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This newsletter is published bi-monthly to feature model 
aircraft building and flying and to report on aeromodelling 
events  in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Contributing material and requests for inclusion on the distri-
bution list may be forwarded to — 

John Lamont 
Unit 5, 1326 Main Road, Eltham, 3095 
Ph: 03 9431 0044 
Mob: 0415 384 823 
E-mail: jlamont2@bigpond.com 
 
Visit our website at -  
      https://sites.google.com/view/australian-model-news/

With our unpredictable weather and the lack of events over 
the Xmas period this issue is again small. Hopefully this will 
change with the slowly improving weather and our favourite 
events will be held once more.  
 
I'm off to Narooma in a week or so you might see some fishy 
photos on my return. 
 
John Lamont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  On the Cover. 
Peter Graeber’s scratch built, electric powered, 
Sikorsky S-43 flying at a Twin Cities Float Fly. 

    From the Editor 

https://sites.google.com/view/australian-model-news/home
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Little remembered today, Clara Adams was well known during the 
1920’s,30’s and 40’s as a pioneer of commercial aviation — and 
always as a paying passenger. Known as a “First Flighter”, she was 
aboard the maiden flights of famous airships including the 
Hindenburg, flying boats including the Pan Am Clippers, and early 
airliners, she became acquainted with many of the famous aviators of 
the day, including Amelia Earhart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Adams was married to George L. Adams, president of the 
American Leather Tanning company, who owned a series of 
tanneries in Pennsylvania. George Adams, who was 40years older 
than his young wife, died in 1929 leaving Clara a wealthy widow with 
the time and funds to indulge her passion for air travel. 
 
Adams began her long association with zeppelins in 1924 with a letter 
of introduction to Hugo Eckener from Field Marshall Paul von 
Hindenburg, to whom she was related. (Clara Adams was born Clara 
Grabau, on December3, 1884, to a German family living in Cincinnati, 
Ohio: her grandmother was Augusta von Hindenburg, a cousin of the 
German general and future president.) 
 
Her letter of introduction to Eckener from von Hindenburg “opened 
the magic doors of the Zeppelin realm,” as she described it, and 
Eckener invited her to fly on one of the test flights of the LZ-126/ZR-
III, which had been built for the Americans as war reparations and 
would become the United States Navy airship USS Los Angeles. 
 
In 1928, Adams purchased the first transatlantic air ticket ever sold to 
a female passenger, and was on the first flight of the airship Graf 
Zeppelin from North America to Europe in October , 1928. 
 
When the zeppelin Hindenburg made its maiden flight from Germany 
to the United States in May, 1936, Adams was again one of the 
passengers. 

Clara Adams   
The  Original Frequent Flyer. 
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The loss of the Hindenburg in May, 1937, apparently did not shake 
Adams’ enthusiasm for zeppelin travel and she wrote a cheque for 
$100 as a deposit for the first ticket for the new dirigible, LZ-130 to 
show that she still had confidence in dirigible travel. 
 
 
Adams was also a pioneering passenger in the other leading avia-
tion technology of the day, the flying boat. In 1931, she was the 
only paying woman passenger on the flight of Germany’s massive, 
twelve-engined Dornier DO-X flying boat from Rio De Janeiro to 
New York. 

 

Clara Adams was also aboard many Pan Am Clippers for their 
inaugural flights, including the first passenger flight across the Pa-
cific on Pan American’s “Hawaii Clipper.” The Martin M-130 left 
San Francisco on October 21, 1936 and flew to Manila in the Phil-
ippines, with stops at Hawaii, Midway, Wake and Guam. The fol-
lowing year Mrs. Adams was on the first flight of Pan Am’s 
“Bermuda Clipper” from New York to Bermuda in 1937. 
 

Clara Adams made one of her most famous trips in 1939, when 
she set a world record for an around-the-world flight solely on 
scheduled passenger airlines. She left New York on June 28, 1939 
aboard Pan American’s “Dixie Clipper” (a Boeing 314 flying boat). 
Travelling on Pan American, Deutsche Lufthansa, KLM, and United 
Airlines, she circled the globe in 16 days and 19 hours, with stops 
in Horta, Lisbon, Marseille, Leipzig, Athens, Basra, Jodhpur, Ran-
goon, Hong Kong, Manila, Guam, Wake Island, Midway Island, 
Honolulu, and San Francisco, returning to New York on July 15, 
1939. 
 
