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Next Meeting:  
February Meeting is  

Cancelled Due to The 
Schedule Conflicts of   

Dr. Alan Peterson. 

Meeting Will Resume in March 

 

... in this issue: 
P.1  HANK COLE 1921-2023 
P.2  LATEST DOPE, MEETING MINUTES, 

WELLNESS REPORT 
P.3  OCD MEETING, SAM49 TROPHY 
P.4  HANK COLE 
P.5  JOHN POND COMMEMORATIVE  CONTEST 
P.6   MEMBER’S PROJECT
P.7  EUROCHAMP 2023, TUNING SP400 MOTOR
P.8 TUNING SP400 MOTOR
P.9 EXERCISE ? 
P.10  RENEWAL INFO, CLUB INFO,  RENEWAL 

 FORM 

( Official 

newsletter of  

the  

“BlackJack” 

Club) 

june2020 #2006bhc 

    Chapter 21                                     AMA Charter Club 1470 

SAM                 CLIPPER 

                                       

  

 

     

 

 

 

( Official 

newsletter of  

the  

“BlackJack” 

Club) 

JAN2023#2301bhc 

SAM21                  CLIPPER 

    Chapter 21                                     AMA Charter Club 1470 



 

The CLIPPER- Official Newsletter of SAM 21        January 2023      2 

SAM21 Current Affairs 
Latest  dope….. 

Happy New Year, welcome to a wet 2023. 

Minute from the last meeting, January 5th , 2022 

Location: Dr.  Peterson’s Abode. 

• Meeting was called to order by Prez Alan at 8:15 pm January 
5th, 2023. 5 members were present at the meeting. Low 
turnout due to bad weather and illness. 

• Last meeting minute was approved. Motion: Sam N. 

• Due to the low turn out, meeting was conducted in very low 
key. 

• Sal Taibi Memorial Fun Fly postponed due to bad weather and 
the flying site is flooded. 

• John Pond Commemorative O.T. Contest, March 18-19, 2023. 
Hosted by SAM26, CD: Bob Angel, ACD: Mike Myers, 
Location: Green Field Flyer at Bakersfield, Ca. See flier in this 
Clipper. 

• Treasurer Report: renewals are coming in, 12 renewals so far. 
SAM21 treasury is solvent. 

• Will investigate the possibility of flying 1/2A-Sp400 contest at 
Dwarfs Field. Sarg will be looking into the possibility. 

• Henry Smith is doing ok. Alan visited Henry, and Henry is in 
good health, but losing hearing and sight. 

• Ex V.P. Tom F is looking to move out of California. 

• No contest  till March 2023.  

• Dinner (pizza) was served at the meeting, will be in future 
meetings also. 

• Sam N is proposing to reduce the motor time for E-LMR 
contests. 

• 2023 dues are due. Fill in the renewal form and mail form with 
$10.00 to Cliff. Address is on the form! 

• Don’t forget to renew your AMA and SAM memberships also. 

• Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

 

Don’t forget to  

renew your  

SAM 21  
membership,  

the dues is 

$10.00  
for 2023   

2023 Meeting Dates 

1st Thursday 7:00 
p.m.  

Dr Peterson’s House. 

1115 Seena Avenue, Los 
Altos. 

 

January 5 

February 2 

March  2 

April 6 

May 4 

June 1 

July 6 

August 3 

September 7 

October 5 

November 2 

December 7 
 

*Brian did not take photo of  the meeting.  

Wellness Note: 

I received a call from Brian Sargent couple days ago; Jan and 

Brian are ok, they have food and plenty of water! Limited access 

to the area make it hard for him to get out of his area. Coupled 

with down trees and downed cell towers, made contacting him 

almost impossible. He managed to get out but it is easy, many 

access roads were damaged by the storm. 



 

    3 The CLIPPER- Official Newsletter of SAM 21        January 2023  

Oakland Cloud Dusters President  Fred 

Terzian has  extents invitation to all SAM21 

members to  the OCD monthly meeting.  

Location: Harry’s Hofbrau in Redwood City 

       1909 El Camino Real, Redwood City, Ca 

Time: First MONDAY at 11:00 am 

The meeting is held in a private room on the 

left hand side once you get into the 

restaurant, with a double door.  

SAM21 & SAM History 
After the last Clipper was sent out, I received 

an interesting email from John Eaton. John 

is executor of Eut’s estate. 

Brian: 

Among the treasures at Eut's house is a SAM 

49 trophy with lots of names on it.  I asked 

around earlier and no one seemed to know 

where 49 was, but you cleared that up in the last 

SAM 21 newsletter.  It's a very nice trophy and I 

would like to find a good home for it other that 

the top of a desk in my house.  It seems like 

SAM 49 was actually a rather significant early 

chapter, at least in California. 

John 

There are a lot of mover and shaker names 

on the trophy; Eut Tileston, Don Bekins, Ed 

Hamler, Dale Tower, Bob Angel, Jack 

Albrecht, Don Barrack. A few  of the names 

were on the list more than once! The last 

entry was Don Bekins, Spring 1995. Not sure 

how Eut ended with it. 
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Henry “Hank” Cole 
From  OCD web Site 

Sad news from the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Legendary Free Flight Sportsman 
Henry "Hank" Cole passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, January 12th at the age of 
101 and 5 months. 

