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Heart Breaking

Chapter 21

News …

One of the things your editor least likes to
do is publish news of the passing of another
SAM member, and here I am again. This year
has been brutal…
We have learned, to our sorrow, of the
passing of long time SAM stalwart Cecil Cutbirth. A member of SAM 51, as well as ‘21,
he was an important element of the conduct of
the annual ‘51 contest at the Schmidt Ranch
and a regular competitor at most SAM events
in Northern California.
He will be sorely missed …
Services are to be held at 2:00 p.m. Friday,
November 18, at:
Lincoln Christian Life Center
1200 Highway 193
Lincoln, CA

Cecil, July 2010, at the Schmidt Ranch
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Next Meeting:

Thursday, November 17, 7:00 pm
SARATOGA FIRE HOUSE
Corner Saratoga Ave and Saratoga Hwy
Park in rear and enter thru front door

For the Goodie Schedule - see page 2
Thanks to Dave Saso for the October Goodies!
Thanks to Lescher, for the Coffee!
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2011

SAM WEST COAST EVENT SCHEDULE

Revised 5-01-11 cwc
Month
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN

Sat
1
15
22
29

Sun
2
16
23

FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Italics are PRELIMINARY Dates—Subject to Change!
Event
1/15-16 SOUTHWEST REGIONALS, Eloy Az
NCFFC Awards Luncheon & raffle—bring something...
SAM 21 BANQUET— HOLDER’s Country Inn, Cupertino

Sunday Only - SGMA Spring Bash FF/RC Waegell field

2011 Meeting Dates
7:00 p.m.
@ SARATOGA FIRE
DEPARTMENT
Corner Saratoga Ave &
Sunnyvale-Saratoga Hwy

SAM 26 SPRING ANNUAL RC Taft, Ca 805-739-0329
Fri/Sat SABBATINI COLLECTO—Fresno 559-287-1717

APR
APR
APR
APR

9
16
23

4
10
17
24

APR

30

MAY 1

MAY
MAY
MAY

7
14
21

8
15
22

SAT 5/8 WOH OPEN HOUSE (Sunday is Mother's Day)

MAY

29

30

Monday 5/30 ...Memorial Day

JUNE
JUNE
JUNE
JUNE

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

Sunday 6/12(Father's Day)
Saturday 6/25 Only - NCFFC Champs Waegell field

JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY

4
2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

SEPT

3

4

SEPT
SEPT
SEPT

10
17
24

11
18
25

Sept 11th only - SGMA Combo - Waegell field

OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT
OCT

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

2nd - 7th - SAM CHAMPS Boulder City, NV.

(Sunday Easter)
Saturday Only - NCFFC Sierra Champs FF/RC Waegell field
SAM 21 Speed 400 - S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—Dwarfs
NCFFC Nor Cal Champs - FF only

Waegell field.

SAM 21 RANCH ROMP Schmidt Ranch

January 27
February 24
March 24
April 28
May 26
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 17
(due to Thanksgiving Conflict)

December 15

Monday 7/4 Independence Day

(due to Christmas Conflict)

SAM 30 Annual - Schmidt Ranch - cancelled

2011 “GOODIE”
Schedule
Monday 9/5 Labor Day

SAM 27 CRASH & BASH Schmidt Ranch

SAM 21 S- 400 & 1/2A TEXACO contest—DWARFs
SAM 26 - JOHN POND COMMEMORATIVE XXXVI,(36th) Taft, CA
Sunday Only 10/30 - SGMA Fall Contest FF/RC

NOV

5

6

NOV
NOV
NOV

12
19
26

13
20
27

DEC

3

4

DEC
DEC
DEC

10
17
24

11
18
25

Sunday 12-25

1

NEW YEARS DAY 2012

JAN

VISIT SAM 21 Website:
www.SAM-21.ORG

Waegell field.

