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This newsletter is published bi-monthly to feature model 
aircraft building and flying and to report on aeromodelling 
events  in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Contributing material and requests for inclusion on the distri-
bution list may be forwarded to — 

John Lamont 
Unit 5, 1326 Main Road, Eltham, 3095 
Ph: 03 9431 0044 
Mob: 0415 384 823 
E-mail: jlamont2@bigpond.com 
 
Visit our website at -  
      https://sites.google.com/view/australian-model-news/

It's been a cold start to winter in the Southern States but the 
northern weather was better for model flying, despite the 
floods through Queensland and northern NSW. 

 
I'm fortunate to be able to coerce Bill Wheeler into sending 
photos and reports of Queensland events and this, together 
with some NZ news from Stan Mauger, has kept this issue of 
AMN supplied with relevant news. I would still like to receive 
something from South Australia, NSW and the other states 
but there seems to be a reluctance to contribute from these 
areas. My days of travelling interstate and to remote country 
venues are now in the past so I am reliant on others to pass 
on news of the more distant events and aeromodelling activi-
ties. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Lamont 
 
 
 
 

  On the Cover. 
Hugh Blackburn's sleek glider flying  

at Diggers Rest. 
 

    From the Editor 

https://sites.google.com/view/australian-model-news/home
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Twin Cities Model Aero Club opened its 
field for Fire & Rescue NSW Albury to 
undertake training for their new multi-
rotor equipment. There were six 
participants and the training was 
conducted by Fire & Rescue NSW 
trainers to their competency standards. 
 
The Hi Tech drones are fitted with a 
speaker and have infra-red capability 
for dark or cloudy conditions. They can 
be used at fire incidents and can take 
3D imaging of a heat source at a fire. 

The drones can also be used to search 
for missing persons. 
 
Albury, Deniliquin and Wagga Wagga 
are the three stations in the Southern 
Riverina to have drone capability. 
 
On-going arrangements have been 
made for the Albury participants to 
attend TCMAC to practice and maintain 
their skill level as a follow-up to the 
training. 
   Alwyn Brunton 

COOPERATION BETWEEN  

TWIN CITIES MAC  

and  

NSW FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
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Saturday was a foggy start and the members all agreed to put off the 
start until the fog  lifted, but all was not lost as the ladies of the club 
arrived with pumpkin soup and bread rolls for a late breakfast and 
they were very welcome. Thank you ladies, I don't know whether we 
would have started flying at 9:00am  but the fog helped us to make up 
our mind to have a 10:00am start. Nothing to do with the soup  and 
rolls of course! 
 
With full tummies we started the ½ A Electric Texaco at 10:00am in 
dead calm conditions. With six entries and with four getting into the fly
-off the eventual placings were Steve Gullock first, Pat Keely second, 
and Greg Jenkinson third. 
 
It was time for lunch with hamburgers, sausages, dim sims, cakes and 
coffee. I think a lot of you fellows just come up here for the great food. 
 
Next event was Burford with five entries but only four flew as I split the 
crankcase on my Burford motor and it wouldn't start. Two  got into the 
flyoff with Steve Gullock again placing first with Pat Keely second and 
Lyn Clifford third. 
     
Duration had seven entries and surprisingly there  were six four 
strokes, only one vintage Dooling 29  two stroke, and no sparkies. 

Everyone flew with five getting into the flyoff, this time I was the lucky 
one to place first ahead of Lyn Clifford second and Pat Keely third. 
So finished a perfect flying day. 
 
Sunday dawned foggy with very low cloud and the members agreed to 
fly Electric 1300 Texaco first as the height was more controllable with 
electric power. Again a 10:00am start but this time because of fog not 
soup. With the three flyers in this event all getting into the fly-off I was 
lucky again in placing first followed by Lyn Clifford  in second place 
and Steve Gullock third 
 
It was decided by the members that due to the fog and low cloud we 
would call off the remaining Texaco and '38 Antique events and hold 
them at our next competition day in September. 
 
