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End of an Era! 
J & M Hobby House in San Carlos, after serving the modeling community of the Bay 
Area for 57 years, will be closing its door on March 31st, 2021. 
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2021 Meeting Dates* 

7:00 p.m.  
@ SARATOGA FIRE   

DEPARTMENT  
Corner of Saratoga Ave &  
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy 

January 28 
February 25 
March  25 
April 22 
May 27 
June 24 
July 22 

August 26 
September 23 

October 28 
November 18 

(For Thanksgiving) 
December 16 

(For Christmas) 
* when we are allowed to have 

meetings by Sacramento or 
Washington, D.C.! 

2021 “GOODIE”  
Schedule 

Here are the assignments for 2021, ex-
cusing those who normally do not attend 
meetings on a regular basis.  

If you cannot  accommodate this 
schedule, then it will be your  responsibil-
ity  to “volunteer”/ coerce another mem-
ber to take your place. Don’t say you 
weren't  warned.  

And, if you feel ‘The Call‘ (and aren’t on 
this list), please call one of the unfortunate 
souls on the list or the ‘Standby’ and offer 
to take their place.   

JANUARY                

FEBRUARY         

MARCH                

APRIL     

MAY   

JUNE                

JULY             

AUGUST          

SEPTEMBER          

OCTOBER         

NOVEMBER     

DECEMBER  
 

Will 
Update 

List  
When 

Meeting 
Resumes. 

This is a friendly reminder that the SAM21 2021 dues are due, 
(it’s only $10!) or you will be dropped from the roster if you 
dues are not received by April  1st (not a joke!) 

Please use the form on the last page of the Clipper to send in 
your dues to the address on the form. Make payment to 
“SAM21”. Please DO NOT send the payment without the form 
attached. Also the proof of current AMA membership is 
required. 

SAM21 Current Affairs 
The front office of SAM21 is kind of in trouble! 3 of the officers are 
currently on injury reserve!  

Sarg tried to break his fall off a ladder with his shoulder and ended 
up with a broken collar bone about three weeks ago. 

Tom had a scheduled shoulder surgery and is recovering but it will 
take a while.  

Cliff had a ticker governor installed. 

Alan is still healthy.  

So far we are not allowed to have in person meeting at the fire 
house yet. 

Dr. Henry Smith is doing well, just his computer is not on speaking 
term with the World. If you need to contact him, use the old fashion 
telephone system and call him. 

On a more upbeat note, SAM21 Clippers are available on SAM 
web site. After I took over  the editorship from Bill Copeland, the 
SAM web master Trever  Bounty’s name was mysterious left off  the 
mailing list. So the Clippers did not end up in Trevor’s hand and  
were not posted on the SAM web site. After the Clipper was 
mentioned by Roland in the 2021 February SAM Speaks, Trevor 
contacted me and we have the problem resolved. To get to the 
Clipper archive, go to http://www.antiquemodeler.org, click on the 
word “Newsletters” on the side bar on the left of the page. Then 
you will see SAM21 and the list of  the Clippers from Apr 2007 to 
the current issue. You can also check out the newsletters of other 
SAM Chapters from within the States and around the World. 
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2021 SWR Speed 400 Postal Contest Results 
The result was tabulated by Walt Angus. The contest was flown on the weekend of  January 16-18. 
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Easy Sand 5 
Borrowed form The Coastal Flyer,  
Newsletter of SAM26, Bob Angel Editor 
 
FINALLY FOUND! Easy Sand 5. This potentially 
useful product was reviewed in newsletter #340 
from July 2019. Information came from Dave 
Harding and Angelo Fattoracci, via Mike Myers. 
It combines the qualities of common spackle 
and two part epoxy, but uses water as the 
activator for a 5 minute working time. At the time 
I had an upcoming use for such a product.  

At the same time, I had an old container of a 
similar product called Dowman's Fix-All, which 
had a slower 20 minute working time. It was 
contained in just a small non-airtight cardboard 
box and hadn't been used for some time. As you 
might expect, since it was water activated, it was 
anhydrous and may have absorbed moisture 
from the air and would probably be useless. It 
was.  

