion Model Airplane Co." Sal Taibi Powerhouse 84. This is a complete kit with high grade balsa
throughout. All parts are cut out, ribs are sanded. Probably the best Powerhouse kit available. Asking $75.00
Hal Cover hcover3646@hotmail.com 909-851-2073
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