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MERRY CHRISTMAS!
… AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !!

… may all your flying days in 2012 be like this one
Photo courtesy of Steve Roselle
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Next Meeting:

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 pm
SARATOGA FIRE HOUSE
Corner Saratoga Ave and Saratoga Hwy
Park in rear and enter thru front door

For the Goodie Schedule - see page 2
Thanks to Bill Vanderbeek for the November Goodies!
Thanks to Lescher, for the Coffee!
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2012 SAM WEST COAST EVENT SCHEDULE
Revised 11-29-11 cwc

Italics are PRELIMINARY Dates—Subject to Change!

Month
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN

Sat

Event

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

4
11
18
25

5
12
29
26

MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

3
10
16
24

4
11
17
25

14
21
28

Sun
1
15
22
29

1/14-15 SOUTHWEST REGIONALS, Eloy Az
...
1/28 SAM 21 BANQUET— HOLDER’s Country Inn, Cupertino

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

Waegell field

SAM 26 SPRING ANNUAL RC Taft, Ca 805-739-0329

(Easter Sunday )
NCFFC Sierra Champs FF/RC Waegell field
SAM 21 Speed 400 - S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—Dwarfs

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

5
12
19
26

JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE

2
9
16
23

JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

4
7
14
21
28

1
15
22
29

AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

SEPT

1

2

SEPT
SEPT
SEPT
SEPT

8
15
22

9
16
23
30

- SGMA Combo - Waegell field

OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

2nd - 7th - SAM CHAMPS Boulder City, NV.

3
10
17
24

SAT 5/8 WOH OPEN HOUSE (Sunday is Mother's Day)
SAM 21 RANCH ROMP Schmidt Ranch
THURSDAY 5/30 ...Memorial Day

Sunday 6/12(Father's Day)
NCFFC Champs Waegell field

December 15

Wednesday 7/4 Independence Day

(due to Christmas Conflict)

SAM 30 Annual - Schmidt Ranch

2011 “GOODIE”
Schedule
Monday 9/3 Labor Day

SAM 27 CRASH & BASH Schmidt Ranch

SAM 21 S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—DWARFs

Sunday Only 10/30 - SGMA Fall Contest FF/RC
3

4

Waegell field.

SATURDAY NOV 3rd - SAM 21 MECA COLLECTO
Vanderbeek’s warehouse Sunnyvale, CA

NOV
NOV
NOV

10
17
24

11
18
25

Thursday 11/22

Thanksgiving Day

DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

Sunday 12-25

Christmas Day

1

NEW YEARS DAY 2012

JAN

January 26
February 23
March 22
April 26
May 24
June 28
July 26
August 23
September 27
October 25
November 17
(due to Thanksgiving Conflict)

SAM 26 - JOHN POND COMMEMORATIVE XXXVII,(37th) Taft, CA

NOV

7:00 p.m.

Corner Saratoga Ave &
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy

Waegell field.
6
13
20
27
30

2011 Meeting Dates
@ SARATOGA FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Fri/Sat SABBATINI COLLECTO—Fresno 559-287-1717
APR
APR
APR
APR

VISIT SAM 21 Website:
www.SAM-21.ORG
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Here are the choices for the year, by
alphabetical order on the roster excusing
those who normally do not attend meetings on a regular basis.
If you cannot accommodate this
schedule, then it will be your responsibility to “volunteer”/coerce another member to take your place. And, If you feel
‘The Call‘ (and aren’t on this list), please
call one of the unfortunate souls on the
list and offer to take their place.

JANUARY
FEB

Gurney
Roselle

MARCH

Sargent

APRIL
Alan Peterson
MAY
Leopold
JUNE
Lewis
JULY
Marshall
AUGUST
Chichilitti
SEPT
Henry Smith
OCT
Saso
NOV
Vanderbeek
DEC
Dowling
Standby: Noel Eberhardt
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MINUTES OF SAM 21 MEETING
NOVEMBER 17, 2011

