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From the Editor
As the various state governments slowly relax the rules of
our long lockdowns it looks as though we can resume flying
and, with the prospect of events reappearing on the calendar, I hope that it will be a little easier to keep aeromodelling
news more relevant and up to date.
Once again I thank those people who continued to send
articles and photographs over the past six or eight months
and invite others to contribute to future issues of the newsletter.
I’m particularly keen to get more reports from states other
than Victoria as, unlike our state Premiers who have been
very quick to declare border closures and demonstrate their
perceived independence from our Federation, I want to be a
lot more inclusive with our aeromodelling community.
Another year has passed, and this really was one to forget,
so I’m writing the year off as a total loss in the diminishing
remainder of my lifespan and wish you all a Merry Xmas and
a much, much better New Year.
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Brian Hutchinson’s Hawker Sea Fury landing at
Bairnsdale & District MAC.
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David Balfour’s

de Havilland DH.82a
“TIGER MOTH”
As reported in the last edition of Australian Model News my Value
Planes Tiger Moth is progressing well, unfortunately due to some
family commitments and involvement with assisting other aero modellers I am not as far advanced as I had hoped to be by now.
The wings are now covered, and rib stitched (simulated stitching
only!) and fully rigged. The engine, fuel tank and ignition module is
complete and installed along with all servos. The fuselage is now
ready to cover.
Once the fuselage covering is finished the aircraft will be ready for
painting. I have selected a British civil colour scheme of blue fuselage and silver wings, which will make a change from the usual military colour schemes seen on most model Tiger Moths.
I will submit a report on the test flights in the next month or so.

David Balfour.
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FLOAT FLY
at
ALBURY
The Albury based Twin Cities Model Aero Club have conducted an
annual Float Plane Weekend for over 30 years, unfortunately the
event has not been run for the past 3 years due to the drought and
low water level in Lake Hume.
This year things were looking good, recent rain had brought the
Lake up to an ideal level, then as they say, ‘things went pear
shaped’ The Corona virus hit, limiting travel to the area, then bureaucracy raised its head.

As a result of the above noted restrictions it was decided to run the
weekend as a low key club event, not quite what the event was previously.
The favourable weather brought out the club members with their float
planes for an enjoyable weekend. We hope it can get back to normal
in 2021.

David Balfour

Most inland waterways and water storages in NSW are controlled by
the Government Department, NSW Water. This department has now
implemented a total ban on the operation of ‘Drones and Model
Aircraft’ on their water storages.
Penalties imposed range up to fines of FORTY FOUR THOUSAND
DOLLARS!!!
After much negotiation by the Club Committee a permit was issued
to conduct a float plane event in October, this included a nine page
risk assessment and other documentation, including a ban on serving food. This permit was valid for one weekend only.
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Wayne Harrison’s

BOWERS’
FLY BABY
The prototype Fly Baby first flew in 1962. It is now on
display at the Museum of Flight in Seattle.

General characteristics

Crew:
Length:
Variants include a biplane version called the Bowers Bi Wingspan:
-Baby or Fly Baby 1-B and several dual cockpit deWing area:
signs by various builders. Bowers also designed a side Empty weight:
-by-side two-seat version he called Namu, but few ex- Max takeoff weight:
amples have been built.
Powerplant:

The Fly Baby was the winner of the Experimental Aircraft Association's 1962 design competition.

Over five hundred Fly Babies have been completed to
date, with scores still flying worldwide and an active
network of builders and owners. The aircraft was designed in 1962 to be constructed in a garage using
only basic hand tools, by a person of average "home
handyman" skill. The plans consist of over one hundred pages of typewritten instructions and dimensioned drawings.

one pilot
5.74 m
8.54 m
12.24 m2
274 kg
419 kg
1 × Continental C-85 flat-four engine, 85 hp
(63.9 kW)

Performance

Maximum speed: 194 km/h, 100 kn
Cruise speed:
178 km/h, 96 kn
Stall speed:
73 km/h, 39 kn
Range:
486 km, 260 nmi at 2,438 m
Wing loading:
34.2 kg/m2

After Bowers' death in 2003 the plans were unavailable for a time, but by 2007 they were back on the market, sold by the Bowers family.

