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The SCAMPSô August meeting will be held Friday September 10th at the home of John Donelson located at 6022 

Kendrick  Circle in Huntington Beach.  Directions: from the 405 freeway exit Warner Avenue West.  Travel west 

to Springdale Street and go right (North).  Turn right on Doyle Drive to a left turn onto Lovell Lane. From there 

take the next left onto Kendrick Circle.  The gathering starts at 7 PM-see you there! 

 

 

 



 

 

SCAMPS NEWS     by Clint Brooks 
 

Letôs start this monthôs report with some more health news.  First, Mike Myers has had his surgery completed for 

the tumor removal at the base of his brain stem.  There have been many emails sent out by him since this has 

happened and all has gone well so far, and he was heading for full recovery and return to the flight line.  Our best 

wishes on a speedy recovery Mike-glad it all turned out well! 

 

Bob Watzke has had back surgery and is doing well on recovery.  He had some arthritis cleaned up and some 

rods inserted to re-align the spine plus had a bulging disk shaved down.  Thatôs quite a tune-up; hope you get 

plenty of miles out of that Bob! 

 

It appears Bob Goldie is back amongst us again.  Kevin reported seeing him at the last club contest for a brief 

time-we are looking forward to seeing Bob launching his rubber jobs soon. 

 

And at last report Sal had recovered from his kidney problems and bladder infection and was doing well. 

 

Good news from all of you and our wishes for speedy and full recoveries! 

 

On a sadder note for those who did not get the email notice forwarded by Kevin-West Coast SAM V.P. Dick 

Griswold passed away on August 4 after a 10 stay in the hospital.  Our condolences to wife Ann and all of Dickôs 

family-he will be missed greatly in the modeling circle he so loved for many years. 

 

The last newsletter hit a nerve with a few of you, suggesting an Earl Stahl design contest next year.  Tom Barnett 

and Skip Robb were both very interested in this idea.  In fact Skip emailed me and is starting to build the Earl 

Stahl O-57 Taylorcraft as his first ever scale model, which is a good way to go and be ensured of a highly 

successful outcome.  I assume there will be a small core of us who will build a Stahl design, if we donôt already 

have one flying.  This should be enough of a nucleus to hold a small contest-we need to get a few of you together 

and plan it. 

 

Fernando and John attended the FAC Nats again this year, and both have provided some details of the event to 

share with us.  As Fernando mentions in this, he received the nomination to the FAC Hall of Fame-again our 

congratulations on this honor Fernando! 

 

The 17
th

 Flying Aces Club Nationals   by Fernando Ramos 

 

Those of you who only fly old time models may not know that the Flying Aces Club (FAC) Nats first got started 

in 1978 and has been going steady for all these years.  It was decided at the first contest to this special event every 

other year-making it more meaningful than having it every year. (Several years ago they decided to have what is 

called a ñNon-Natsò contest at the same site in alternating years.)  As the name implies, FAC kind of carries the 

tradition of the old pulp Flying Aces and the models. 

 

John Donelson and I go together and have been for the last several Nats.  Last year we flew Delta, and it cost us 

$250 for our luggage and flight boxes.  We took this carrier because it flies into Rochester, NY, which is about a 

½ hour drive to Geneseo, NY where the contest is held.  This year we choses to fly Southwest, even though they 

do not fly into Rochester.  We had to go to Buffalo, NY which turns out to be a little over an hour to Geneseo.  

As you know, Southwest does not charge for 2 suitcases, which already makes them better than Delta.  Our flight 

boxes were oversized and we expected to pay the 50 bucks at our departure from Ontario, but it didnôt happen.  

We had a young gal who just put on the proper stickers and placed the suitcases and boxes on the conveyor behind 

her. 

 

 



 

 

The drive from Buffalo was very pleasant going through a lot of farm country and very nice scenery.  We had 

arrived a day early, got settled in and visited with many of our friends from that part of the world.  Judging was 

not to begin until the following afternoon.  John and I unpacked our models.  Mine came out just fine, but John 

had a model with quite a bit of damage.  He had plenty of time to get it repaired before judging. 

 

There were 135 contestants signed up this year.  Considering the economy Iôd say that was pretty darn good.  