Just before his 100th birthday in August of 
2021, he contracted a rare form of Shingles 
that hospitalized him for over six months. 
He was released to his constant daughter's 
care at his home in Los Altos, California 
and was mending as time progressed. 
Ultimately diagnosed with cancer as well, 
he finally succumbed. 

Most sportsmen knew that he was a Hall of 
Fame member with the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics, the National Free Flight 
Society and Society of Antique Modelers. 
Some are not aware that he also 
contributed to the success of landing 
Astronauts on the moon in 1969. May You 
Rest in Peace my longtime friend. 

Fred Terzian 

 

Hank Cole, 1948 AMA Nationals, Olathe, Kansas. 

Hank Cole at SAM21 meeting, August, 2019. He did not look a 98 years old! 
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SAM26 John Pond Commemorative O.T. Contest 
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PRE-CONTEST STUFF: The  Covid crisis pushed 

us to discover new ways to get some of the 

paperwork organized, so there’s less of a scramble on 

the first day of the contest. In the good old days we 

had more contestants, but we also had more available 

helpers. This year I’d like once again to assemble an 

early email list of possible contestants. That will 

allow us to get some of the pre-registration done, and 

keep everyone informed as to any changes to the 

event. 

 If you’ve attended any SAM 26 contest in the last 

couple of years, you’re on the email list already. 

Otherwise please email me, (the CD) at 

SAMrcflier@verizon.net  If you have a cell phone or 

a new number I’d appreciate you sending that along. 

We keep the cell phone list at the contest in case 

anyone gets lost in the weeds or some other minor 

emergency arises. They can be handy if a ship 

somehow goes down off field. 

SAM26 / Pond con’t 

No Flying Due to Rain! 

There is not much to report in flying any 

models. The weather took care of that! Even 

when it was  dry ( a few days here and there) 

the wind was 10 + mph. On the other hand, 

we have a lot of water on the West Coast and 

snow! And more time in the workshops 

making balsa dust and inhaling dope!  Oops, 

I meant to say building models! 

 

At least one member did that, Ates Gurcan. 

In last month’s Clipper, the plane was 

framed  and now it is covered! The plane is a 

1937, "L'Avion pour Moteur a Essence" by 

George Sablier.  26” span power is from a 

1/3 scale replica of Mills 75 diesel (0.25 c.c.) 

mailto:mailtos:samrcflier@verizon.net
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SAM EuroChamp 

2023 EuroChamp June 25-30  

Location: Nitra, Slovakia 

Host Club: SAM119     http://www.sam119.SK 

More information will be on the web site 

soon. 

Sp400 Motor Source 

Dried Up 
Jay Burkart, SAM Electric Rules Chairman 

SAM Website, Breaking news 

Our source of Speed 400 motors has now 

dried up, and they are not available anymore. 

- I am working on another source and will 

keep you informed. - (posted 20jan2023)  

Sp400 Re-timing Tool 

Rotate the backplate until desired current 

level is achieved. Some online forum 

suggested  advance the backplate about 20 

degrees. 

Sp400 motor Tuning 

Online article can be found here: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/

showthread.php?60277-Timing-Speed-400-

motors-the-scientific-way  

I think break-in the brushed is a must to 

increase conducting area and reduce brush 

resistance. I like the break-in in water 

method. The water put extra load on the 

rotor, cools the rotor and wash off the brush 

dust.  The down side is you have to dry the 

motor afterwards. 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?60277-Timing-Speed-400-motors-the-scientific-way
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?60277-Timing-Speed-400-motors-the-scientific-way
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?60277-Timing-Speed-400-motors-the-scientific-way
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0. Break in the motor; to seat the brushes so the brushes have full contact with the commutator. 
Fully-seated brushes will be able to carry more current with less resistance (i.e. less heat). To 
seat the brushes, connect the motor to 2x1.5VDC D-cell in series (3V total). Run the motor fully 
submerge under water; the water provide cooling and lubrication to the brushes and wash off 
the brush dust. Run the motor until the water turns gray-ish. Check the brushes to see if they 
are fully seated, if not run some more. A brand new brush has less than 10% contact area than 
a well-seated brush. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Retime the motor timing. Advance the timing will increase the RPM. Most stock motors are 
timed for neutral timing so it has the same power running forward and reverse. To advance the 
timing will result in higher RPM and higher current. A stock motor will draw about 7-8 Amp, you 
can advance the timing to have the motor running at 15 Amp Remember there is no free lunch, 
the draw back is brush wear. A motor might rendered useless after 15-20 flights as the brushes 
will be wore out! The Graupner Sp400 motors have metal back plate, they can handle more 
heat. Some motors have nylon back plate and will not able handle the heat resulted in the 
higher current draw! 