Built from the Balsa USA plan Wayne’s 1/3 scale Fly Baby spans 2.84m and is powered by a Saito 57cc . Control system is Spectrum radio and Hitec servos.
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On Friday at Bendigo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club we have our senior flyers group, better known as FARTs (Friday Aviation Retired
Trainees), and I guide this group along mainly because I taught most
of them to fly. There are usually ten or twelve flyers in attendance
each week ( when allowed), and to keep up interest I organise ‘Theme
Days’ two to three months apart. The virus put a temporary halt to
that, but not to be out done this time I tried a ‘Virtual Theme Day’.
The theme for Friday 30th October 2020 was “Spitfire Day“ to celebrate the passing of eighty years since the Spitfire fought in the “Battle
of Britain”. To make the day up I asked the FARTs to email a picture
of their own Spitfire, if they had one, or a picture of their favourite Spitfire from a book, a magazine, or Google pictures.

Alan Uren’s Spitfire SZ-G.

After collecting the pictures and putting them in order I asked our web
master (John Newman ) to turn them into a slide show that could be
emailed out and was easy for the seniors to open, just one click and
away it went. I received quite a few nice comments on that Friday.
The FARTs did manage a few Spitfires on display at the field on the
theme day and two were able to fly. Let’s hope that next year we can
have a large number of Spitfires attending with no restrictive Coronavirus regulations.
Les Davis

The prototype Spitfire Mk. I first flew in March 1936 and entered service with
the RAF in August 1938.
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Robbie Marshall’s Spitfire S-ZG back in 2004.

Cliff McIver’s electric Spitfire M-PX.

Jim Bray’s Spitfire JE-J.

Tony Brehan’s Spitfire SH-R.

Glenn Tracy’s Spitfire WW-2 is a little battle weary.

Ken Battersby pondering over his Spitfire.

A gaggle of Spitfires.
Spitfires in formation at the Bendigo club’s Marong field.
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VIRTUAL
SPITFIRES
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Ken Batttersby’s “Dream Machine” the day/night Spitfire.

The idea of fitting a Supermarine Spitfire with floats was tried a number of times during the course of the Second World War. A Spitfire Mk.1 was equipped with floats
in 1940 but trials were not continued. Three Mk. Vb Spitfires were fitted with floats in 1942 and operated in Egypt. In 1944 a Spitfire Mk. IXb fitted with floats for possible use in the Pacific Theatre was still faster than the standard Hawker Hurricane.
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Wayne Harrison’s

FORD
FLIVVER
Wayne has been busy in his workshop during the Covid-19 lockdown and has produced a number of new models including this
Ford Flivver which was featured in earlier days of construction in the
June issue of AMN and is now nearing completion. Not the most
elegant of aircraft it resembles a cross between a Piper Cub and a
Bowers Fly Baby. The Flivver was flown regularly by Ford’s test pilot
Harry J. Brooks but Charles Lindbergh, the only other person to fly
the Flivver prototype, described it as “one of the worst aeroplanes
that I ever flew”.

A replica Ford Flivver on display at the EAA Museum , Oshkosh.

Wayne Harrison’s Ford Flivver model is nearing completion.
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Rod Mitchell’s

GRUMMAN
F9F PANTHER
The Grumman F9F Panther is one of the United States Navy's first
successful carrier-based jet fighters, as well as Grumman’s first jet
fighter. A single-engined, straight-winged day fighter, it was armed
with four 20 mm cannons and could carry a wide assortment of air-toground munitions.
Development studies at Grumman for jet-powered fighter aircraft began near the end of World War II as the first jet engines emerged and
the prototype Panther, piloted by test pilot Corky Meyer, first flew on
21 November 1947.

