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SAM21 Current Affairs

Latest dope.....

e The March SAM21 meeting was cancelled due
to Alan’s procedure and recovery.

e Be sure to come to the next meeting and bring
something to show and tell.

. SAM26 John Pond Commemorative Old
Time RC Contest will be held on April 6
& 7, 2024 at the famous Schmidt Ranch
@ Elk Grove, California. See Flier on pg.
7 for information.

o 2024 SAM Champ will be held from September 19-22,
2024 in the Sacramento Area. RC portion will be held at
the Woodland Davis Aeromodelers, C.D. Walt Angus; the
FF portion will be held at Waegell Field, C.D. TBD. There
is a form on page 5 of this Clipper for SAM Champs
registration. The organizer would like to know how many
will be going to compete in the SAM Champ.

e Another Sal Taibi Fun Fly is scheduled on May 5th, 2024.
See flier on pg. 8 for detail. RC models are welcome, they
have to be operated on 2.4 GHz.

e SAM21 Loren Schmidt Memorial and SAM27 Crash &
Bash will be coming to Schmidt Ranch later in the year,
stay tuned.
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2024 Meeting Dates

1st Thursday after
the 1st Monday
7:00 p.m.
Dr Peterson’s House.

1115 Seena Avenue, Los
Altos.

April 4

Don’t forget to
renew your

SAM 21

membership,
the dues is

$10.00
for 2024




Remembering Lescher...

SAM21 meeting at John Pond’s shop, January 1986 Lescher & Susie at the Collecto.
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Lescher Dowling Obituary

Lescher Dowling of Sunnyvale, California, a member of the Greatest
Generation, passed away on February 13, 2024. He was 101 years
old, though to meet him you’d have guessed he was much younger.

Born and raised in Carpinteria, California, Lescher was the son of
Julia [Lescher] Dowling and Walter Dowling. His siblings were
Martha Rose (Dowling) Rodriquez, Kenneth Dowling, and half
sisters, Dortha and Irene Dowling.

Lescher met his future wife, Dorothy Eichelberger, at a school
== dance. He was immediately smitten and did his best to win her
4 affection, but was was soon drafted into the Army when WWII
4 1} started. He served in the China Burma India 7th Veterinary Corps,
shipped overseas with a load of mules destined for troop support.
Dorothy felt it was her patriotic duty to write to a serviceman, and it
was this correspondence that caused their relationship to truly blossom.

Home at the wars’ end, Lescher attended the University of California, Santa Barbara, on the G.I.
Bill. He graduated with an Industrial Arts teaching credential, married Dorothy, moved to San
Diego and taught for 3 years at the San Diego County Juvenile Hall. He often remarked that
working at ‘Juvie’ gained more positive response from potential employers than the other skills
listed in his resume.

He landed a job at his old Alma Mater, Carpinteria High School, where he taught shop, printing,
drafting & photography. During this time he and Dorothy had two children, Richard and Lela Ann.
They enjoyed Dad’s summers off, when they would go explore the National Parks.

After deciding to focus on photography, Lescher took classes at Brooks Institute of Photography
in Santa Barbara. He was hired to head the Photography Department at Foothill Junior College in
Los Altos Hills. ‘Mr. D’ was a popular and personable teacher, always willing to field questions
during lunch hour in his office. He cited that working with students kept him young.

Upon retirement in 1990, Lescher and Dorothy began educational travel and learning adventures
through Elderhostel. He rekindled a model airplane hobby from his youth, joining SAM 21, the
Society of Antique Modelers. He built and flew gas-powered remote controlled model airplanes,
but mostly enjoyed collecting and repairing their vintage engines.

Lescher was also on the founding committee for the FoothilllDe Anza Community College
Retirees Association. He and Dorothy also enjoyed taking memoir writing classes, but their
greatest passion was involvement in the nationwide CBI Veterans Association. They attended
monthly luncheons and national conventions with other CBI veterans, many of whom became
great friends. Lescher served on the board of the San Francisco based chapter as Commander
and several other positions, as membership declined with time.

He wrote a book of his wartime adventures in the CBI, titled, ‘A Light Trail’, which will eventually
be available on Amazon. Dorothy passed away in 2021, and Lescher is survived by his children;
Richard Dowling and Lela [Dowling] Cirocco, grandchildren Sara & Skye, as well as 4 great-
grandchildren. His wry humor, wisdom, helpful advice and stories from the old days, all will
be greatly missed.

Little fun fact, Lescher was the treasurer of SAM21 forever, he only had one answer for all the
purchase requests, “NO”’!
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SAM Champs Survey.

SAM Member Number

meriwed@comline.com
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SAM26 2024 J.P.C.O.T.R.C.C.
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Date: May Sth, 2024
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First SAM World Championship for RC Models

I received the following email from Laszlo Torok, SAMS (Budapest, Hungary) President.

Dear friends,
I am sending the official invitation of the SAM World Championship with love.
I am asking for your help so that our invitation reaches SAM chapters in all parts of the world.

At the SAM European Championship in Slovakia (Nyitra 25-29 June 2023) | officially announced the
SAM World Championship, which is organized by SAM 5 Hungary. | saw that the announcement was
a great success among European competitors.

I have just sent the rules to the leaders of the European countries.

As soon as we open the website of the World Championship, we will send a notification immediately.
In the meantime, if anyone has questions, please give them my  email
address: toroklaszlo704@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone for your work
that made it possible for us to get
this far!

Sincerely

Laszlo Torok
President of SAM 5 Hungary

Jakabszallas is about 100km SSE of
Budapest, hungary.
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A Friendly Reminder....The Renewal Process

SAM21, AMA* and SAM membership renewal links are listed below. (*newer AMA members
might have a different renewal dates.) SAM21 still going with the old fashion way, forms and
checks in an envelope and stamp on the outside.

Use the renewal form and send renewal fee to Cliff Shekell, 2473 Briarwood
Drive, San Jose, California 95125. The SAM21 2023 membership is $10.00.

Go to http:/lwww.mysamstore.com/  click on "Join/Renew Membership" on
the upper left . It will redirect you to a renewal form. Fill in the form and click on
the "submit form" button. The next page will be to select the online/print option.
After that it will direct you to Paypal page to pay the dues.

https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/enroll

click on the left box "Renew A Membership” blue box and follow the instruction.
You might to registered first.

2024 SAM 21 Officers
PRESIDENT: Alan Peterson: 1115 Seena Avenue Los Altos, CA 94024 Tele: 650-941-6557 E-mail: alansoars@aol.com
VICE PREZ: Bill Vanderbeek: Tele: 408-472-0274 E-mail: billvenderbeel@yahoo.com

SECRETARY: vacant (Brian Chan)

TREASURER: Cliff Shekell: 2473 Briarwood Dr. San Jose, Ca. 95125 Tele: 408-269-5065 E-mail: tedbearl@pachell.net
MEMBERSHIP: Steve Roselle: 17424 Airport Ave, Grass Valley, Ca 95949 Tele: 650-465-1996 E-mail: sroselle@earthlink.net
CHIEF EDITOR: Brian Chan: 113 Starlite Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402 Tele: 650-867-8813 E-mail: SAM21editor@gmail.com
COMPETITION: Brian Sargent:15575 Upper Ellen Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033 Tele: 408-656-3662 E-mail: bhsargent@gmail.com

2024
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