All in all it was a terrific weekend considering the fog problem and we 
would like to thank the Cohuna club for making us welcome and most 
of all thank the club members and their wives for the fine food and 
catering. As I said before, forget the flying, we only come up for the 
fantastic food and thank you all for your friendship. 
                                                                                                                                  

          Report by           Kevin Fryer  
        Photographs by Tegan Clifford       

VICTORIAN OLD TIMER 

CHAMPIONSHIPS  
at 

COHUNA   

                      Lyn Clifford's Cumulus flying in the Duration event.                                                  Hunting for a thermal. 
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Duration placegetters, from left - Pat Keely, (Bomber OS 56) 3rd,  Kevin Fryer,

(Playboy, OS 52 4/s,) 1st, Lyn Clifford, (Cumulus YS 63) 2nd. 

Burford placegetters, from left - Pat Keely (Creep) 2nd, Steve Gullock (Swiss 

Miss) 1st, Lyn Clifford (Playboy) 3rd. 

1300 Texaco placegetters, from left - Lyn Clifford (Racer) 2nd, Kevin Fryer 

( Cumulus) 1st, Steve Gullock (Lil Diamond) 3rd. 

1/2A Texaco placegetters, from left - Pat Keely (Stardust) 2nd, Steve Gullock 

(Stardust) 1st, Greg Jenkinson (Stardust) 3rd. 

                     Kevin Fryer on the sticks. Warm hands warm heart?                    Pat Keely with his Bomber, Lyn Clifford with his Cumulus. 

                                                                    1/2A Texaco Electric Fly-off launch, from left - Steve Gullock, Pat Keely, Greg Jenkinson. 
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 COMPETITOR MODEL RD. 1 RD. 2 RD. 3 FLY- OFF TOTAL RD. 4 

1. S. GULLOCK STARDUST 600 600 600 1595 3395  

2. P. KEELY STARDUST 600 600 600 1572 3372  

3. G. JENKINSON STARDUST 600 600 600 866 2666  

1/2A TEXACO  (ELECTRIC) 

 COMPETITOR MODEL ENGINE CC/SEC RD. 1 RD. 2 RD. 3 RD. 4 FLY- OFF TOTAL 

1. S. GULLOCK SWISS MISS BB 38 300 300 300  467 1367 

2. P. KEELY CREEP BB 38 300 300 300  L/O 900 

3. L. CLIFFORD PLAYBOY BB 38 300 271 247   818 

BURFORD 

 

COMPETITOR MODEL ENGINE CC/SEC RD. 1 RD. 2 RD. 3 FLY- OFF TOTAL RD. 4 

1. K. FRYER PLAYBOY OS 52 F/S 32 420 420 420 637 1897  

2. L. CLIFFORD CUMULUS YS 63 28 420 420 420 565 1825  

3. P. KEELY BOMBER OS 56 F/S 32 420 420 420 542 1802  

DURATION 

 COMPETITOR MODEL RD. 1 RD. 2 RD. 3 FLY- OFF TOTAL RD. 4 

1. K. FRYER CUMULUS 600 600 600 1648 3395  

2. L. CLIFFORD RACER 600 600 600 1575 3375  

3. S. GULLOCK LIL DIAMOND 600 600 600 L/O 1800  

1/2A 1300 TEXACO 

     RESULTS 

                  Where there's smoke and fire there must be lift. 
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Despite threatening rain for the weekend about twenty four modellers 
along with their Warbirds made it to the Southern Cross Air Force 
Warbirds weekend. The Southern Cross Air Force is approximately a 
one hundred strong group whose focus is on Warbirds from any era 
and and nationality varying from scratch built to kit-built models to 
ARF's (Almost Ready to Fly) to foam electric models. With no fixed 
field of their own, they come from a lot of clubs around Queensland 
and hold monthly gatherings around the state. 
 
Hosted by the Tin Can Bay Model Flying Club this annual event 
continues to draw flyers and the public alike. A large variety of models 
of varying scales were on display both on the ground and in the air, 
flying between showers all weekend. Members of the public entering 
via a gold coin donation were able to view proceedings from the 
comfort of their car when a shower was passing by.  
 