The Navy's Blue Angels flight demonstration team used the Panther
for four years, beginning in 1951. The Panther was the Blue Angels'
first jet. Some Panthers continued to serve in small numbers into the
1960s.

General characteristics

Crew:
1
Length:
11.84 m
Wingspan:
11.58 m
Height:
3.73 m
Wing area:
23 m2
The Grumman Panther was the primary US Navy and USMC jet fightEmpty weight: 4,603 kg
er and ground-attack aircraft in the Korean War. The Panther was the
Gross weight: 8,492 kg
most widely used Navy jet fighter of the war, flying 78,000 sorties.
Powerplant:
1 × Pratt & Whitney J48-P-6A turbojet,
F9F-2s, F9F-3s and F9F-5s, as rugged attack aircraft, were able to
27.8 kN (6,250 lbf) thrust
sustain operations, even in the face of intense anti-aircraft fire.
In 1949, the Panther was considered by the Australian government,
as a possible locally-built replacement for the Mustang Mk 23 and De
Havilland Vampire then operated by the Royal Australian Air
Force. The other designs considered initially were an Australian design, the CAC CA-23 (an unconventional, twin-jet all-weather fighter)
and the Hawker P.1081.

Performance
Maximum speed:
Cruise speed:
Range:
Service ceiling:
Rate of climb:

Panthers were withdrawn from front-line service in 1956, but remained
in training roles and with U.S. Naval Air Reserve and U.S. Marine Air Armament
Reserve units until 1958.
Guns:

Australian Model News

932 km/h at 1,500 m
774 km/h
2,100 km
13,000 m
25.9 m/s

4 × 20 mm cannon
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The Model
In the middle of last year Jack Williams and I came to an arrangement
where I would take his operational Boomerang model and his Panther
off his hands. The Panther was fully constructed and undercoated and
the turbine from the Boomerang was just about right for the Panther
which is what attracted me to the arrangement. I had already been
flying the Boomerang for Jack for about 12 months and I quite enjoyed
it. All care but no maintenance! Now that it was mine I had a lot more
to do, just arranging fuel containers, batteries and the required data
terminal quite took some time.

The Panther is 1.8m wingspan and, as an early Zirolli plan, it was
designed for a two-stroke fan unit. I had a good look at the model
knowing that it was now going to have a turbine fitted and I felt that it
needed some tweaks. The wing joiner on the plan is VERY short and
as I was not happy with this I unglued the fitted tube and extended it
further into the fuselage and also one extra rib bay into the wing. I also
decided that I would add all the u/c doors as per full size. As the U/C
has inner and outer doors I needed a sequencer to operate these and
I remembered that I had one from my old B-25. This is an old piece of
kit and I cannot adjust the travel of the servos, but for me that is just
another challenge. I have used a standard Hitec servo for the inner
doors and there is plenty of adjustment on the sequencer to get the
timing right between the doors and undercarriage leg. (I wish I had
kept the instructions for the sequencer!)

Jack had made the fuselage with the nose cone removable but I didn’t
like this so early on I glued it in place. There is a long box built into the
nose so the batteries can be placed way up front and in hindsight it
may have been easier to get the batteries in and out with the nose
removable.
The wing was mostly good but I like to hide the servos as much as
possible. By adding a horn on the flaps as per the plan I was able to
fully hide the flap servo and push rod.

Aileron and flap linkages.

The ailerons were a bit harder to hide and some pushrod is visible,
but I think it looks OK. I have not yet found the need to have digital
servos and all flying surfaces have Hitec 645 servos. I believe that
these use much less power and they don’t whinge and whine when
you turn the model on!

Initially I thought that the elevators and rudder did not need any work
but after checking the plan to see how the two elevators and two
halves of the rudders were joined I realised that this was not going to
work with a turbine. There was a good chance of flutter at high speed
so the rudders and elevators were removed, rejoined and rehinged
and I am now much happier with the arrangement. I was also able to
bury the servos a bit deeper into the fuselage so that you only see the
servo arm and pushrod, not the whole servo.