DECEMBER AGENDA

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by
President Brian Sargent. There were no guests
and 11 members were present. After one correction (Walt Gurney did not bring up the subject of a
possible flying field on Croy Rd), the minutes of the
October meeting were approved by voice vote.
Lescher Dowling gave the treasurers report and
we are still solvent. Dave Lewis gave a quick competition report on the SAM 26 John Pond Commemorative contest at Taft and said that there are no more
contests this year. The next contest will be next year in the
middle of January, the Southwest Champs at Eloy, Arizona.
Jake Chichilitti gave a report about our recently completed
Collecto at the Vanderbend warehouse. The club made about
$250 profit. That was the good news. The bad news was that
the sellers outnumbered the buyers. There was some discussion why this was and it was generally felt our attendance was
affected by the fact that the “Tom Cats” held a sale on the
same date as our Collecto. Some thought given to moving our
date a week earlier or a week later. The club also decided
that the publicity for our next Collecto should go out much earlier to the MECA Swap Sheet and that post cards definitely
should be sent to those who attended this year’s event. There
was also some discussion about having two Collectos next
year but this was tabled for the time being.
Several members went to Tracy to buy some of the OT
models from the Wayne Conner estate. Steve Roselle bought
at least 2 planes and Dave Saso bought Wayne’s Record
Breaker. Dave Lewis bought Wayne’s Anderson Pylon. There
were a lot of engines that didn’t sell and daughter, Debbie
Conner Gill plans to put them on E-bay. There will be a Collecto at Danville on Saturday, Dec 3, 2011. Noel Eberhardt
suggested we combine our Collecto with other events such as
a contest.
Regarding our annual banquet, it will be at Holder’s Country Inn the end of January 2012 and Walt Gurney passed
around some menu suggestions. We will again invite SAM
President Ed Hamler and the AMA western vice-president
Lawrence Tougas (and family).
Pres. Brian Sargent showed his new club jacket and he is
accepting orders for those interested.
At next month’s meeting we will have our annual Pirate’s
White Elephant Gift Exchange, so everyone bring a wrapped
gift worth about $20.
The Goodie Schedule for 2012 was discussed and will be
sent to the club paper editor Bill Copeland so it can be published. There were a few changes since we have lost a couple
members this year.
Brian Sargent passed around a small club trophy (originally
created by Stu Bennett) for the club’s rubber powered champion, but it hasn’t been awarded for the past few years. The
thought was that we should change it to honor George Joki
and award the perpetual trophy for George’s favorite event.
Dave Lewis thought that George really liked Speed 400, but
the idea was tabled until next month, or the January meeting.
Walt Gurney passed around our meeting schedule at the
Saratoga Fire Station for 2012 and it was approved by the club.
SHOW & TELL: Lescher Dowling displayed a “twin”
McCoy 60 black cases connected back to back; you have to
see it to believe it. He plans to install it in a race car, maybe.
Some discussion followed about pusher-props and timing. Noel
Eberhardt showed his Piper Cub, powered by an electric motor, he built from a Great Planes kit. It was flown once about 7
years ago.

Meeting of: 12/15/11
Call to order: Brian Sargent 7:00 P.M.
Members present:___Guests present: ___
Introduction of guests:
Approval of minutes from the meeting of: 11/17/11
Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling
Membership report: Lescher Dowling
Competition report: Dave Lewis
Unfinished business/reports:
A) 2011 Annual Awards Banquet, Guest speakers.
B) Club jacket, order now PLEASE
C) Disposition of “New” Trophy
New business:
A) Up date Roster
B) Summit meeting
BREAK!!!
Show and tell: Open
Program: White Elephant Gift exchange
Refreshments and coffee: courtesy of Lescher Dowling
Next meeting: 1/26/12 at 7:00 pm, Saratoga Fire Dept.

Adjournment

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!!

Respectfully Submitted: Dave Lewis, Secretary.
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… Notes From
The Right Seat

From The November Meeting ...

It’s hard for me to believe, but this
is the 12th issue of the Clipper that I
have produced since taking over from
Steve Roselle who produced 120 during his 10 years as editor. I am in awe
of Steve for his persistence and for
the 10 years Dave Lewis labored preceding Steve. I will be lucky to match
their records.
………………………………………
The “flying season” for me this year has been lousy.
Local weather and a full schedule of other activities has
pretty much prevented me (and my flying buddy, Dr. Joe
Poco) from practice flying at our local field, but we soldier
on hoping our weather will improve.
………………………………………………..
I have been able to sneak in some building time to
work on my latest project - a Klarich 6 foot Brooklyn
Dodger which is now in the finishing stage. Below is a
couple of pictures of it’s present state ...

Right/Below:
First time show
and tell participant Noel Eberhardt showed
his electric powered Cub completed about 7
years ago from
a Great Planes
kit and flown
only once nicely done looks like it
could use some
exercise!