Tin Can Bay members were kept busy in the kitchen feeding the 
modellers and visitors alike from 10:30am until around 2:30pm.  

The TCB model flying club has an area set aside for camping for 
visiting pilots as most models don’t fit into the back of cars these days.  
Campers had a special treat this year in the form of cold showers 
while the heater unit was on dinner break. Fortunately, club member 
and Minister for Everything, Jeff Parry arranged for the heater repair 
and a revolution was averted.  
 
The Tin Can Bay Model Flying Club hold events on most months of 
the year and in June we have a Queensland Pattern Association two-
day event on the 4th and 5th. This features purpose designed and built 
models, all electric powered, performing specific schedules and 
judged for each manoeuvre performed. The following weekend, 11 th 
and 12th, the club will be hosting another Scale model event. This time 
the Bundaberg Model Flying Club will hold their scale event at TCB.  
 
As always, members of the public are welcome to drop by. 
 
       Bill Wheeler 

SOUTHERN CROSS AIR FORCE  
at  

TIN CAN BAY MFC 

                                                  A brace of Spitfires.                                  An electric powered Bristol Beaufighter. 
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                                               An ARF  Fairchild PT-19. 

                                              A CAC Wackett Trainer.                                          Mick Ryan's P-47 Thunderbolt. 

                                               Neil Low's WWI Squadron.                                 North American Harvard and Nieuport 28. 

                                                 A 1/3 scale Nieuport 28.                                         A North American P-51 Mustang. 
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                                      A Mitsubishi Zero in need of repair.                                            Taking a break from the gate. 

                                                  Cooking up a storm.                              Bill Star spent the weekend cooking chips. 
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Queensland Precision Aerobatics  

at  

Tin Can Bay MFC 

In the World of Aeromodelling many disciplines have developed and 
thrived in over a century of model flight. Precision Aerobatics for radio 
control is one such example. Purpose designed to a maximum weight 
of 5kgs, including batteries, these aircraft come in various shapes and 
sizes. With a maximum wingspan, and length, of 2 metres their 
evolution is remarkable. Because of the discipline’s requirements they 
are super stable to fly and the power their engine supplies has the 
ability to pull the vertical indefinitely. 
  
This round of competition was hosted by the Tin Can Bay Model 
Flying Club who once again gave up their field for competition. On 
June 4th and 5th the pre-ordered weather turned up; mostly clear blue 
skies and very light winds. The entry list of sixteen pilots was spread 
over four classes from the entry class of Sportsman to the top F3A 
class. The canteen was ably manned by members of the club. 
  
Each class flew three rounds of competition on both days, their flights 
scored by judges from other classes. At the end scores are tallied and 
winners in each class announced. As well as this if a pilot achieves a 
high enough score in his class, he is awarded a promotion point and 
on achieving three points he is promoted to the class above.  

We also have a junior pilot aiming to gain enough skill and precision to 
be considered for next year’s Australian World Championship team as 
a Junior. 11-year-old Macklin Dodd from the Gold Coast was doing 
okay until his model’s canopy came adrift in a flight and landed some 
200m north of the field in dense undergrowth. Due to it’s new location, 
somewhere downrange of the gun club, a new canopy has been 
ordered. 
 
On Saturday evening, by way of a change from the Country Club, the 
group booked into Sails Bistro for a meal.The meals were well 
received, and the quieter surrounds of the water’s edge made a 
pleasant change from the busy Country Club. Competition concluded 
around 2:30pm on Sunday when scores were tallied and winners 
presented with a certificate.  
 