Aileron servo installation.

At this point in the build we were locked down by Covid-19 so I had a
lot of time available. I thought I would try adding some rivets to the
surface having not tried this before. The problem is once you start an
area you have to do the whole model! I used the “brass tube on the
soldering iron” method on the undercoat and I think for a first effort it is
not bad but I was probably a bit heavy handed, they could be more
subtle.
The rudder servo fitted into the rear fuselage .
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Early on I decided that I did not wish to do a military colour scheme so
I made up my own but, you will note the a similarity. I hand cut all my
own masks except for the “rescue” arrow (that was a bit small). I got
lots of advice from the local paint shop and proceeded to paint all the
required areas white with acrylic paint. All the yellow and red areas
need to have a good white covering as well in order to get good final
colour coverage. The problems started when I sprayed the yellow as it
seemed to attack the white paint causing it to craze. The blue paint
turned out to be even worse and I ended up having to repaint all the
white with a different water based paint that I already had. I changed
the blue paint I was using to a VERY fast drying enamel paint. This
paint was very easy to use and produced a great finish.

Graeme is quite experienced with Zirolli Panthers (he has built a couple of larger versions) and he provided a lot of advice— particularly on
how to mount the tailpipe. Having no jet experience I had no idea how
to do this and Graeme was very helpful and patient with me when I
rang him many times.
The model is now virtually ready for the turbine to be fitted but I have
had some starting problems with the engine and it is being serviced at
the moment. It does look as though I will have to add a fair bit of nose
weight to get the model to balance. I am not sure if I will get to do the
first flight before the Christmas heat but we’ll see.
Rod Mitchell

Jet enthusiast Russell Eastaway (Russell and I worked together 25
years ago and this project has put us back in contact) suggested a
clear coat from Supercheap Auto as a final coating. I used this and I
am very happy with how it went on and how it looks. Russell gave me
lots of tips during the build and also put me in contact with Graeme
Frauenfelder of the Twin Cities club at Albury.

The Williams / Mitchell Grumman Panther airframe is finished and ready to fly when the turbine is installed.
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Daniel Wheeler’s

YAK 55
Bill has been working on Daniel’s Yak 55, installing the canopy and
engine cowling and completing the paintwork.
Canopy and Cowling
I decided to split the canopy into three pieces, permanently mounting
the front and rear portions and having the centre section removeable
for access to the equipment inside the fuselage. Before I could cut the
canopy the front and rear fuselage fairings blending the canopy to the
fuselage needed to be made. These were cut from aluminium litho
plate, annealed, bent to shape and fixed in place with 2mm countersunk screws and nuts.
My next task was to make the front and
rear bows. I settled on laminating them
with 0.8mm ply but first needed to determine their shape. I laid some masking tape over the parting lines on the
canopy and then carefully cut along the
edge of the tape using my Dremel tool.

Lithoplate fairings front and rear
of canopy.

Canopy bow templates cut from
6mm MDF with 0.8mm laminated
plywood bows.

Once the glue had dried the
clamps were removed and
both front and rear faces
sanded.

By wrapping a piece of paper over the
canopy and drawing along the cut edge
onto the paper I had the curvature of
the bow required to fit. This was repeated for the rear bow. By adding 6mm to
either side of those lines I could now
produce the templates required to cut
the ply.
I then cut the bows in half, which
took a little time as my pillar drill
only has one speed.

Laying the canopy’s cut edge on a piece of paper I drew around it to
produce the shape of the form blocks required for the front and rear
bows. The form blocks were cut from 6mm mdf. Two of the form The next challenge was to fix the bows to the pieces of canopy.
blocks needed to be slightly larger
than their mating half to allow for the
internal shape of the canopy. Once
stuck together as pairs they were
sanded to give a good fit to the inside
surface of the canopy pieces then
screwed to an old cutting block. The
sanding process was very much hit
and miss in trying to get the taper
right and produce a nice fit to the
‘glass’. The plywood bows were laid
up using PVA and clamped to the
form blocks with metal brackets that I
made from steel strapping.
Canopy bow paper templates.