Above: Front end set up for a “sideways” mounted O&R .60
Below: The not installed control surfaces left separate for painting

Above: Lescher Dowling, a frequent participant in Chapter show
and tell, displays his “twin” Mc
Coy .60 back to back adaptation,
perhaps scheduled for installation
in a race car - has to be seen to be
believed
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Above: A resurrected trophy will
be the subject for discussion at
the December meeting related to
its future use by the Chapter
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The Teachings of Djau and the Search for the Spirit of SAM
(Pronounced "djau")

- Part II Reprinted with permission of the Author, Jim Coffin

I traveled again to the Hills of Vienna to seek the
spirit of SAM. I had followed Djau's suggestions and
joined a group that included modelers of all ages and with
varied interests in flying of models and full scale airplanes. I had also traveled with them to their flying sites,
some remote and some nearby, even flying some of my
own models.
Though I enjoyed my experiences and the people I
had come to know, something was still lacking. The true
meaning of the spirit of SAM escaped me. There was
something elusive and underlying my observations that
needed to be discovered.
When I related what I had done since last we talked,
Djau appeared flattered that someone had followed his
advice. "You have taken a first step, but have much to
leam" he said, then followed with "What do you want of
me now?"
"Maybe, a start on the subject of which model to
build. What model from the 'Old Days' would best give me
insight or guide me to the Spirit of SAM?" "There is none"
was the quick answer. "None?" said I, startled.
"Should I say, no one model completely answers the
question of what is SAM. In effect, all of the models taken
together do not add up to SAM. SAM is not just the models. Each one has its own place, of course, its own bit to
add”.
"And one should not be limited to the gas engine
powered models or even more narrowly, to the highly
competitive designs. There is a vast number of designs
for rubber power, hand launch gliders, scale, sport, indoor, towline and even compressed air and rocket power
that only appear in print. Many have not been seen in
thirty, forty, fifty or sixty years except in the old magazines
and manuals such as Zaic's Yearbooks."
"But I cannot build all of these and what would be the
sense of it if I could?" I protested.
"There would be no sense at all. The idea is to
broaden the understanding of model aviation, its history
and how it affects model aviation today. I would suggest
starting by picking out ones that seem to represent a type
and building those that appeal to you. The obscure or seldom seen models provide the true challenges.”
"Many modelers can make a Playboy or Zipper fly
well, so there is not much to gain in duplicating what others are doing. Try something different. Half of the fun is in
choosing which one or ones to build. Investigating the
various designs and placing them in their historical setting
gives one a feeling of what it was like to build and fly in
the 'Old Days'.”
"You can learn much by delving into the designs of
old timers, particularly by reading the old construction articles that went with many of the plans. How did they solve
the technical problems they faced and what kinds of problems were they? What materials did they use and how did
they describe them? Many of these materials disappeared long ago, of course, and finding suitable replacements is an additional challenge."
The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21

"I have read some of these articles and wondered
about their materials. Just what is 'banana oil', 'glider
Polish' or 'bamboo paper?", I asked.
"To be frank, I haven't the foggiest except that those
were the common building materials available then. But
there is no reason not to substitute modem dopes, sanding sealers and covering papers for anything used then.
But build in the sense of their era without resorting to
such modem innovations as the self-adhering plastic
films so many use. They are easy to apply, but offer little
structural strength and in no way resemble what is sacred to the ideals of the Old Timers. Most of their models
depended heavily on the covering to strengthen their
lightweight structures and tissue, silk or silkspan and nitrate dope were the standard covering methods.”
"There are other things to look at, however. How did
they mount their engines without our present day glass
filled plastic or cast aluminum mounts? Why, particularly
on the early gas models, did they place the wheels so far
forward? What was the purpose of using stick and tissue
construction through out instead of slab sided sheet
wood? How did the rubber flyers develop their special
components such as the free wheeling prop and later the
folders?”
"Many questions are opened by studying these old
designs and many of the answers apply to today's designs. Learning the methods used to solve problems
then can help solve problems in today's world. Model
building and designing is a continuing development process as are all technical subjects. We build on the past,
improving what we can as we go. By the way, since you
have studied some of these old timer designs can you
answer my questions?”
Again the teacher was becoming the inquisitor:
"From what I could find, most of the old timer models
used hardwood beams of some sort to mount their engines, others used bent aluminum or steel sheet mounts.
Some provided a sort of pivot arrangement to allow the
engine to move a bit in event of a bad landing. I guess
the stick and tissue construction for gas models was a
holdover from rubber models. And I have no idea why
the early gas models had their landing wheels so far forward."
"I would give you less than a 50% score on that. You
completely ignored the rubber model question, were right
on the engine mounts, half right on the stick and tissue
question and zippo on the landing gear. They put the
gear as far forward as possible to protect the engine and
their props. For the very early models, they had to hand
carve props as commercial ones weren't on the market
yet. One bad landing could wipe out a number of hours
of work carving a prop and the spare, if there was one,
was never as good as the one that broke. Engines were
quite dear, as they are today, and often a number of
modelers in a club shared one engine, so the forward
landing gear and the flexible mounts were considered
necessary to protect the most valuable parts of the
model.”
"As far as stick and tissue or silk covering are concerned, the need was for light
Continued on Pg 6
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NOTICE!
The ‘21 PIRATES WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
It’s always a hoot! Here’s the details:
Bring a hobby related wrapped gift of at least $20 value.
Used items are fine as well as new ones.
Playing order is drawn from a hat and #1 selects a gift and unwraps it.
#2 has the option of grabbing a new gift or Pirating #1’s selection.
Ditto for # 3 who either selects a new gift or robs a gift from #1 or #2.
This goes on until all gifts are opened.
Once a player has possession of a particular gift 3 times, it belongs to
them and is out of play (and so are they).
Bring a pen and mark your gift with your initials in case it is stolen from you.
The trick is to then select another gift which has a good chance
of being pirated. That way you can get your original gift back.
As you might imagine, the action gets WILD for certain items.