The next round moves to Burpengary in July. As for the Tin Can Bay 
Model Flying Club, we host another very popular discipline on July 9th 
and 10th, the IMAC Tin Can Bay Cup. Come along and watch the 
action… 
                                                                                          Bill Wheeler 

                                                     Design evolution.                                                      New meets old. 
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Macklin Dodd with his model (less canopy) 

                                                               Saturday evening dinner at Sails Bistro. 
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1st.    Mark Hu 
2nd.   Simon Atkinson 
3rd.    Daniel Wheeler 

1st.     Tyson Dodd 
2nd.    Bill Wheeler Sportsman 

Advanced 

Expert 

F3A 

1st.     Shane Suffolk 
2nd.    Bryon Webb 
3rd.     Michael Paul 

1st.     Peter Brown 
2nd.   Jason Wadman 
3rd.    Macklin Dodd (Jnr) 
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The International Miniature Aerobatic Club, or IMAC, is an aerobatic 
competition for scale models of full sized aerobatic aircraft and is  
overseen in Australia by the Australian Scale Aerobatic Association. 
There are five classes that pilots progress through as their skills 
increase over the years (hopefully). Twenty four modellers competed 
with the following number of entrants we had for in this event. 
 
Basic - the introductory class had three entrants. Here any model can 
be flown rather than invest in something bigger only to find it’s not 
your thing. 
Sportsman - eight entrants 
Intermediate - nine entrants 
Advanced - two entrants 
Unlimited - two entrants 
  
Each class flies ten manoeuvres, known as a sequence, the 
complexity of which increases up through the classes. A competitive 
flight consists of two sequences back-to-back. Petrol engines are the 
power source, and the model has a big enough fuel tank to allow the 
two sequences to be flown.  
  
This is probably the biggest event that the Tin Can Bay Model Flying 
Club hosts in the year. Our groundsman Neil Low turned the field into 
a bowling green for the event (it’s never far off that anyway) and club 
members turned out to support the event with the canteen supplying 
breakfast and lunch.  

Entrants, twenty-five of them in total, started arriving Tuesday with the 
sound of practise flights ringing out across the eastern end of Tin Can 
Bay. The competition attracted six entrants from Victoria, one from the 
ACT, three from Townsville and one from NSW. This was my first 
IMAC competition and I flew my electric aerobatic model in Basic.  
 
The competition got underway early on Friday morning with each 
competitor flying  five sequences through the day. Saturday was a 
repeat of Friday, except that on Friday evening ‘unknown’ sequences 
were handed out (to all other than Basic) and flown twice on Saturday.  
 
Early Saturday morning was freezing but, dressed like a bunch of lost 
Victorians on a winter’s day, we were underway again by 7:30am. 
Once again, the weather was perfect with very little wind. The flying 
was good, and the day progressed well.  
 
Saturday evening dinner was at the Country Club. Sunday’s flying 
comprised three flights, one unknown and two ‘standard’ sequences 
with all flying completed by 2pm. Scores were tallied, and winners 
presented with trophies. 
                                                                                         Bill Wheeler 

 

TIN CAN BAY CUP 2022 
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                    Paul Schultz was the winner in Basic Class.   13 year old Andy Middlecoat placed first in the Sportsman Class. 

                   Bill Wheeler placed second in the Basic Class.             Peter Brown placed second in the Sportsman Class. 

  Andrew Dixon's Krill Extra powered by a DLE 120cc petrol engine.                      Ben Ristic placed third in the Sportsman Class. 

Simon Ventevogel's Extra 330 powered by a DLA 116cc petrol engine.        Nice trophies were awarded to the placegetters in each Class. 
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                 Ash Carter placed first in the Intermediate Class.                    Riley Sills placed first in the Advanced Class. 

           Michael Hobson placed second in the Intermediate Class.               Darren Meclem placed second in the Advanced Class. 

 

               Stephen Greig was the winner in the Unlimited Class. 

 

       Stephen Grieg's Laser powered by a DA200cc petrol engine 

             Darren Boys placed third in the Intermediate Class. 

Andy Middlecoat cleaning his Slick 580. This model is powered by a 

DA 120cc petrol engine. 
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Paul Evans' electric RC Rearwin Speedster was started over lockdown and is 

now awaiting some test flights. The full size plan is from an RC magazine.  

   

 

     
 

New Zealand 

 

Modelling 

Tony Woodroofe’s foam concept model for a full size microlight aircraft. 

Ken Smith’s VMC Kit Scale Cessna was brought for some trimming flights. 