1a.To time the motor, after the brushes are broken-in, connect the power wires to the motor. Set 
the voltage (if using a power supply) to 6-7V, or use a 2S Lipo battery.  Make sure the motor 
has the correct direction of rotation. Slowly rotate the back plate clockwise (view from the back). 
You will hear the RPM increases, keep advance the timing until RPM starts slowing down. This 
is the upper limit of advanced timing. You can advance any amount you want, the trade offs are 
brush wear and heat. After you are happy with the timing, put a small amount of solder between 
the case and the back plate to lock in the timing. 

2.  Get more torque out of the motor (aka Free Lunch, almost!) Most of the "tin can 380" motors 
do not have enough iron on the case. A flux ring can "contain" the magnetic flux within the 
motor. The flux ring will increase torque and resulted in lower RPM. So you can swing a bigger 
diameter propeller slower (almost like having a gearbox.) Some higher drag aircrafts have a 
lower terminal speed, a propeller spinning at a lower RPM can be beneficial as the plane will not 
suffer propeller cavitation as the plane climbs. 

Squeezing more power out of the stock Sp400 motor 

Motor without flux ring Motor  with flux ring 

Brand new brushes. Brand new brushes. Well seated brushes. 
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From the Eglin Aero Modellers, Fort Walton Beach, Florida 

Does Radio Control Flying Qualify as Exercise? 
Is the flying of Radio Control aircraft considered adequate exercise? Arguments for and 
against are described below. 

 

 1.  Almost every flier gets up at 6 a.m. to fly in the mild breezes of dawn. Problem: A person 
has to get up more than once before they are considered to be doing sit-ups. 

 2. RC fliers tend to have larger thumbs. Problem: There is no known association between 
cardiovascular fitness and large thumbs.  

 3. RC fliers often bend down or squat near their airplanes. Problem: It has been noticed that 
once they are down, they have a hard time getting up. 

 4. Some of the terminology sounds like exercise. For example, sport aerobatics, fuel, or 
gear. Problem: Terminology in and of itself is insufficient evidence of an adequate aerobic 
exercise program. 

 5. RC fliers often are seen walking in the woods. Problem: Generally, they only walk in the 
woods once a quarter, and that is not for exercise but to recover a downed aircraft. 

 6. Weight lifting involves a buddy to spot the lifter. Problem: Even though club members use 
a “buddy box” and often “spot” real airplanes, the concepts involved are quite different 
than those used in body building. 

 7. In an exercise program, an individual is known to sweat after about 20 minutes. RC fliers 
also are known to sweat after about 20 minutes. This is the only assertion where 
similarities exist between exercise programs and RC flying. 

 8. People who exercise usually have better eyesight. Fliers often have to see at great 
distances but generally cannot tell whether the object they are looking at is right side up. 

 9. Persons involved in exercise programs often are fixated on building the perfect shape. 
Similarly, RC builders are fixated on achieving the perfect shape, but in this case, we are 
talking about the aircraft, not the person. The individual may actually be way out of shape. 

 10. Those involved in exercise programs are concerned about weight gain. RC builders are 
equally concerned about weight gain, but again the focus is on the aircraft. 

 11. People who are successful in exercise programs generally work out at the same time of 
day, five times a week. RC fliers can be found at the field on the same days and times. 

 12. Conversations among those who exercise regularly often are laced with letter and number 
combinations, (B-6, B-12, the B complex). Similarly, RC flier conversations contain letter 
and number combinations (B-52, P-26).  
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2023 SAM 21 Officers 
PRESIDENT: Alan Peterson: 1115 Seena Avenue  Los Altos, CA 94024  Tele: 650-941-6557  E-mail: alansoars@aol.com   

VICE PREZ:   Bill Vanderbeek:                                                                   Tele: 408-472-0274  E-mail: billvenderbeel@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY: vacant 

TREASURER: Cliff Shekell: 2473 Briarwood Dr. San Jose, Ca. 95125  Tele: 408-269-5065 E-mail: tedbear1@pacbell.net  

MEMBERSHIP:  Steve Roselle:  16114 Janet Way, Grass Valley, Ca 95949  Tele: 650-465-1996  E-mail: sroselle@earthlink.net 

CHIEF EDITOR:  Brian Chan:  113 Starlite Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402 Tele: 650-867-8813 E-mail: SAM21editor@gmail.com 

COMPETITION: Brian Sargent:15575 Upper Ellen Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033  Tele: 408-656-3662  E-mail: bhsargent@gmail.com 

A Friendly Reminder….The Renewal Process 
It is almost January, SAM21, AMA* and SAM membership are due at the end of the year. It is 

coming up faster than you think. So before you are swamped with all the holiday event 

distractions, send in your membership dues to all three organizations. (*newer AMA 

members might have a different renewal dates.) 

Use the renewal form and send renewal fee to Cliff Shekell, 2743 Briarwood 

Drive, San Jose, California 95125.  The SAM21 2023 membership is $10.00.  

Go to http://www.mysamstore.com/     click on "Join/Renew Membership" on 
the upper left . It will redirect you to a renewal form. Fill in the form and click on 
the "submit form" button. The next page will be to select the online/print option. 
After that it will direct you to Paypal page to pay the dues. 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/enroll     

click on the left box "Renew A Membership" blue box and follow the instruction. 

You might to registered first. 