Rear bow in position but not yet
fixed.
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Riveting the bows into place with a lithoplate outer bow forming the
outer frame seemed like a good idea and the lithoplate bows were cut
using the same templates. Carefully marking the rivet positions and
drilling for 1/16th inch rivets was easy enough and I annealed the
brass rivets to help installation but tapping the rivets down caused one
or two of them to split the ply bows as they expanded in compression
from having their tails formed. This was on the front canopy bow, I will
complete the last three bows with 10BA nuts and bolts with their
heads filed to a dome before installation.
Mounting the Fibreglass Cowl
The cowling on the Yak is 200mm long hanging on a 10mm flange.
Simply bolting through the cowl and into the flange is not really an
option as with the weight of the cowl and the vibration from the 35cc
engine it would soon become loose. I thought I would need to make
some mounts that ultimately support the cowl somewhere near its
centre of gravity.
Plywood brackets were made from two laminations of 3mm ply, cut to
a cardboard template. Once epoxied in place such that brass mounting brackets would fit between the cowl’s louvres, a small amount of
glass cloth was added either side to reinforce the joint to the fuselage.
I had to ensure there was a gap along the top of the bracket that
would allow for the thickness of the cowl and correct positioning of the
brackets was aided by taping strips of balsa to the fuselage.
The brass brackets were bent from 20swg sheet and have three 3mm
holes to bolt them to the ply mounts and two 5BA holes for the bolts
that hold the cowl. The 5BA nuts are soldered to the brackets and
were positioned by screwing them on to a tapped aluminium knitting
needle. The needle positions the nut while heat is applied to solder
the 5BA nut in place. The louvres are mounted with M2x6mm countersunk screws and nuts.

Additional plywood cowl supports.

The cowl as supplied sits on the narrow flange on the
rear of the engine mount (see picture below).

A lot of overhang with the recommended mounting for
the cowl.

Cowl mounting brackets.

Brass brackets for cowl fixing.

Extended cowl support mounting screws.
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Painting and Decoration
Some time ago my son Daniel gave me a Yak 55 to finish off for him.
This has moved very slowly as I tried to fit it in with the Avro Avian,
then the Miles Magister and the NEO Stage. The problem is progress
slows down as I move from one project to the next so I decided to
stop all work on the Magister and Stage and get on and complete the
Yak.
I have a little business creating paint stencils and vinyl stickers which
is moving along quite nicely and found myself having to make some
stencils for the Yak. This is my first real attempt at doing this sort of
thing for myself and all of my previous models other than the Avion
and a Mick Reeves Fournier (some 30 years ago) have been brush
painted. I have a spray gun that came with the compressor and used
it to fill, prime and undercoat the model. I bought, for the Avian, a
smaller touch up gun from Supercheap which along with my HobbyKing Airbrush has worked well in spraying this model. The biggest
piece of the puzzle has been figuring out when and what colours to
paint to minimise paint build up.

Black was applied first. Fortis mask was applied to the L/E then the
wing was masked and the black sprayed. Once the paint dried the mask
was removed to reveal the white.

I use Metamark vinyl which comes in two colours for stencils, blue for
“rough” surfaces e.g. fabric covered and yellow for “smooth” surfaces.
I Googled the sponsors shown on the full size (Sukhoi), fluffed around
in photoshop to clean the up the jpg files then imported them into
VinylMaster to size and cut the stencils. After doing some online research regarding masking tape, I settled on OTTO Washi tape from
Officeworks. This tape is paper, quite thin and transparent. It gives a
beautiful edge and, due to being low tack, does not peel any previously applied paint when removed. It can also remain in place quite a
while with no tendency to peel or curl.

Black leading edge masked using the Washi tape
then masked off with paper. The centre of the
wing is to remain white so that was also masked.

The Yak with white undercoat to make the colours pop.