SATURDAY NOV 5th - SAM 21 MECA COLLECTO Vanderbeek’s
warehouse Sunnyvale, CA

Thursday 11/24

Thanksgiving Day

SATURDAY DEC 3rd - E.B.R.C. MECA COLLECTO - DANVILLE
(see pg 6)

Christmas Day
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Here are the choices for the year, by
alphabetical order on the roster excusing
those who normally do not attend meetings on a regular basis.
If you cannot accommodate this
schedule, then it will be your responsibility to “volunteer”/coerce another member to take your place. And, If you feel
‘The Call‘ (and aren’t on this list), please
call one of the unfortunate souls on the
list and offer to take their place.

JANUARY
FEB

Gurney
Roselle

MARCH

Sargent

APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPT
OCT
NOV
DEC

Joki
Leopold
Lewis
Marshall
Chichilitti
Henry Smith
Saso
Vanderbeek
Dowling
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MINUTES OF SAM 21 MEETING
OCTOBER 27, 2011

NOVEMBER AGENDA

Meeting called to order by President Brian Sargent at 7:08PM. There were 12 members present
and there were no guests. The September minutes
were approved by voice vote. Treasurer Lescher
Dowling gave the treasurers report and we are still
solvent. SAM 21 has a total of 45 members.
Competition Director Dave Lewis advised that the
SAM 27 Crash & Bash was held last month then inquired if anybody was planning on attending the SAM 26 John Pond Memorial
contest at Taft; it seems that he will be the only attendee. He gave
a very short report (wind, mud, wind, etc. etc.) on the 2011 SAM
CHAMPS at Boulder City, Nevada. No other events coming up
until Eloy next January.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - The annual awards banquet was
discussed by Walt Gurney which will be held at Holders Country
Inn on DeAnza Blvd, Cupertino, on Saturday, January 28, 2012.
We want the same waitress as last year. Jake Chichilitti will prepare a flier for the newsletter.
Regarding the SAM 21 Collecto set for Nov. 5, 2011, apparently post cards have not been sent out to all those that attended
last year. Discussion on how to correct this followed. Question
raised as to why the Oakland Cloudusters cancelled their afternoon portion of the event. Fred Terzian said that there weren’t
enough people available to pull it off so it was postponed. There
are plenty of tables and chairs available for the Collecto. Brian
Sargent will pick up a few dozen donuts and Lescher will bring
the coffee. Henry Smith brought in some A-frame signs to set up
in the neighborhood.
Brian Sargent showed a club jacket with the club insignia
both front and back. Then Bill Copeland showed his yellow club
windbreaker. Some orders for these items were made; much
time to try on these jackets and pass them back and forth.
NEW BUSINESS – Walt Gurney advised that he had run
across a man who had 660 acres available for a flying field. The
field is located at 6270 Croy Rd near Uvas Reservoir. Someone
needs to go down there and check it out and take some pictures.
Ted Kafer who is president of the Dwarfs club advised how their
field was set up and how it came about.
Steve Roselle said that since it was the October meeting, it
was time for nominations of officers for the new year as per the
By-laws. Motion made, seconded and voted upon to reelect the
present officers for another year.
SHOW AND TELL – Gary Leopold showed his very nice Playboy Sr powered with a Super Tigre 35 and covered all over with
red transparent Ultracote; he hasn’t flown it yet. He got it from
Don Bekins but Gary thinks that it was made by someone on the
east coast.
Ted Kafer showed his Cleveland Cloudster for Speed 400.
He built it from a Klarich kit and made up a cowl from a soft drink
plastic bottle. Ted formed a male plug and using a heat gun
pushed and pulled the plastic bottle down over the plug until it
was tight.
Bill Copeland showed a kind of blind nut called a “nutsert”.
He passed around various examples of these things which is
really a variation of the old “Molly Screw”. Bill said that it was
perfect for attaching motor mounts to firewalls without having to
reach around inside the fuse to start the blind nut. He used a lot
of them when he built his Wheeler Express.
Someone reminded the club of the annual Pirate White
Elephant Gift exchange held at the December meeting.