Arrg
ggh!

Remember, you can not take a stolen gift directly back.
must pass through a third party’s hands first.
Sound complex?

Naaa!

…. it’s a bunch of fun!
Visitors Welcome!
weight. Engines were not as powerful as today and there was a weight penalty built in with spark
ignition components.”
“Early rules also included a minimum fuselage cross-section requirement. The required area was determined by
squaring the length and dividing by one hundred. This cross-section rule was intended to make the models proportion
to a full size airplane and discourage minimum sized fuselages.”
“Remember that many of the contests in those days were sponsored by organizations such as major newspapers
and newly organized airlines with a vested interest in promoting or reporting on the development of aviation in general.”
"This rule meant that a four foot long fuselage had a cross section of 23 square inches or 4 by 5-3/4 inches at its
largest point. When you figure out how much balsa it would take to build a sheet sided fuselage of this proportion,
you can see why so many were constructed of sticks, both for reasonable weight and for cost. Besides, I think stick construction makes a better looking model.”
Continued on Pg 8

Continued from Pg 5
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ANNUAL

AWARDS

BANQUET
Saturday, JANUARY 28th, 2012
HOLDERS COUNTRY INN
998 SOUTH DEANZA BLVD. SAN JOSE, CA
6 pm - Schmoozing


7 pm - Chow Down

(NO HOST BAR)


DINNER MENU T.B.D OPEN MENU (for Late comers)
* DOOR PRIZES
LADIES RAFFLE
* Presentation of PERPETUAL AWARDS

The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21
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In Memoriam ...
CECIL CUTBIRTH - SAM 51
Cecil passed away at the hospital from
lung complications.
He was an avid airplane enthusiast.
He was a general aviation pilot for over
forty years. He also enjoyed building, flying and competing model airplanes. He
has many trophies to show for his skills.
He owned a successful mailing and
printing company for 37 years in Inglewood, CA. Thanks to his manager Bud, he
was able to retire at the age of 47, to enjoy the rest of his life in the country that he
so loved.
He met Connie on a blind date in 1986
and married his adoring wife in 1989.
They had been inseparable ever since.
They shared many airplane adventures
and cruises together, as well as spending
time with family and friends.
He is survived by his loving wife Connie, daughter, Cheryl, three stepdaughters, Cindy, Michele, and Traci; three
sons-in-law, Scott, Nick, and Russ, and
five grand-children.
He will be missed by many.
He touched the lives of all
Right: Cecil
who were lucky enough to
and Connie
know him
- Christmas

Above: Cecil at the Schmidt Ranch

past ...