This means there were somewhere between 900 and 1500 models in competition.  I believe there were 23 

different events.  Some guys bring a whole lot to compete with, but they drive to get there and have the room.  

The models were displayed on tables based on category, and I have to tell you each time the models get better and 

better with more unusual ones in attendance.  The judges really have their work cut out for them. 

 

After observing quite a few models we went to see what the many vendors were selling this time around.  I was 

going to keep from spending any money, but that didnôt happen!  I donôt want to reveal what I did purchase 

because you will see them out at the flying field in due course.  Man-am I an easy sell!  When the judging was 

completed, Orv and Marcy Olm went with us to a fantastic Italian restaurant in a town near Geneseo called Avon.  

We never miss going there for at least one great meal. 

 

Flying started on Thursday.  Orv and Marcy (they own Gizmo-Geezer) brought John and I a tent, chairs and 

table, and we were situated next to them.  I would like to tell you the weather was great for flying but I would be 

lying-the winds blew hard for the 3 days.  No one was deterred-models filled the skies.  Chasing pretty long 

distances was the norm.  As John would say, if I didnôt have bad luck I wouldnôt have any luck at all.  First off, 

my old time cabin model was disqualified because it had no windows.  My scale power model of the Miles 

Magister (electric power), the twin motors seized and failed to operate.  My jumbo rubber model of the Douglas 

O-38 had such a low scale score that flying it once is all I wanted to do.  John did OK-he got 2 or 3 trophies. 

 

Saturday evening the banquet food was very good.  A zillion trophies were given out.  I was surprised when I 

received a trophy for making the FAC Hall of Fame.  This more than made up for my poor scale score.  Many 

good-byes were said as we hoped see one another two years from now.  I have been fortunate to attend every one 

of the Nats-there are only 6 of us who have. 

 

Our trip home from Buffalo was pleasant except we were charged for our flight boxes.  Every time I get an older 

woman ticket agent they do not flex.  We both had to pay 50 bucks for our over-size box.  Those of you who 

love modeling should try to make one of these FAC Nats.  I would say it is analogous to attending the EAA 

Oshkosh event.  If you have never been to Oshkosh, you also need to do this at least once as well. 

 

I am already getting geared up for the WESTFAC 3 event in Denver next June. (check out this event and 

information about the RMFFC at www.westernfac.com ) 

 



 

 

 
The Douglas O-38 entered by Fernando Ramos Donelson photo 

  
I have no idea what it is-looks Eastern European to me-pretty model though Donelson photo 



 

 

 
Itôs not what we are used to seeing-Chris Starleaf with B-47 Rapier model Donelson photo 

 

August Club Contest Results 
. 

No write-up of the club contest was supplied for the newsletter this time.  Bernie has submitted the results 

however, posted below.  Thanks to CD Phil Ronney for conducting the orchestra for the Wednesday gang this 

time! 

 

     SCAMPS 1/2A to C Nostalgia Gas Club Contest - Perris 08-11-10 

  NAME  MODEL  ROUND 

1 

ROUND 

2 

ROUND 

3 

SCORE PLACE   

1 Sherman, K Spacer 180 180 180 540 1   

2 Carman, T Texan 484 148 180 133 461 5   

3 Kaiser, K Texan 484 167 132 151 450 6   

4 Carman, J Texan 484 178 180 159 517 4   

5 Thomas, R Texan 484 164 180 180 524 3   

6 Carman, T Spacer 600 177 180 180 537 2   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    SCAMPS OT Large Rubber (comb) Club Contest - Perris 08-11-10   

  NAME  MODEL  ROUND 

1 

ROUND 

2 

ROUND 

3 

SCORE PLACE 

1 Crowe, B Lamb Climber 147 180 150 477 1 

2 Sherman, K Pomona Champ 147 123 dnf 270 3 

3 Walter, G Red Buzzard 91 148 127 366 2 

 

 
Ron Thomas with his 484 Texan-August 2010 Club contest Sherman photo 



 

 

 
Pete Coker with his Cyclon powered Astro Star-August 2010 Club contest Sherman photo 

 
Ken Kaiser with his Texan-August 2010 Club contest Sherman photo 