Meeting of: 11/17/11
Call to order: Brian Sargent 7:00PM
Members present:
Guests present:
Introduction of guests.
Approval of minutes from the meeting of: 10/27/11
Treasurer's report: Lescher Dowling
Membership report: Lescher Dowling
Competition report: Dave Lewis
Unfinished business/reports:
A) 2012 Banquet, Guest speakers.
B) Collecto Report
C) Club Jackets, order NOW!
New business:
A) Christmas gift exchange
B) Collecto event: two next year?
C) New trophy to add
D) GOODIE schedule 2012
BREAK!!!
Show and tell: All.
Program: TBD
Refreshments by Bill Vanderbeek,
Coffee courtesy of Lescher Dowling
Adjournment:
Next meeting: 12/15/11 at 7:00 pm Saratoga Fire Dept.

Respectfully submitted, Dave Lewis, SAM 21 Secretary
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… Notes From
The Right Seat

From The September Meeting ...

I usually finish each issue of the
Clipper by writing this column, reserving space for: 1. Late breaking news;
2. Continuing or completing any editorial “string” from the previous issue or;
“cute” remarks or happenings particularly related to ‘21 members or activities.
This month however, for me, does
not lend itself to “cute” considering
page one, so I will forgoe any attempt at being “cute”.
I will add to the editorial string from the October issue
by saying that my plan to encourage “joint” or “Co-op”
contests/fun fly events is still on the front burner. You will
hear more of this plan in future issues.
The “late breaking news” is found on page one.
So, I will take advantage of the available space to
extend my sincere thanks to the many people who cheerfully help me each month by preparing and submitting
text and pictures which fill out each issue. Each month
sees different “correspondents” from ‘21 members to
European SAM International, to other newsletter editors
and individual SAM members like SAM president Ed
Hamler, who has gone out of his way in the midst of his
truly busy schedule, to provide timely material related to
local and international events. I am humbled by the willingness of all to support this lowly attempt at keeping the
“news” relevant, hopefully interesting and timely.
As many of you know editing a monthly example of
anything is a chore. Add trying to relate the material to
‘21, SAM and airplanes in general can be daunting. Generally when I start to edit each edition I suffer a brief feeling of panic after I reduce the previous issue to a template that turns out to be mostly empty space. But, as the
days pass the white space begins to be filled with text
and pictures and telephone calls and E-mails yield useful, interesting and sometimes fascinating material from
sources, some of which had been previously unknown to
me. To my personal benefit I have been “introduced” to
people who do not know me personally, but are ready to
generously share their “stories” with me, which I happily
share with you hoping you either learn something, find
something or smile ...

Above: Ted Kafer showed us his Cox .049 powered Cleveland
Cloudster

Thanks for allowing me to do this!

Renew early … avoid the rush!
Take note of the Membership application form on the
back page. You will see that it is revised for 2012.
Write your check now, before you forget!
Your new or renewed membership will be good for the
entire calendar year of 2012.
Please try to write clearly and fill in all the blanks.
The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21

Above: Gary Leopold brought his Playboy featuring his signature
beautiful covering skill
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… Exclusive SAM Champs Report Cont’d

MORE ILLUSTRATED 2011 CRASH AND BASH
Left: The “Three Rocketeers” From left are
Andrew T., Rich M., and
Chip B. Rich built all
three "Rocketeers". Chip
owns the yellow 80".
Rich owns the 90" in the
middle. Andrew and
Chip own the "Big R"
with 120" wing span.
This was the first time
competing for Rich and
he placed very well in
several events. Andrew
won 1st place and I took
2nd with "Big R". What
fun !

Right: Birthday
Girl Miriam
displays her
new, official
SAM 21 shirt.
That’s Smilin’
Jake” Chichilitti
on the left enjoying the moment during the
Friday night
“Birthday
Bash”…

Above: And then we have these dudes - trying to get in some night flight practice. No report on their success - or lack of it ...

2011 SAM 21 Collecto

Above: The “lions at the gate” Dave Lewis, left and
Jake Chichilitti tried their best to wrestle the required
entry fee from attendees clenched fists . Note the
fierce attention to duty...