Continued from Pg 6

Well, we seemed to have drifted from the subject of the Spirit of SAM again, but I was beginning to acquire a better
appreciation of the old time designs and why they developed as they did.
"Enough for tonight. Care to join me in a libation?" asked Djau as he poured a dark reddish brown liquid into two
paper cups. “Yes, thanks" I answered and I reached for one of the cups while Djau took a long draught from his. I also
took a large mouthful and nearly choked before swallowing it. When I had caught my breath, I blurted, "This stuff is
terrible! What is it?" With a 'Gotcha' twinkle in his eye, Djau answered, "As the old sailors would say: 'Any port in a
storm!”
Taking my leave with eyes watering, I walked out into a still moonlit night and wondered what kind of storm Djau
was expecting.
Jocko Fynn
From "The Conversations of Djau Chapter II as, recovered from a 55 gallon drum filled with balsa scraps on the field at Muncie. Indiana, by
Jim Coffin. SAM 63.
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More 2011 SAM Champs Pictorial
All Images Courtesy of Steve Roselle
Left: Dave Harding's 14 ft span
Boehle Giant
(Forster 99
power) climbs out
on its last mission. Moments
later it took a fatal
dive to destruction from 1000 ft.
Probable cause
(preliminary) battery failure.

Above: Setting up 'refuge' operations Tuesday morning on gravel
shore of muddy 'dry' lake. Colin Wittison helps scorer Tina Kimes.

Above: Red Sky in Morning (at Hacienda Casino) - Modelers take Warning!

Above: Rain begins on Eldorado 'dry' lake

Below: Electric LMR flyoff lineup on Wednesday. Minutes after launching in
dead calm conditions, winds arose very quickly. Four of the seven landed off
field (LOF) for zero flights! A Fifth went OOS but was later recovered.
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Above: The 2011 SAM ladies - standing: Ann Maly Griswold,
Val Roselle Smith, Mary Hamler, Margie Angel, Elaine
Davidson. Sitting: RC scorers Tina Kimes, and Elaine Gray.
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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS
January 14-16, 2012
1-10 at Toltec Rd., Eloy, AZ.
SAM RC Old Timers
Contest Director: Bob Angus
6640 N. Columbus
Tucson, AZ85718
520-299-9034
Saturday Jan.14 Events

Sunday Jan. 15 Events

Monday, Jan. 16 Events

Antique

Electric LMR

Ohlsson Sideport

1/2 A Texaco Scale

C Glow LER

Brown Jr. LER

Texaco

A Glow

Speed 400 LMR

A Ignition

Special Event - Electric Replica

Spirit of SAM

Pure Antique
B Glow
Electric Texaco
C Ignition
1/2 A Texaco
B Ignition LER
Wakefield Class LMR Electric

SPECIAL EVENT RULES
ELECTRIC REPLICA
1. Replica Model of any fuel-powered model kitted or built from plans published by December 31,1942.
2. Not to exceed 36" wingspan projected
3. Motor - any electric brushed or brushless in-runner or out-runner
4. Battery - a 2 cell lithium polymer battery of any capacity
5. Propeller - fixed, not folding propellers
6. Landing Gear - Two-wheel landing gear may be substituted for a single wheel
7. Construction - Construction is at the discretion of the builder
8. Airfoil - Airfoils may be modified, but must retain the characteristic shape of the
original, RAF 32 Type, 6409 type, Single Surface type, Clark Y type etc.
9. Motor run - 120 seconds. Score is sum of best of two of three flights.
10. Fly off at discretion of CD.
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Don’t Forget: SAM 21 apparel is still readily available for those of you who will want to show up
at the next contest in the latest fashion. Orders are not restricted to SAM 21 members and their groupies

2011 / 2012
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Now

44 cents,
Please!

Here’s Your Copy of the December, 2011 SAM 21 Clipper
(Read at your own risk!)

First Class
PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent: 15575 Upper Ellen Road Los Gatos, CA 95033 Tele: 408-353-1977 E-Mail: bhsargent@gmail.com
VICE PREZ: Jake Chichilitti: 509 Cambridge Street Belmont, CA 94002 Tele: 650-595-8105 E-Mail: jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Dave Lewis:
2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net
TREASURER: Lescher Dowling: 1122 Merrimac Drive Sunnyvale, CA 94087 Tele:408-739-0652 E-mail: lescher2@aol.com
EDITOR:
Bill Copeland: 4863 Primrose Lane, Livermore, Ca 94551 Tele: 925-321-1552 E-mail: bnbent@pacbell.net
Competition Coordinator: Dave Lewis: 2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net

SAM 21 - 2012 Membership Application Form
Check one

NEW Member

Returning Member

Check one

FULL Member $25

Associate Member $15 (newsletter only)

SAM No._____________________ AMA No. _______________
(Req’d if full)

Name: ___________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________
Email Address: __________________________
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Mail to Treasurer:
Lescher Dowling
1122 Merrimac Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
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