After that test, I started looking for the Easy 
Sand 5 product whenever I was in a hardware, 
or Home Supply store. I had no luck for over a 
year, but recently it showed up at Lowe's, where 
they'd declared it out of stock just a month or so 
earlier. If anyone else has been looking for the 
product with no luck, it should now be available 
there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When hardened, the product is quite sand-able 
as the name implies. 3 lbs. would probably be a 
model builders lifetime supply as long as you 
keep it completely dry. Current price $6 at 
Lowe's.  

I've not always had good luck zipping those 
containers and often find them popped back 
open. You have to be slow and careful with a 
tight squeeze.  

You might want to put all or some in a more 
sealable container such as a glass jar.  

The same company also makes Easy Sand 20, 
Easy Sand 45, Easy Sand 90 and Easy Sand 
210. They can be found at your local hardware 
stores. 

 

Here's what the 3 pound ziplock sack looks 
like.  Could this be a Bruce Kimball creation? 

Plane Plane Plane 
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SAM News: 
The SAM Champs is scheduled for September 6th to September 10th at AMA HQ, Muncie, Indiana. 

Planning for the 2021 SAM champs is underway and the date that has been approved by the AMA is Sept 6 
to 10th. This is a premium week for weather in the Midwest. This week should also help with conflicting 
schedules with Ball State university.  

So far we have been very blessed with many SAM members who have committed to be volunteers. Bob 
Galler has made it clear that this year the show must go on. Registration is Sunday the 5th at the McCullough 
room by the AMA museum. Flying will start Monday morning and end Friday afternoon. The awards banquet 
is Friday night at the beautiful Delaware Country Club. There will be food for the social events in the evening 
and provide lunch Monday through Friday. By popular demand we plan to have ice cold beer in the 
kegerator.  

SAM Champs 2021 Events 
Schedule  

Sunday Registration 2-8  

RC Event Schedule  
Monday  

Electric LMR  
B-glow  

C-Ignition  

Tuesday  
Electric SOS  

B-Ignition  
Texaco ignition  

C-glow  
Electric Texaco  

Wednesday  
Speed 400 90 second engine run 10 

minute max  
Electric Rubber LMR 2020 provisional 

event  
Brown JR LER  

A- Ignition  
A-glow  

Texaco glow  

Thursday  
Electric Wakefield  

OR Side port  
Classic Texaco  

Fox-Coy  
1/2 A  

Friday  
Antique glow  

Old time Gliders  
Pure  

Antique  
Old time Electric Glider  

The Electric events & championship 

points will be figured in the usual way. 
We will be awarding first through third 
on the awards stickers. Three points 
for first two points for second one for 
third. All seven glow and ignition 
events go toward the overall 
championship.  

2021 SAM Champs  

Free Fight Schedule  

Championship Events - flown only 
on specified day.  

Monday  

A fuselage - Large Rubber Stick - 
Small Rubber Fuselage  

Tuesday  

A Pylon. - B fuselage - Small Rubber 
Stick - Commercial Rubber  

Wednesday  

B Pylon - C fuselage - Large Rubber 
Fuselage - 4 Oz Wakefield  

Thursday  

C Pylon - 20 Second Antique - 8 Oz 
Wakefield - Catapult Glider  

Special Events - First group may be 
flown any day Monday thru 
Wednesday (start any day/finish 
any day Mon thru Wed)  

Old Ruler  
Compressed Air  

OT Towline Glider  
OT HLG  
Tom Boy  

Second group may be flown any 
day Wednesday thru Friday (start 
any day/ finish any day Wed. thru 
Fri.)  

020 Replica  
Gas Scale  

Jimmy Allen  
Rubber Scale  

36 inch Hi Start Glider  
Twin Pusher Mass Launch - 

Wednesday 9:30 am or 6:30 pm ?  
Dakota target time event to be held 

after official flying one day.  