Clara Adams made another first flight on September, 1940, when 
she flew on Pan Am’s Boeing 314 “American Clipper” as it made 
the first passenger flight from the United Sates to New Zealand. 
 
Her flights brought her great publicity, but Clara Adams was also 
viewed as something of an eccentric and in an August 3, 1931 
article Time Magazine compared her to the “fire buffs” who chase 
fire engines. 
 
Adams may have been “a character” — she was famous, or infa-
mous, among Pan Am flight crews for pestering pilots for dozens of 
autographs — and while she obviously did not contribute anything 
to the technological development of aviation, she did play an im-
portant role in the promotion of commercial aviation in its early 
days. Through her relentless self promotion (she went on lecture 
tours describing her aerial adventures, made sure that she re-
ceived as much newspaper coverage as she could generate, and 
autographed mountains of postcards, menus, and other memora-
bilia), Clara Adams brought passenger flight to the attention of the 
masses, and helped change the public perception of aviation from 
a dangerous enterprise for daredevils in leather helmets to some-
thing that could be enjoyed by a little old widow from Pennsylvania. 
 
Her round-the-world flight in 1939 was a very public demonstration 
of just how far aviation had come in so short a time; Charles Lind-
bergh had crossed the Atlantic in May, 1927, and just twelve  years 
later it was possible for a woman to buy a ticket to fly around the 
world on scheduled airlines.   

Australian  Model  News 
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  AUSTRALIA  DAY   
                      at  
                P&DARCS 
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P&DARCS held a social event on Australia Day which was well 
attended by members and guests. Ian and I accepted Anthony 
Mott's invitation to accompany him as guests and I managed to get 
some photographs of the activities. I don't have any names to attach 
to the photos but those that  were there might recognise themselves 
in the lunch time pics. 
 
It seems that turbine powered models are becoming a popular 
choice for flying with eight jets out of a the total of twenty-seven 
aircraft  on display.  Many of the others were large IMAC models 
which made a lot of noise when they flew close to the ground before 
demonstrating their better than 1:1 power/weight ratio while climbing 
vertically in a prop hanging demonstration.    
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A few of the jet flyers have found something  fancy to replace the old plastic fuel 

carrier or 20litre drum. 

This was an interesting trailer comprising the forward section of a Partenavia P68, complete with instrument panel, control system and a couple of comfortable seats.  
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        FAMOUS  AVIATORS of FLOYD BENNETT  FIELD 
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NIEUPORT 28 

WAYNE HARRISON'S 

The Nieuport 28 C.1, a French biplane fighter aircraft flown during World War I, was built 
by Nieuport and designed by Gustave Delage. Owing its lineage to the successful line of 
sesquiplane fighters that included the Nieuport 17, the Nieuport 28 continued a similar 
design philosophy of a lightweight and highly maneuverable aircraft. 
 
By the time the Nieuport 28 was available, the SPAD XIII had been chosen to equip 
the escadrilles de chasse of the Aéronautique Militaire for 1918, and this fighter was also 
the first choice for the projected American "pursuit" squadrons. In the event, a shortage of 
SPADs led to Nieuport 28's being issued to four American squadrons between March and 
August 1918, becoming the first aircraft to see operational service with an American fighter 
squadron. 
 
Nieuport 28's saw considerable post-war service: in particular fifty from a later production 
run were shipped to America, and as well as army and naval service these found civilian 
use, especially in Hollywood films. 