Above: Left to right, David Rice, Donald Conner,
Debbie Conner Gill and Jonah Williams, the family
of Wayne Conner, were the feature of the event,
bringing most of Wayne’s extensive collection of
engines. They also hosted a sale of Wayne’s airplanes at his home in Tracy the next day

Left: President
Sargent, right,
presents special
SAM 21 jacket to
Bill Vanderbeek
for supporting the
Collecto by donating the space
for the event in
his warehouse

Above: An unidentified “model” displays the newest SAM 21 Jacket.
You can order one now by contacting Brian Sargent

The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21
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SPECIAL NOTICES
The ‘21 PIRATES WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
It is always a hoot!
Here’s the details.
Bring a hobby related wrapped gift of at least $20 value.
Used items are fine as well as new ones.
Playing order is drawn from a hat and #1 selects a gift and unwraps it.
#2 has the option of grabbing a new gift or Pirating #1’s selection.
Ditto for # 3 who either selects a new gift or robs a gift from #1 or #2.
This goes on until all gifts are opened.
Once a player has possession of a particular gift 3 times, it belongs
to them and is out of play (and so are they).
Bring a pen and mark your gift with your initials in case it is stolen
from you.
The trick is to then select another gift which has a good chance
of being pirated. That way you can get
your original gift back. As you
might imagine, the action gets WILD for certain items.
Remember, you can not take a stolen gift directly back.
It must pass through a third party’s hands first.

Arrg
ggh!

Sound complex?

Naaa!

…. it’s a bunch of fun!

The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21

November, 2011

Page 6

A Clipper exclusive ….

2011 SAM CHAMPS REPORT - by SAM 21’s RC CD Steve Roselle
Saturday - Oct 2, 2011 4:29 AM: Jake Chichilitti and I

Tuesday:

left Mountain View,CA at 5:15 am having packed the van
afternoon before. Unable to build 4 HLGS due to procrastination and lack of time. Did finish RC installation in Al
Wards' Piper cub recently purchased from Walt Gurney.
Don Bekins convoyed with us from Harris Ranch - Near
Edwards AFB Don celled needing a rest stop. GPS
showed gas station in Boron. Station was closed but Don
found a Mexican restaurant/bar - We drove into their
parking lot to find Mariachi band serenading us!!! Cool!
Arrived Boulder City about 3pm. Dinner at casino Steakhouse with Jake and the Italians
(sounds like rock band).
Prime Rib (GoooooD! and plenty of Merlot!
Forecast Weather for week - WINDY AND
Thunderstorms

Considering that the night’s rains may have flooded the
field and lake, at breakfast I had RCers stay at hotel while
we scouted out the lake for another place to fly - our Monday site being slightly flooded. When the lake floods it
turns to slime and one cannot drive there. The lake
looked almost dry but we couldn't reach our Monday site
without risking stranded vehicles. I elected to set up operations in gravel flats near road opposite FF tent.
Flew all day with good air - only threats of rain and wind.
dried Lake sufficiently for cars to retrieve items from FF
and RC sites. Plenty of FF flyers
spectated as the day's FF events
had been canceled. From the number of cars parked nearby it looked like
the old time Champs!
Flew two 2-way LER fly offs, but didn't get 7way ELMR fly offs done because the flyers
felt it too windy to fly. Scheduled them to Wed
morning. Problem is Wed am supposed to be
windy with heavy rain moving in by afternoon! By
4 pm contest close winds had dropped to balmy light and
fly off could have been accomplished. However flyers
were long gone. Oh well.

Sunday:
Today: Field check then to Home Depot to get
take off mats. Test flew new Piper cub scale
model. Then back to casino for Registration and contestant check-in. Then out to field for mat and fencing setup.
Two large ( 20ft square) white tents are HQ for Free
Flight and Radio Control - about 3/4 mile apart. RC is the
Northerly one.
Casino: Room - plain vanilla - NO refridg - Ice machine
one floor up.
Internet connection - $50 for the week. Room is $216 for
the week - VERY GOOD!
We note not a lot of regular customers. Told SAM group
is 50% of hotel guests.
Few ringy bells or clanking coin sounds noticed this
week. Many guests seem to be tourists going out for the
day - like us. Told Quality Inn - within spitting distance has refridges and Jacuzzi in room! - and they match casino's $29.99 rate.