Stan Mauger's Skyleada Curtiss Owl has done better in outdoor park testing      

and indoor flying is presenting some trimming challenges. 
Indoor basketball stadiums with guaranteed perfect flying conditions draw New 

Zealand modellers as they do in Australia. As is also the case in Australia the 

age group of the NZ indoor free flight adherents is given away by the grey hair. 
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 Indoor 

Flying at 

Mullum 

Mullum 

Stadium 

 Ron Van Bemmel, Laurie Clark and Steve Vallve discuss Steve's foam Spitfire. 

 

Since the Mullum Mullum Stadium opened close to my home in 
Eltham I have spent a number of Wednesday mornings with the 
indoor r/c modellers who are also attracted to this new venue. I 
even enjoy the odd flight with one of Lew Rodman's  models just to 
see if I can still dodge the walls. 
 
I still can't always attach names to faces in my photographs but this 
should change as I spend more time with new acquaintances.   

                                        Laurie Clark's interesting autogyro. 

And here's the model with the WWII identification of Wing Commander 

"Johnnie" Johnson. 
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Ron Van Bemmel's  Boeing C-17 Globemaster is powered by two pusher props.           You find Piper Cubs everywhere. Must be good modelling subjects. 

                  A T-28 Trojan demonstrating its inverted flight capability. David Anderson's unusual model was the subject of some discussion on where 

the CG should be placed. 

                                    This flying wing was a stable model.                          This foam model of the Avro Manchester flew well. 

                                       Trojan and Aeronca in formation.                         Ron van Bemmel's foam glider is electric powered. 
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The Festival of Aeromodelling is the brainchild of David and Aaron 
Garle. Based on the USA Joe Nall week and open to aeromodellers of 
all disciplines. Originally this event was scheduled for Casino in NSW 
but due to persistent rain it was postponed and then moved to 
Inglewood Queensland. There were five modellers coming from 
Western Australia who could not cancel bookings from the original 
date and David arranged for them to have an event  at a private 
venue during their time here  .  
  
Inglewood is located an hour east of Goondiwindi on Queensland’s 
southern border with the airport 2km out of town. The local 
businesses were unbelievably hospitable to our being there. The SES 
arranged lunch of sausages and burgers, the local pizza shop dug 
deep and arranged for fifty odd pizzas on Thursday evening when the 
wood fired pizza truck decided at the last minute that it was too far 
from Goondiwindi . On Sunday the local bowls club opened to cook 
dinner for us; brilliant!  
 
We (me, my son and grandson) arrived  at wednesday lunchtime, the 
drive from Tin Can Bay taking around six hours. Others had much 
further to come, from Townsville, Melbourne, and NSW. The 
breakdown of entrants is as follows. 
Western Aus. 5 (Casino dates) 
Queensland 27 including 2 juniors 
N.S.W.  24 including 2 juniors 
Victoria  6 including 1 junior 
Spain  2 
  
Mark Lewis of CASA arrived on Thursday to review proceedings, 
made only one suggestion, and was happy with the event. The main 
runway is over 1 km long with an angled grass strip at the western 
end. At the eastern end pilots flew off the tarmac, at the western end 
the grass strip. This allowed a good 200 metres of separation. By 
Friday afternoon a natural gathering formulated with jets and a few 
sports fliers off the tarmac and all others off the grass.   

The remaining entrants arrived on Friday evening/Saturday morning 
and the flightlines were busy. Sunday saw the introduction of a third 
flightline for the large IMAC freestyle fliers placed at the western end 
of the tarmac runway some 400m west from the grass strip and 400m 
forward of them.     
The camaraderie was great with new friendships being formed and 
Facebook friends meeting for the first time all with a common cause of 
aeromodelling and flying model aircraft of any description. Live feeds 
abounded, Facebook posts were happening everywhere, the net 
result encouraging more aeromodellers to come along next year. 
  
As with any event safety is paramount. Each flightline had a flightline 
director in radio contact with the other lines and a central co-ordinator 
in contact with local air traffic. Flight Co-ordinators changed every 
hour with the roster announced at the daily pilot’s briefing; it all went 
very smoothly. 
  