All masking removed, I had to add the REPSOL over the white. The
height of the stencil was cut to fit neatly between the orange and red to
aid alignment. Paper hid the red and orange while the blue was
sprayed over the REPSOL stencil. It actually took a few coats of blue
to give it a solid look.

Stencils ready…
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The Angry Fish caused a bit of head scratching. Initially the yellow film
stencil was applied and the black sprayed. Just a note here on this
stencil. Because the fish is black with a white outline, the cutter automatically cuts two lines; the white outer edge and the black inner
edge. The stencil as it is applied prior to painting still has a narrow
strip in place that will be the white outline and Washi tape masking
covers the black paint on the finished areas of the fish. Once the red
was sprayed the Washi tape was removed to reveal the black centre
and the narrow yellow film strip removed to leave the required white
outline.

As can be seen from the picture the blue can still be seen through at this point.
The process was repeated to both sides of both wing panels.

Angry Fish yellow stencil applied.

Angry Fish sprayed black.

Wing panels completed, same both top and bottom, feeling chuffed with myself. One thing I had not noticed but my wife did, the red crosses the ailerons
at different positions. Rookie!

Here is the work completed on the fuselage. The biggest issue for me
in this puzzle was what and when to paint as I didn’t want a build up of
paint. The leading edge and underside of the tailplane was completed
at the same time as the wings. The bare white fuselage was masked
to paint the orange and red ellipses forward of the canopy, the
REPSOL behind the canopy and the Angry Fish logo on the fin and
rudder.
The pictures below show the ‘grupo albion’ cut from stencil film and
applied to the top surface of the tailplane. The orange line is Washi
tape masking the edge of the black leading-edge paint area. In the
next picture the orange has also been sprayed on the underside of the
tailplane. The masking has been removed along with the original
‘grupo albion’ lettering to reveal the white. In the background you can
see the wings have also been sprayed orange. On the nose orange
has been sprayed and masked for the slightly lighter red, similarly
behind the canopy.

The black fish is covered with strips of Washi tape to mask the
black fish while the red paint is applied.

Masking and spraying the nose art involved a lot of fluffing about and
was doing my head in with regards to when and which colour was
sprayed. Another lesson for me was that as I hadn’t etch primed the
louvres the paint was more than happy to peel off the bare aluminium.
It only did it in a couple of places and does, I guess, add a slightly
weathered effect. The canopy framework is also aluminium and was
etch primed but on spraying it red the result was a much darker red
than the fuselage. Thinners removed the paint from the aluminium
and I tried again. This time I sprayed white over the etch primer and
then the red for a much better result.
After adding the DELTA Café logos to the nose and side I was only
left with the waterslide transfers to make and place. I had already
purchased a colour printer with the aim of adding waterslide and dry
rub transfers to the services my company could provide. Before even
picking up the spray gun I had researched this colour scheme/aircraft
registration to get as much information as I could and a part of that
involved making sure that all sponsorship artwork could be produced
one way or another.
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This included playing about in photoshop to get the graphics as displayed on the aircraft especially the Angry Fish artwork. I had no hope
of spraying some of the detail at the small size it appeared on the
model so waterslide was the only way to go.

It’s now red with yellow areas of the nose masked off. Down the fuselage the
Repsol, Delta Cafes and Angry Fish is all masked. The pilot’s name has been
added to the central canopy area. The letters were picked off leaving his name
in white.

The Spanish artwork goes behind the pilot’s name either side of the
canopy. The marcvdS was downloaded attached to the leopard’s
head which made it way too big to sit between the head and above
the wing leading edge. I spent a lot of time photoshopping this, removing the leopard and slightly reducing its size.
The Marc Marquez 93 has fine outlines around it and, for me at my
current skill level, was too fine to mask and spray. It’s also in three
positions on the model but waterslides made it easy.

Completed paintwork on the fuselage.