Monday; was off to a good start weather-wise and we
flew in calm air for several hours. We got the SOSE
mass launch flown with 7 or 8 flyers. At 1:00 pm wind
came up and blew out the flying. Sheltered in place for
afternoon. Late in day three stalwarts decided to fly and
we spotted 'plane-grabbers' in the landing zone. Luckily
they didn't break their planes, but their times were short.
Monday night after dinner at Casino - Looked outside
and it was really raining hard. Let up soon but worried
about the field condition 10 miles away. I slept hard. Next
morning Jake asked if I had seen the incredible thunder
and lightning show last night.
Nope! Oh well.

Wednesday - Oct 5, 2011 5:00 AM
Today supposed to be heavy rain starting Noon. Maybe
fly early - maybe.
The day turned out to be a big BLOWOUT. Began flying
early. Called for Electric LMR 7way fly off and
launched in calm air. Shortly the winds came up with a
vengeance and 5 of the seven failed to land on the
allotted landing area resulting in Zero fly off scores. The
seventh - Dale Tower with his scaled up Stardust
Special with 28 inch diameter prop - went O.O.S. but later
reported the plane found with moderate damage...
I sorted the other 4 LOF's by time for scoring purposes.
All flying ceased after that. At 10 am I called a pilots
meeting and that the contest would be held open in case
a lull occurred, (HAH!) but would either close at scheduled 4pm, or upon general rain (for safety), or when all
contestants had departed the contest. S400LMR mass
launch was rescheduled to Friday. By 11 am the last
vehicle left and we departed also. FF CD Hal Wightman
reported a similar close to his proceedings. Jake & I
toured the Boulder Dam complex during the windy afternoon. Heavy winds continued all afternoon with
locally heavy rain in evening. We expected to find the
lakebed un-driveable.
Evening festivities included a Swap meet, Concours display and judging, and SAM general membership
meeting. Prez Hamler reported the Board meeting was
overlong and would be continued on Thursday evening
due to workload needed to be done
Continued on Pg 8
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… Exclusive SAM Champs Report Cont’d

2011 John Pond Memorial Contest

Thursday: Up at 5am to compile Champs Trophy ma-

By: Dave Lewis, ’21 Competition Coordinator

Editor:

trix. At 6:15 am CM Meriweather reported from RC tent
on field that lakebed was drivable. Hallelujah! I asked
several RC flyers to spread the word that contest would
commence at 8 am. It did and we had balmy morning
flying with many sorties.
High time in Electric LMR was 41 minutes plus! This
lasted until 2pm when a wind front terminated flying.
We packed up again and exited the lakebed by 3pm.
B Glow is only event needing a fly off. This will be held
Friday early.

Friday; Seven special events on tap plus S400 LMR fly
off. Friday was the best day of the week. Sunny, calm,
and clear! Also the First day we left the field because WE
wanted to, instead of being dusted off, rained off or
blown off! We flew eight events - all Special - and also
the S400 LMR mass launch event as well.
Tragedy of the week was witnessing Dave Harding's 14
foot span Boehle Giant dive in from 1000 ft to
destruction on the lake bed for no apparent reason, accompanied by the screams of the crowd. Sadly, the fine
running Forster 99 was badly damaged as well.
Awards were given out at the Casino’s evening banquet
Andy Latkowski is 2011RC Ignition champ, Tom
Boice is 2011 RC Glow Champ, and Jack Hiner is 2011
RC Electric Champ. Texaco perpetual trophy (Ed
Roberts memorial) went to Our Italian friend Walther
Gianoti (20:57 in wind), Electric High Time (Dick Huang
memorial) to Rich Bartkowski (41:29), SOSE (Colin
Borthwick memorial) to Jack Hiner ( 30:07), and OR23
trophy (Howard Osegueda memorial) to Andy Latkowski).
Special Thanks to Contest Manager Dave Meriweather
and to registrar Gene Drake for their excellent efforts in
putting together the 2011 SAM Champs. Without their
work this event would not have been held.
Special mention to Tina Kimes and Elaine Gray for manning the RC scoring desk all week in adverse
conditions, and to assistant CD's Jake Chichilitti and
Glen Poole for their efforts. There were many others too numerous to mention individually - who assisted and
helped during the week. Thank You!
Special mention also to our four Italian friends, Gabriele
Montebelli, Georgio Crismanti, Tiziano Bortolai, and
Walther Gianoti, and to good Aussie mate Allan Laycock
for traveling the world to be with us!
Good Friends, Good food & wine, and all are bid farewell
until next year!