AMA and NFFS Events First group 
may be flown any day Monday thru 

Wednesday (start any day/finish 
any day Mon. Thru Wed.)  

Early 1/2A Nostalgia  
1/2A Nostalgia  

B Nostalgia  
A/B Classic  

Classic Towline  
SmallNostalgia Rubber  

1/2A E Nostalgia  
E- 36  

HLG Vintage Wakefield  

Second group may be flown any 
day Wednesday thru Friday (start 
any day/finish any day Wed. Thru 

Fri.)  

1/4A Nostalgia  
A Nostalgia  
C Nostalgia  
1/2A Classic  
C/D Classic  

Large Nostalgia Rubber  
P-30 Rubber  

ABC E Nostalgia  
Vintage FAI  

CatApult Glider  
1/2A Golden Age  

Check SAM web site for latest updates. This information was taken from SAM SPEAKS, 2021 Mar-Apr issue. 
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X-ACTO Knife Holder 
Don’t you just hate it when you reach for a knife 
laying on your workbench and found your finger 
meeting the business end of a sharp knife? Here 
is a safety tip on how to make a knife holder for 
the workbench. Ok, you do have to remember to 
put the knife in it to be safe! 

Things you will need: 

1. A length of 1/2” PVC pipe, 

2. A length of 1/16” piano wire,  

3. A piece of  3/4” plywood or wood. 

First  cut the 1/2” PVC pipe into 4” or so long 
pieces. You can use one or more. I think 4 is a 
good number, too many it will become to clutter  
to reach for the knifes.  Glue them together and 
mount the tubes onto a piece of plywood base 
about 4” x 4”, so it is stable. I chamfer the inside 
lip of the pipes so the knife can slid in easier. 

—- Before you glue the PVC pipes together, drill 
a small hole (~1/16” diameter) right through the 
center of the pipe,  about 1.25” from one end. 
Cut pieces of wire the length of the diameter of 
the PVC pipe ( which is 0.84”, don’t ask me 
why it is called a “1/2 inch” pipe, no 

dimension on that thing measured 0.5 
inches!), and insert into the holes you just 
drilled. This is the secret to stop the pointy end 
of the knife from hitting the wood. The cutting 
edge part of the knife will slide passed the wire 
and stopped before the tip reaches the plywood 
base. This design will work with both #1 and #2 
X-ACTO handles. 

To attach the pipes to the plywood base, a #8 
drywall screw fits the hole between the three 1/2” 
PVC pipes perfectly. Just  drill a hole in the 
plywood, countersink the hole and screw the 
pipes onto the plywood base, no glue is needed. 

Piano wire stop 

Another Safety Reminder  
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Cover Story:  

J & M  Hobby House 
The last Hobby Shop on the Peninsula is closing its 
door at the end of March! Yup, that’s right, J & M 
Hobby House is closing its door after 57 years of 
supporting  the modeling community in the Bay Area. 
Cliff and Pam is retiring. 

A little history on J & M Hobby House,  Joe and 
Marcelle White, purchased an existing business, J & 
J Hobby House, from Mr. Jones in 1964 and 
changed the name to J & M Hobby House (it was 
an easy change - change the second J to an M). It 
was located across the street at 1649 Laurel Street. 
It was originally located further up Laurel Street with 
a history dating back to the forties. After eyeing a 
much larger building across the street, Joe & 
Marcelle moved the business to the  current location 
in 1967 and purchased the property in 1969. Pam 
and Cliff took over the business in 1982 and last until 
now.  

J & M Hobby House is a true old time hobby shop. 
Pam and Cliff have been great supporters of the 
modeling community in the Bay Area. They will be 
missed. 

Pam and Cliff, 

The note on the door tells the whole story! 
This Art Deco building has housed J & M 
Hobby House for 57 years. 

Who knows how many people had 
walked through this door in the past 57 
years!  
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The Go-Getter, built by Dr. Henry Smith. Its 
new  keeper, Brian Chan, converted it to be 
powered by a small brushless motor from the 
brushed Speed 400 motor. A 3S1000 Lipo 
battery is used to run the new motor. 