Australian  Model  News 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biplane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fighter_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nieuport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scout_(aircraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nieuport_17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SPAD_XIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Arm%C3%A9e_de_l%27Air_(1909%E2%80%931942)#World_War_I_(1914%E2%80%931918)
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General characteristics 

Crew: 1 
 
Length: 6.5 m (21 ft 4 in) 
 
Wingspan: 8.16 m (26 ft 9 in) 
 
Height: 2.5 m (8 ft 2 in) 
 
Wing area: 15.8 m2 (170 sq ft) 
 
Empty weight: 475 kg (1,047 lb) 
 
Gross weight: 560 kg (1,235 lb) 
 
Powerplant: 1 × Gnome Monosoupape 9N 9-cylinder air-cooled 
rotary piston engine, 119 kW (160 hp) 
 
Propellers: 2-bladed fixed-pitch propeller 
 

Performance 
Maximum speed: 198 km/h (123 mph, 107 kn) at 2,000 m (6,562 ft) 
 
Range: 349 km (217 mi, 188 nmi) 
 
Service ceiling: 5,300 m (17,400 ft) 
 

Armament 
Guns: 2 × .303 in Vickers machine guns 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne's Nieuport 28 is built from a plan obtained from the USA and took eight weeks to complete. With a wingspan of 2m it 
is powered by a OS GF40 four stroke engine. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnome_Monosoupape_9N
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.303_British
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vickers_machine_gun
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New Zealand 

                        
Modelling 

   

 

     
 

The New Zealand free flighters are a busy group and this selection 
of models are lifted from the current issue of their "Slipsteam" 
newsletter. 

Mike Mulholland winding his APS Jaguar in Open Rubber at the 2023 New 

Zealand Nationals. assisted by Yolande Mulholland.  

Hand launched gliders brought by Ricky Bould. They are, clockwise from left, 

Jikah AL300 (15”), Jikah AL30B (10”), Stinger2, and a Buskell design . 

Don Spray brought a number of rubber powered free flight scale models 

including his Grumman Tigercat (left) and Aeronca LC.  

           Martin Evan’s reduced Trenton Terror showing DC Dart installed.  Jeremy Davies getting great flights with his "V" tailed ROC Hobby RC electric 

glider.  

Foam sheet gliders from Tony Woodroofe, who has been experimenting with 

various plan forms.  
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   Alan Bright has his new Horizon Conscendo powered glider flying well.  

Stan Mauger about to launch his Vickers Vildebeest flown in Free Flight Power 

Scale . 

Stan Mauger had his new Peanut Scale Clipped Wing CUB flying nicely within 

the confines of the hall.  

Ricky Bould's nicely built Peanut Scale Comper Swift showed a need for more 

elevation, after some trimming flights . 

Steve Fifield had a Harvard for testing but it needed some more trimming flights.  

Stan Mauger about to launch his Vickers Vildebeest flown in Free Flight Power 

Scale . 
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                                Brian Howell’s E-flite Whipit foam glider . 

Stan Mauger has recently restored this APS Debutante built by David Hope-

Cross in 1989.  

  Eddie Mann’s mystery model drew some discussion. regarding its origin.  

Paul Evans had made great progress with his Sharov seaplane. It just awaits 

Ken Smith’s success with capacitor power may herald a return to further 
interest in the Push E class. 

Brian Howell brought this carnard, thought to have been built by Keith Trillo. It 

is a great indoor flyer. 
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 Indoor Flying  

at  

Mullum Mullum Stadium 

With the basketballers back at school  the Mullum Mullum stadium is 
once again available to the indoor flyers. 
 
Numbers were a little down on this occasion but some interesting 
models were on show together with Bill Coombs' "Flying Aces"  free  
flight rubber powered model and the tethered speed boat, based on 
the American record setting  "Slo-mo-shun" that he built as a 17year 
old. 

                                                       Greg Egan's all foam  Northrop B2 "Spirit" stealth bomber is a simple air frame that flies very well. 

                                                                                                       A couple of foam models by Andrew Halstead. 
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Bill's model is powered by a FROG 500 glowplug motor manufactured in the UK. The FROG 500, of 5cc capacity and similar to the American K&B 29 engine, became 

very popular with control line flyers when WW II restrictions on imports were lifted.   

                                                                                                             Bill Coombs' version of "Slo-mo-shun" 

                Bill's rubber powered model from "Flying Aces" magazine. 



 18 Australian  Model  News 



 19 Australian  Model  News 



 20 Australian  Model  News 