Martin Pickering and his partner Raquel Bellot came from Spain to 
attend the event. Martin is a 3D Freestyle champion more lately being 
known for his jet flying while Rachel is the 2009 Night fly World 
Champion for Helicopters and continues to compete and win on the 
European circuit. They mingled in with other modellers, Rachel giving 
demonstrations to attending members and Martin flying whatever he 
was offered, sometimes offering advice on set-up to improve flight 
characteristics. Scale models were plentiful and shared the airspace 
with old timers and electric gliders alike.  
 
Sunday saw many head home and Monday dawned cold and foggy. 
Visibility wasn’t too bad, so it was out with the Assassins and then sit 
around the campfire while batteries recharged. All in all, a great event 
which can only go from strength to strength in the coming years. A big 
thank you to David and Aaron for getting off the ground with huge 
input from Tyson and Jordi Dodd. 
       Bill Wheeler 

 

FESTIVAL OF AEROMODELLING 
      AT INGLEWOOD, QUEENSLAND 
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        Polikarpov PO-2, 28%scale and powered by a Moki 180cc radial engine.                                        Aaron Garle's Chengdu J-10 jet. 

                                                                                                                         The Organising Team. 

George Pana with his 1/5 scale Top Flite Corsair powered by a DA 60 petrol 

engine. 

                   Douglas Skyraider powered by a Zenoah G62 petrol engine. 
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                         12 year old Bailey Wheeler's Extra and Scanner.   Bailey Wheeler waiting to fly his Extra as father, Daniel, prepares the model.  

                         Chris Allen with his F5B four cell powered glider.            Mario Schembri was a visitor from Melbourne with his Tundra 4S. 

Richard Wiggan was another visitor who also made the long trip from Melbourne.                Paul McKeown with his 1/3 scale Fokker DVIII and SopwithPup. 
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                       12 year old Mac Dodd assembling his IMAC Yak.             Visitors from Spain, Raquel Bellot and her partner Martin Pickering. 

                            13 year old Alex Pardey with his Spacewalker.                 The storage tent was handy for protection from the drizzle. 

                            Anthony Ogle preparing his C-130 Hercules.                                  Tyson Dodd's F-16 about to touch down. 
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                         Paul McKeown's 1/3 scale Sopwith Pup in flight.                                     Paul McKeown's 1/3 scale Gipsy Moth. 

                                                                                  Mark Hu's Extra NG, electric powered with contra rotating propellors. 

             Anthony Ogle's electric powered Macchi Schneider Cup Racer. 

15 year old Cody Hoal with his Extra 300 powered by a DA 120cc petrol engine.                                                     Aaron Garle's F-16. 
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                     This Old Timer was flying with the eagles on Sunday.               Asher Woodrow's Yak 54 powered by a DLE 120cc petrol engine. 

Craig Bryson's 1/3 scale Sopwith Triplane powered by an Evolution 260cc 

petrol engine. 

       Flyn Wain checking his Extra NG powered by a DA 120cc petrol engine.  

                         Aaron Garle and Martin Pickering with a Havoc jet.                            Anthony Ogle's Nieuport 28 from a Proctor kit.  
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MODEL AIRCRAFT CLUB OF SUNBURY INC. 

 

www.macsunbury.asn.au                                            Registered No: A0000680J 

 

 

Annual Auction  
Saturday October the 8th 2022 

 

We plan to do it all again in October.  
Come along and make it our biggest auction yet! 

Who knows, there might be something worth buying! 

Time for a change – sell the old, buy another pre-loved treasure. 
Everything must go. 

 

The auction is scheduled to start around 12:00 pm, but  
we will be registering goods for sale from 10:00 am. 

 

DOOR PRIZES -- RAFFLE 

$3 entry fee 

 

 Food and refreshments will be available from 10:00 am also. 
 

St. Andrews Uniting Church Hall 
Barkly Street, Sunbury (Melway 382 E4) 

 

Enquiries: John Sutherland 0421 890 021 

http://www.macsunbury.asn.au
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