J & M Hobby House con’t 

Sale is on, give them a visit. 

 
PCC member Olivier Salles built a Twin Pusher, it 
flew pretty well. On the second flight, still need 
some trimming yet. 

The new motor mount is made from a T-bar, 
remove the bit that does not need and you 
ended up with a motor mount. If there are 
interests, I can write up a “How to” article. 

New front end, brushless motor and a new 
motor mount. 
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 Member’s Project 

Yellow Jacket built by Noel Eberhardt. This is a 
two-meter span, thermal sailplane designed for 
the new F3RES class competition.  It is 
controlled by rudder , elevator and spoiler. The 
plane is to be launched by a high start during 
competition. 

From Noel, “Excellent kit from Sonora Laser Arts. 
Incredible precision except on holes CF tube spar 
(by design). A tapered reamer made fitting a 
breeze. All parts were laser marked/labeled and 
beautifully bundled in order with rubber bands. 
Instructions were minimal; designer/producer 
says (1) it’s not a beginner kit and (2) a builder 
with experience doesn’t need step-by-step how-
to instructions.  

I might build an electric version if this one flies 
well. By the way, no additional weight needed to 
balance the 15.2 oz of mine.” 

Noel uses a heavy block of granite to hold 
down the wing when covering.   

This is Noel’s winter building room, much 
more comfy during the wintery days than his 
normal building area.  

Same block in action again! (Don’t blink!) 

Words to live by….. 

Submitted by  Noel Eberhardt 
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Reminiscing….. 

I guess we don’t dress up  to fly anymore. 

Bill van der Beek, SAM21 meeting in the 1970’s. 
PC: Fred T. 

George Joki, with 1/2A Record Hound, SAM21 
meeting in the 70’s. PC Fred T. 

Dinky $ Demon  built by Henry Smith. SAM21 
meeting, 2007. 

Vintage propellers: Speed Way and Ross Custom 
Craver propellers. 
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Borrowed from 2021 January-February SAM SPEAKS, Roland Friestad, Editor 
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PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent:  15575 Upper Ellen Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033  Tele: 408-656-3662  E-mail: bhsargent@gmail.com  
VICE PREZ:   Tom Faith:    1132 Roy Avenue San Jose, CA 95125 Tele: 408-267-0645  E-mail: seaspider@att.net 
SECRETARY: Alan Peterson:  1115 Seena Avenue  Los Altos, CA 94024  Tele: 650-941-6557  E-mail: alansoars@aol.com 
TREASURER: Cliff Shekell: 2473 Briarwood Dr. San Jose, Ca. 95125  Tele: 408-269-5065 E-mail: tedbear1@pacbell.net  
MEMBERSHIP:  Steve Roselle:  16114 Janet Way, Grass Valley, Ca 95949  Tele: 650-465-1996  E-mail: sroselle@earthlink.net 
CHIEF EDITOR:  Brian Chan:  113 Starlite Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402 Tele: 650-867-8813 E-mail: SAM21editor@gmail.com 
COMP. COORDINATOR: Brian Sargent:  Same as  President, See above. 

 

Mail Form To Treasurer 

Cliff Shekell 
2473 Briarwood Drive 
San Jose, Ca 95125 

SAM 21—2021 Membership Application Form 

       

Check one: RETURNING MEMBER NEW MEMBER 

FULL MEMBER $10.00 ASSOCIATE MEMBER $10.00 (Newsletter only) 

Make Payment to  SAM21 

SAM No. ___________________ AMA No. ______________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ 

Phone: (            ) ______________ Cell: (            )_________________ 

Required for Full membership 

SAM membership can be renewal on-line. 
Go to http://www.mysamstore.com/     click on "Join/Renew Membership" onthe upper left . It will redirect 
you to a renewal form. Fill in the forma and click on the "submit form" button. The next page will be to select 
the online/print option. After that it will direct you to Paypal page to pay the dues. 