The nose of the Yak 55 with the water slide transfers in place.
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Lightly running my hand over the paintwork, I could feel the ridges
between the colours produced by the masking. Lightly rubbing down
the model with 1200 grade wet and dry, used wet, has removed all the
ridges resulting in a nice smooth finish. Now I just need to add the top
varnish coat and that will be it. Back to Eastern Auto Paint for their
recommendations.

Finishing the model has been a great exercise in spray painting and I
have made plenty of mistakes that I am aware of and will try not to
repeat. Although the scheme has been pinched from a Sukhoi
Su26MX, it doesn’t look too bad on the Yak55.

Bill Wheeler

We have a model that just needs a coat of gloss varnish and the canopy fitted before final fit-out and balance for flying.
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Classic Airplane Day
at

Twin Cities Model Aero Club

The number of aircraft this year was
slightly down on previous years due
to the interstate travel restrictions in
place at the time. A total of thirty
five aircraft were displayed and the
static concept brings out aircraft that
are rarely seen, or have been in
storage, for many years.
Jim Williams was invited again to be
the sole judge and his instruction
was to select the aircraft he liked the
most. Not an easy task as he liked
them all!

The Albury Club held its third Classic Airplane Day over the weekend
of November 21st and 22nd.
The event is promoted as a Scale
Rally with a difference and was
introduced three years ago following
a request from some members to
conduct an event that would celebrate the first 40 years of aviation,
from 1910 to 1950.
The name Classic Airplanes was
adopted thanks to a local aircraft
engineering business here in Albury
that specialises in maintaining and
restoring, as the name implies,
‘Classic Airplanes’. The proprietor of
the business, Mr Jim Williams, is a
frequent visitor to our flying field and
is always willing to assist members
with off cuts of material to assist
with model building.

In an ironic turn of events Jim selected my De Havilland D.H 75
Hawk Moth. De Havilland built a
total of eight of these aircraft in 1928
in an attempt to compete with American aircraft imports into Britain at
the time. The aircraft was not a
success, and was considered to be
‘not one of Geoffrey de Havilland’s
better ideas’.

The event is both a flying and static
Unfortunately, the weather gods
display, run over two days and airwere not on our side this year, Satcraft do not have to fly to be eligible
urday was quite hot, while on Sunfor a prize. The aircraft are disday the wind restricted much of the
played in lines of decade groupings,
flying. Let’s hope for better weather
that is four rows depicting 1910 to
next year.
1920, 1920 to 1930, 1930 to 1940
and 1940 to 1950 – the first 40
David Balfour
years of aviation.
Jim Williams, the proprietor of Classic Airplanes, is the sole judge for the event.
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David Balfour’s winning De Havilland DH.75 “Hawk Moth”
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Tim DeHaan’s

FOKKER D.VIII
Tim has reached a high level of realism with the scale detail applied to his
recently completed models as can be seen in these photographs of his
Fokker D.VIII.
I maidened the D8 on the 21st November without a pilot at first just to
keep the weight down for its first
outing. It was successful although
being my first WW1 aircraft the inevitable nose over on landing was to be
expected and the thick grass did not
help. No damage was incurred other
than the lower false engine cylinder
head coming off and this was an
easy fix.

Many of these WW1 German aircraft
had what seemed to be very bright
colour schemes that you would think
were no good for camouflage but
funny enough when flying in overcast conditions my Fokker D8 was
quite difficult to see.

If you are looking for your first WW1
aircraft to build then the Balsa USA
Fokker D.VIII kit is a great option as
it is easy to build without complex
The following weekend l had added rigging wires and has a fully sheeted
the pilot and nose weight to balance wing which is very strong. There are
and to complete the model. Flying
heaps of colour schemes that could
with the heavy model inspector and be used and with the addition of
checking the model again l had two some simple scale detail you will
flights both with successful landings have an authentic looking aircraft.
as l got a handle on these WW1
Tim Dehaan
planes. It loops and rolls with the OS
GT22 petrol motor providing adequate power and pulling the D8
around nicely at half throttle on flat
circuits.
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