You just had to ask about Taft didn't you!!! Well,
I will give you a brief rundown.
First thing on Saturday morning, I'm flying my B
Glow Bomber with the K&B 3.5. It’s doing a great
climb-out but I can't hear the engine shut off because of noise from another plane, so I'm thinking it
didn't shut off. I try to do a loop and this takes me
right into the sun so now I can't see my plane (the
engine is quiet). My timer says he sees it and he
tells me which way to turn. The problem is he has
picked up the wrong model…
So, we fly it back to the field and when we walk
over to get it, its gone!!! The owner has picked it up
(the color isn't even close to my Bomber's purple).
So my plane is gone, gone, gone and we have no
idea where it could be.
Needless to say, I don't fly with much confidence
the rest of the day. I call Pat that night and she said
right off; "you lost a plane, didn't you?". I said "how
did you know?" and she says that John from Taft
has called a couple times saying he has it and
wants the REWARD!
So, mid-morning the next day John from Taft
drives up in his shiny black Ford P.U. and he has
my Bomber which is relatively undamaged. I give
him a twenty and I get my plane back. It
came down close to the prison.
Sunday at the SAM 26 John Pond Memorial was
a much better day than Saturday was, to say the
least.
Sixteen guys signed the AMA sign-up sheet and
the weather was great, temps in the mid 70ies and
very little wind. I ended up with one first, two seconds and two thirds.
Of course, I was the only SAM 21 member attending.
So, there it is, my SAM 26 Taft report.

Steve Roselle - 2011 Sam Champs RCCD

Web Site of the month: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=L75ESD9PBOw
The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21
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2011 SAM Champs Pictorial
All Images Courtesy of Steve Roselle
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2011 John Pond Memorial Contest Sunday Events
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Now

44 cents,
Please!

Here’s Your Copy of the November, 2011 SAM 21 Clipper
(Read at your own risk!)

First Class
PRESIDENT: Brian Sargent: 15575 Upper Ellen Road Los Gatos, CA 95033 Tele: 408-353-1977 E-Mail: bhsargent@gmail.com
VICE PREZ: Jake Chichilitti: 509 Cambridge Street Belmont, CA 94002 Tele: 650-595-8105 E-Mail: jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com
SECRETARY: Dave Lewis:
2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net
TREASURER: Lescher Dowling: 1122 Merrimac Drive Sunnyvale, CA 94087 Tele:408-739-0652 E-mail: lescher2@aol.com
EDITOR:
Bill Copeland: 4863 Primrose Lane, Livermore, Ca 94551 Tele: 925-321-1552 E-mail: bnbent@pacbell.net
Competition Coordinator: Dave Lewis: 2925 Miles Drive Santa Clara, CA95051 Tele: 408-246-2257 E-mail lewis966@att.net

SAM 21 Membership Application Form - 2012
Check one

NEW Member

Returning Member

Check one

FULL Member $25

Associate Member $15 (newsletter only)

SAM No._____________________ AMA No. _______________
(Req’d if full)

Name: ___________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________
Email Address: __________________________
The CLIPPER - the newsletter of SAM 21
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Mail to Treasurer:
Lescher Dowling
1122 Merrimac Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
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